Portland Friends Meeting Newsletter
Eleventh Month, 2017
Meeting for Worship: Sundays 10:30a
Adult Education: 8:45a, 2nd and 4th Sundays
First Day School: 10:45a, 2nd and 4th Sundays

1837 Forest Ave Portland, ME 04103
portlandfriendsmeeting.org
207-200-6544

Connections
Co-Clerks
Jennifer Frick 939-1312
Lea Sutton 642-2327

“Am I a grateful recipient of the gifts that life provides? How do I express my gratitude?”
Catherine Whittier’s Plain Living, p. 70

Treasurer, Contributions
Sue Nelson 391-6116
60 Shadagee Road, #2
Saco, ME 04072

Calendar

Treasurer, Operating Account

November 17-19 Junior Yearly Meeting Retreat, Westport MA Monthly Meeting

Kathy Beach 741-2940
14 Drew Road
South Portland 04106

November 17-19 Young Friends Retreat at Portland Friends Meeting

Treasurer, Special Funds

December 1-3

Junior High Yearly Meeting Retreat, Woolman Hill, MA

December 2

4:15p Annual Advent Garden light spiral, Portland Friends Meeting

Sara Jane Elliot 749-9706

Special Needs Funds
Chris Beach 741-2940
Elizabeth Szatkowski 772-1774

Ministry and Counsel
Jane Mullen, 215-421-5257
jmmmaine@aol.com
Mary Tracy, 207-749-8712
marytracy126@gmail.com

Pastoral Care Coordinators
Christina Davis 518-0784

Every Sunday:

10:30a Meeting for Worship

1st Sunday:

9a Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business (all
welcome)

2nd and 4th Sundays:

8:45a Adult Religious Education
10:45a First Day School

2nd-5th Sundays:

10-10:20a Intergenerational singing

2nd Saturday:

5-8p Youngish adults potluck
Bart Czyz, btczyz@gmail.com, 207 899 5937

Religious Education
Adults: Sandi Jensen 207-839-2372
Judy Spross 617-872-8817
Youth: Luke Hankins 207-200-6042
Youth Religious Education Coordinator:
Anne Payson 781-2501

Use of the Meetinghouse
Lise Wagner 232-1778
lise.r.wagner@gmail.com

e-group, send messages to:
portlandfriendsmeeting@yahoogroups.com

Newsletter
submissions
Heather Denkmire
pfmnewsletter@grantwinners.net
address change details
Dennis Redfield
dennis.lee.redfield@gmail.com

We will be hosting Family Promise again from
December 3 to December 10, and we expect to have a
full house this time -- 4 families, 14 guests. If you are
on our PFM Family Promise mailing list, you have
received the link to SignUp.com. We would like to have all slots
filled by November 15. If you would like to be on our mailing list, please contact Ann
Dodd-Collins at doddco@gmail.com. If you are on the list but have not yet had the
training to be a Family Promise host, there is one more training scheduled for Tuesday,
November 21, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at First Congregational Church, South Portland.
Even without training, you can help with setting beds up, taking beds down, preparing
dinners, and doing laundry. Please contact Tom Tracy at ttracymaine@gmail.com if you
are interested in preparing a meal. Otherwise, contact Ann.
Last, but by no means least -- if you are one of those travelers who spends nights in
motels and collects the toiletries you find there, could you spare them for our Family
Promise guests? There will be a basket for your small bottles of soap, conditioner, and
shampoo on the table by the back door. And thank you.

Portland Friends Meeting
Meeting for Business
November 5, 2017
We began in silent worship at 9:00 a.m. with 18 members and attenders present, during which co-clerk Jennifer Frick read from
page 70 of Catherine Whittier’s Plain Living, this query: Am I a grateful recipient of the gifts that life provides? How do I express
my gratitude?
1. Review of October Minutes No changes were made.
2. Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Kathy Beach reported. We are slowly closing the gap as we approach the end of the year.
Donations for October were $2,910, and we had rental income of $480. The rental budget line is now at 155%, which really
helps our bottom line as far as income is concerned.
Friends should note on line 35 for the Events Committee that we have far exceeded our budget. That is because the
Treasurer put expenses for the new Family Promise Program, under Events as it was truly a week of “events”. Next year
Financial Oversight will take the Family Promise Program into consideration for that budget line .
We are 83% of the way through the year. Our expenses (83%), income (75%) and balances are as follows:
Here is the October summary:
Income $4390
Expenses $2471
October balance $1919
Here is the YTD summary:
Income: $51,203
Expenses: $56,403
Balance: (-$5200)

Quick Summary of Income and Expenses
10 months — 83% of 2017
Year-to-date Income
Percent of Budget

$51,203
75%

Year-to-date Expenses
Percent of Budget

$56,403
83%

Balance

($5,200)

Friends accepted the Treasurer’s report.
3. Ministry and Counsel Mary Tracy reported Easter Sunday will be the first Sunday of April, so Meeting for Business will be the
second Sunday. This will permit the Easter Breakfast to take place on Easter.
4. Communications Review Committee Dennis Redfield reported for the committee as follows:
●
Membership
o
o
o

●

New Convener: to be determined
Dennis Redfield will leave the committee after the December Meeting
We (the committee) are always looking for new members for this committee. This is a non-technical committee
primarily concerned with communication policy and workflow. The committee does not implement but reviews
and recommends.
Reports on Individual Communication Systems
o Website:
▪ Rich Nagel did a great service bringing up the new mobile optimized version of the web site. We thank
him.
o Newsletter:
▪ Heather would like more people to make submissions, there are likely many interesting happenings that
are not being shared.
▪ We would love to have someone to step forward to help with
● calendar editor (gather Quaker related items, nudge committees to make sure life of the
Meeting events get in, keep list of events for inside the newsletter (live of Meeting goes on front
page).
● member/attender profile editor: find people willing to share their profiles, get prompt questions
to people, request photos, etc.
(cont-)
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●

●

E-Groups which will now be called E-mail lists
o Yahoo E-Groups
▪ Roger Roy has stepped down as moderator of the E-Groups. We thank him for his service in this role
▪ Heather has become the new moderator and Dennis will act as backup moderator. Dennis will leave this
role after December
o Email Lists
▪ (Yahoo) E-Groups will be renamed “Email Lists” when we move to the new provider (Google Groups)
▪ The first email list to implemented is the “Life of the Meeting” Email list
● The Yahoo E-Group will be subsumed by this list which will included announcements for Tier
One: Life of the Meeting and Tier Two: Wider Quaker World.
● Dennis and Heather will implement the “Life of the Meeting” Email list during November.
● Heather will transition to be the Moderator of this List and Dennis will act as backup moderator
until after December
● Dennis is the coordinator for the rollout of the new e-mail lists including system configuration
based on policies approved by the
● The Yahoo E-Group members will be migrated to the new “Life of the Meeting” email list first
● The Yahoo E-Group will be retired
● Then All email addresses known to us in the PFM Directory will be added to the “Life of the
Meeting” email list, but anyone can be easily unsubscribed
● The CRC is working on a draft document explaining the scope, purpose and procedures that will
be used to use and post to the new email list.
▪ The second email list (for Tier Three announcements) will be implemented after the first list is fully
implemented.
● The scope of this group is Tier Three “Individual Interests.” It is for activities interesting to
Quakers but not necessarily sponsored by Quaker organizations.
● The two email lists are completely separate.
● A document defining “individual interests” is being drafted by the committee, and will be
submitted to the Meeting at a later time.
Directory:
o Dennis is: working with informed members to bring the membership field of the directory up to date; expanding
the directory database to include subscriptions to the email lists; working to expand the directory database to
more effectively use the information in the “Visitor Signup Sheet” in the front lobby.
o Directory updates will be published quarterly starting in January.
▪ A separate document listing changes will be published each month.
● Question: Could we email these changes out through the e-mail lists if we omit all data on children?
It was suggested this could be done through the newsletter. Friends decided, however, that the e-mail list is
less public than the newsletter, which can be accessed by the public on our website.
o In order to maximize availability of the directory, we are printing as needed copies of the directory upon request.
For someone who doesn’t use computers, we could provide a “web buddy” to facilitate communication.

People thanked Dennis for his work organizing all of this.
5. Family Promise Ann Dodd Collins reported our next host time will be December 3 through 10. Volunteers and others
interested are asked to meet with her at the rise of Meeting for Worship today.
There is one more training available before we host. It is on November 21st. Information is on the bulletin board. We have
created a short document for Family Promise which explains ways in which Quakers are different. It will be published in the
newsletter. Ann has also spent a lot of time listening to a family which did not come last time because of fears they had. We
thanked Ann for the extra work she has done facilitating this program.
6. Buildings and Grounds It was reported that the fire alarm system has been approved by the City of Portland and the
certification sticker has been affixed to the fire alarm panel.
Love your Meetinghouse day is next Sunday. Please bring rakes.
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7. New England Yearly Meeting minutes for review. Co-Clerk Jennifer Frick presented by summary Minutes 2017-41 and
2017-43, which read as follows:
Minutes in Support of Threatened Individuals
2017-42 Friends gathered at New England Yearly Meeting Annual Sessions at Castleton, Vermont, August 6–10, 2017,
approve the following:
As members of the Religious Society of Friends (Quaker), we believe that the human family is one family; that there is that of
God in every member of this family; and that generosity of spirit toward all the members of the human family is of overriding
importance.
As Quakers, we reaffirm our unconditional support for the wellbeing and protections of all threatened individuals in our
community, including, especially at this troubled time, Muslims and undocumented immigrants.
We urge our government to reaffirm our country’s founding values, especially freedom of religion; to affirm our welcome to
peaceful refugees and immigrants; to reject bigotry and xenophobia; and to adopt laws and policies that respect the humanity
and dignity of all people.
We call on our fellow community members to join us in defending human rights for all, working toward nonviolent religious and
civic sanctuary that protects all who are vulnerable, and striving together for compassion, dignity and safety for everyone.
2017-43

Based on recommendations from Northwest Quarter, we also approved the following:

We encourage each monthly meeting and quarterly meeting within NEYM to share minute 2017-42 with local faith communities
and publish it in local papers, and to discern further how they are led in this issue.
We will forward this minute to the wider Quaker world.
We will look for ways to collaborate with other faith communities in addressing these issues, and ask that our Ecumenical
Committee share this minute with the wider church.
Jennifer also presented Minute 2017-46, which reads as follows:
Minute on the Israel-Palestine Conflict
2017-46 Friends gathered at New England Yearly Meeting Annual Sessions at Castleton, Vermont, August 6–10, 2017, attest
to the following:
The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) testimony on peace, justice, and nonviolence is based in our experience of the
divine in all of creation and within all persons. Thus, we are deeply troubled by the suffering and injustice caused by the Israeli/
Palestinian conflict and we are concerned that our government perpetuates that violence by continuing to send billions of
dollars of military aid to the region.
We call upon our nation to:
• Cease sending United States military aid and selling weapons to the entire Middle East
• Continue diplomatic efforts with all parties and remain in dialogue even with those who have acted violently
• Join the international court system and accept its jurisdiction
We call upon all nations to:
• Work with the United Nations Security Council to end military aid and arms sales from all outside countries to all parties in this
conflict
• Support the United Nations efforts to bring justice, peace, security, and reconciliation to all parties in the conflict
• Take measures to assure that international laws are applied universally.
We call upon all individuals and communities to:
• Support and learn from the many organizations that bring Israelis and Palestinians together for justice and peacemaking.
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• Examine how anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, racism, and privilege affect our understanding of the conflict
We are deeply grateful to the Friends who have worked over many months in preparing and seasoning this minute.
We ask Friends to report back on what insights and conclusions they have in addressing this conflict.
All three minutes will be posted in the lobby. We are asked today to approve forwarding them to the Maine Council of
Churches. Friends approved.
8. Visit to Mahoosuc Mountains Worship Group Andy Grannell reported orally and in writing as follows:
“Visit with Friends at Mahoosuc Mountains Worship Group” Sunday, October 22, 2017
Report by Andy Grannell, 11-4-17
“On Sunday October 22th, co-clerks, Lea Sutton and Jennifer Frick, along with Dorothy and I enjoyed peak autumn foliage
splendor. While Jennifer expertly navigated and Lea kept making just the right turn on to the next highway that connect Lea’s
home in Standish to the mountain/tourist center town of Bethel.
Crossing the Androscoggin River just north of Bethel, we found the turn-off - and just as Jennifer’s GPS had predicted - we
arrived in time. We parked and walked a short distance to the building serving as the Center for the Mahoosuc Land Trust.
Lea had been in email exchange with her former Earlham College friend Richard Stratton who provides an anchoring presence
for this worship group. As we climbed the stairs to the loft, we were warmly welcomed. Our chairs were arranged in a half circle
facing a large panoramic view of estuary leading to the river.
Very soon we were slipping into a deep, easy, and expectant quiet with six Mahoosuc Friends. At the conclusion of this restful
time, we were invited to share our reflections, joys, and concerns. This time was unexpectedly rich, and later on reflection, we
felt was a highlight of our time.
Each Sunday morning, this Center provides a home site for this small group of worshipping Friends. The connecting link making
this new worship site possible is Richard ‘Dick’ Stratton who is a dedicated volunteer treasurer for the Land Trust.
Following worship, we were invited to share a hearty meal that Dick Stratton had prepared. During this time, we were able to
learn more about the size, needs, and outlook of this small-but-vital group. Dick emphasized that the group remains clear that
they do not seek to prepare to become a Monthly Meeting. They are content to remain a worship group under our care.
Soon Dick Stratton asked Andy how it was that someone from Rumford, Maine ended up attending a Quaker college 1,000
miles away. In turn this sharing led to current connection with the work of the Land Trust. Dick Stratton is working to provide a
conservation easement for a farm owned and operated by one of Rumford High School’s revered teachers, Burton S. Defrees
(1926-2011). Discovery and exploration of these Earlham, upper Androscoggin River, and land trust connections brought us
together in a renewing way.
In 2000, Mahoosuc Mountains Worship Group asked Portland Friends Meeting if they could formally associate with us. In
2001, our State of Society reporters captured our response, “We rejoice in having come to clarity about bringing Mahoosuc
Mountains Worship Group under the care of the meeting. Searching for clarity about our relationship has lifted our spirits as
have our inter-visitation.”
We were clear that all members of Mahoosuc could lodge their membership with us. In turn, we encouraged their group to
worship with us when possible, and we would reciprocate as often as it was practicable. For the past sixteen years, this pattern
of intervisitation, retreat attendances, and workshops have been enlivening. Please know that each of us is invited to join with
our Friends at Mahoosuc each Sunday, and we look forward to welcoming them here.”
After Andy’s report, Emily Eckhart and Arla Patch were also acknowledged as past important contacts in the Mahoosic
Mountains Worship Group. Friends wondered whether we were providing sufficient care and support for the group. Andy and
Dorothy Grannell, and Lea Sutton, reported that question had been asked, and answered by the group indicating that they are
very happy with the relationship and do not seek more from us. It was suggested that we try to visit them at least once a year.
We could also try to coordinate with them for Yearly Meeting. Many attenders there receive our newsletter.
We thanked Andy for his wonderful report.
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9. Falmouth Quarter Dorothy Grannell reported that three Friends met at Durham Meeting on November 4. They determined
that Falmouth Quarter would continue in 2018 as a Sabbath year. Three people will be listed as co-clerks in order to receive
and pass along information and to convene meetings as necessary. Placeholder dates were set for January 27, April 28, July
28 and October 27 . Time would be 10 am - noon. No programs are planned. January will be at Durham. The April meeting
will be at Portland Friends Meeting. No other locations were determined. The purpose of the April meeting will be for
worship, reading and approval and forwarding of State of Society Reports and Memorial Minutes. There will be time to share
what is happening at all of the meetings in the quarter and to share a simple lunch. Nothing is planned for July or October.
In 2018 the Quarter will fulfill financial obligations to Ramallah Friends School, Friends peace teams and the Maine Council of
Churches. It is expected that only a committee of the whole will meet on the scheduled dates unless an issue of concern arises
in one of the meetings. Meetings are asked to designate one person representing their Ministry and Counsel who will be able
to respond for the April meeting and also be a "rapid response" person should one of the key roles of a quarterly meeting
emerge during the year. The person should be designated by the beginning of January 2018. The committee of the whole at
this point consists of Sarah Sprogell, Sue Reilly, Leslie Manning, and Marion Dalton. Other interested parties from Portland,
Southern Maine, and Windham Meeting are invited to participate. This meeting needs to nominate someone to replace
Dorothy as a representative to the Quarter for 2018. It will be posted along with other positions in the foyer. Margie Schoeller
suggested she could share a position with someone (her prison work might prevent attending some weekend meetings).
We thanked Dorothy for all the work she has done for the Quarter.
We closed at 10:25 a.m., with 30 members and attenders present, purposing to meet again at 9 a.m. on Sunday, December 3,
2017, God willing.
Respectfully submitted,
Lyn Ballou
Co-Recording Clerk

Advent Garden Light Spiral
Saturday (not Sunday!)
December 2, 4:15 PM
In the midst of the rush of the holiday season, you are
invited to enter into a splendid space of silent wonder.
All are invited to join the First Day School children and
families on SATURDAY, December 2, at 4:15 pm for the
annual Advent Garden in the Meeting room. One by one the
children will walk along the spiral of fragrant evergreen
boughs, light their candle at the center, and place it next to
the boughs. Listen and watch as the glow spreads during
this wonderfully peaceful ritual.
Afterward, meet downstairs for food and fellowship. Please
bring finger food to share.
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Kate Potter, Brad Bussiere-Nichols and Kathy Beach pose with the new, reusable
World Quaker Day sign on October 2. Colleen Crowley (lower photo) filled out
notes to post on the bulletin board “Where have You Worshipped this Year?”
adding London to the list of where local Friends have worshipped with Quakers
World wide.
Portland Friends joined with Friends on 6 continents in worship on World Quaker
Day. The updated Friends World Committee for Consultation map of Friends
around the world was the centerpiece of our display as it was for many meetings
around the world. You can read how other meetings and Friends Churches
celebrated the day with a variety of activities in addition to worship. Go to http://
www.worldquakerday.org/feedback.html to see what Friends in each section of FWCC did that day.
Dorothy Grannell serves on the international WQD committee to promote and review the WQD activities. She hopes that next
year Friends will take the opportunity to make WQD a day of outreach and that First Day School classes participate more fully.

Giving Monthly to PFM is so satisfying! by Kate Potter
I read the many lists of committee members tacked on the walls by our front door.
And I know that besides the countless volunteer hours these sign-up lists represent,
Money is needed to keep our Meeting community functioning smoothly, cleanly,
warmly.
Now that my bank automatically sends a contribution from my account in the mail,
I can relax, feel I’m contributing. No more worries about did I send? Where to mail it?
Another suggestion: Have you noticed a puzzled look on a new Attender’s face?
Perhaps he or she is someone used to a collection plate being passed in other church
services? Well, we have a wooden box labeled ‘CONTRIBUTIONS’ on the foyer table.
It happily accepts dollars and checks.
Contact update: Andy Grannell would like people to know to no longer use the
grannell@maine.rr.com email it is going away. They should use grannell90@gmail.com
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Looking for some
lovely balsam
roping to decorate
your home for the
holidays?
After the Advent
Garden on December 2, the 90 feet of
balsam roping will be for sale. Just
decide how many feet you want, and
make a donation to the Meeting. The
roping is in three 30' lengths but can
be cut. It will be at Meeting on
Sunday, Dec. 3, or contact Anne
Payson at annepayson10@gmail.com
781-2501 to make other
arrangements.

How to Contribute to New England Yearly Meeting
At Yearly Meeting Sessions, we heard from Permanent
Board and the Treasurer that a decision had been made last
fall to follow the directive of the Obama Administration's
Fair Labor Standards Act. By doing so, Permanent Board
determined to pay the staff of Yearly Meeting justly. This
put the previously approved budget in a deficit of $42,000.
Yearly Meeting hopes that individuals will rise to the
challenge of balancing our budget as well as supporting fair
wages for our employees. Please consider contributing to
YM by going to the website (neym.org/donate) and you can
choose to give a one-time gift or become a sustaining
donor, by giving monthly. If you wonder why, check out
other parts of the website to find out why Yearly Meeting is
so important to each of us, to our monthly meeting, to our
children, and to the wider world of Quakers. Thank you!

Calling All Quilters!
Do you quilt? Do you think about quilting? Do you need a
little motivation to get out your fabric and scissors? Then
the Quaker Quilting Consortium may be for you. Tom
Antonik (qqmonk@hotmail.com) and Ann Dodd-Collins
(doddco@gmail.com) invite you to explore the possibility of
forming a quilting group. The date and time have yet to be
determined, but the location of our exploratory meeting will
be at Jennifer Frick's, 120 Pleasant AVE (not street, not
Peaks Island), Apt. 2 in Portland.
A note from Dee Kelsey
I loved being at worship last week and hope to get there
more often. However I am not able to drive right now so
need to be picked up at 257 Canco Rd, which is the Woods
at Canco off Read St.in Portland. Please call me if you could
pick me up: 415-6449 or email me at:
dee@greatmeetingsinc.com
Firewood
Kate Potter’s neighbor Ed Duplessis carefully cuts hardwood
logs and will deliver and stack them for greater Portland
area residents. His number: 207-831-7396 A full cord costs
$280 (I think) but he delivers partial cords too.

You're Invited to a Book Discussion on Fit for Freedom, Not for Friendship
Have you read Fit for Freedom, Not for Friendship: Quakers, African Americans, and the Myth of
Racial Justice?—Or are you interested in reading and discussing this book?
A number of New England Friends will be reading the book over the coming months
and meeting online by videoconference to consider what they've read and reflect on what it
means for us as Friends today.
Learn More or contact the Clerk of Ministry and Counsel, Honor Woodrow, to sign up. mcclerk@neym.org .
Participating in this online discussion group could be part our meeting’s process in considering
the NEYM minute 2016-64 relating to white supremacy. https://neym.org/news/2016-yearlymeeting-minute-white-supremacy A copy of Fit for Freedom Nor For Friendship is available in
our meeting library. The first online and phone meeting will take place at 7 pm on November 14.
Registered participants will be sent the link to the online to the discussion.
Belize City Friends Center
I am planning to go to Belize in January as part of an FUM (Friends
United Meeting) team to work on the new Belize City Friends
Center. Would anyone like to join me? The Belize Friends School
moved to their new space last April, but there is still work to be
done on the building which was purchased last year and which will
include not only the school but also a community center, apartments
for staff, and a dorm for guests. In addition, there is an ongoing
need for tutors for the students. Dale Graves, project manager, says
that no matter what your skill set, he will find a job for you. Think
about it. Belize. January. If you are interested, please contact me,
Ann Dodd-Collins, at doddco@gmail. com or 207-232-9576.
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The Early Quakers of Greater Portland, Maine
(Part 1 of a Multi-part series by Wayne Cobb of Portland Friends Meeting)
(From the author: Hello Friends. For the past two years I have been researching the early history of Quakers in Portland, and
in particular the activities of James Winslow, our first Quaker, and his family. I am grateful for the support of the Meeting in
this work, which is ongoing. If you or a family member is acquainted with local Quaker history before 1850, please contact
me at wcobb2@gmail.com.)
Introduction:
For thousands of years the Wabanaki people thrived among the abundant resources of the Presumpscot River and its valley.
They harvested fish from the river, birds and mammals from its fields, and cultivated crops on its banks, notably corn. The
fertile floodplains along the ancient river proved ideal for corn growth, and the abundant Spring migrations of fish provided
plentiful and easily obtained fertilizer.
Although the Indian wars took their toll, white settlers quickly discovered the natural wealth offered by the river and its
surrounds. From Lower Falls (near the Allen Avenue bridge) to Ammoncongin (now Cumberland Mills), Quaker families
proliferated to become perhaps the dominant English culture. They were millwrights, land speculators, yeoman farmers and
eventually industrialists, who perfected the canning of corn at their their small farms along Presumpscot shore.
This is the story of how James Winslow made his way from Pilgrim Massachusetts to Portland and then to the Presumpscot,
and employed Quaker values of family loyalty, community networking and honest industriousness to build the foundation for
what became a new worldwide industry, based on Presumpscot corn.
James Winslow in Massachusetts:
In 1658 an oath of fidelity was required of all Plymouth Colony citizens and certain classes of men that defined who should
not be admitted freemen; among these were the Quakers. In 1660, Quaker Mary Dyer and three others were hanged on the
Common for returning to Boston after their banishment. Whippings, fines, disfranchisement and imprisonment were
continued many years as punishments for Quakers and others who refused to pay the tax for the support of a minister
officially approved, or who refused to perform military service.
James Winslow, born in 1687, was of high Pilgrim pedigree. His grandfather's brother was Edward Winslow, one of the first
signers of the Mayflower Compact and later Governor of Plymouth Colony. James's father Job, like many of his generation,
migrated away from greater Plymouth to settle new lands. This general urge stemmed partly from a desire to escape the
stern judgment and harsh rules of the Colony. Job moved southeastward to a place which, although still part of Plymouth
Colony, was closer to Roger Williams's more liberal Providence than to rigid Plymouth.
Job Winslow built his home at Swansea, Massachusetts in about 1666. Soon, he and his family understood that establishing
themselves on the Massachusetts frontier exposed them to real danger. In June of 1675, the Indian leader Metacom, who
adopted the name “King Philip” in friendlier times with the English, launched a united assault on colonial towns, beginning
with Swansea. The home of Job and Ruth Winslow was one of the first two to be burned in the horrific King Philip's War,
which spread for three years throughout New England. They survived, and a few years later moved with their family to their
final destination, the adjoining settlement of Freetown. Job became Town Clerk, a Selectman, and Deputy to the General
Court of Plymouth Colony. He was not a Quaker, but a man of the established Puritan order, and was active in starting a
proper Congregationalist church in Freetown.
James Winslow, Job's sixth son and eighth child, was born in Freetown in 1687. Quakerism was a powerful force in
Freetown, perhaps from its founding, and Quakers formed a majority of its population by the early 1700s. For the ensuing
75 years the Quakers were numerically the largest worshiping congregation in town, “embracing the men of first minds, most
money, and best manners,” according to a local historian. But there is no evidence that James joined the Quakers before he
left Massachusetts.
James, like so many of his relations, was at heart an adventurer. And so, at age 41, with his wife and seven children, he
embarked for Maine. Shortly after he moved to Maine he was listed as a “cordwainer,” or heelmaker” on various deeds.
Since it appears he had lived all his years until then in Freetown, we must assume he learned and practiced his trade there.
(to be continued in next month’s newsletter!)
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Portland Friends Meeting

We are called Quakers, but our real name is The Religious Society of Friends. Our name comes from John 15:14:
“I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father.”
We believe that everyone can hear God speak to them. At Portland Friends Meeting we worship by waiting
silently to hear God speak to us. Sometimes we are led to stand and share what God has said to us. A meeting
where we spend the entire time waiting in silence or listening to someone sharing their message is called an
“Unprogrammed” meeting. This type of meeting can be found across the United States and around the world.
The meetinghouse is generally very plainlooking and has no adornments on the walls.
Some Quaker meetings for worship in New England, the rest of the United States, and around the world include
music, Bible reading, and prepared sermons given by a Quaker pastor during worship. Their meetings or churches
may have a cross or a picture of Jesus on the wall.
Friends believe that the direct, personal relationship each of us has with the Divine requires close attention and
deep listening to what God wants to communicate to tell us about how to live lives of peace, integrity, simplicity,
and love.
We welcome you to Portland Friends Meeting.

Why I Contribute Financially to Portland Friends Meeting, by Lise Wagner
Earlier on as a member of Portland Friends, I believed it was important to financially support the meeting, as well as to volunteer
on committees. I contributed occasionally as I remembered. Then I served on the Financial Oversight committee and came to
know the budget and the needs of the meeting in a deeper way. Another member of the committee mentioned how he would
put a reminder card with his bills so that each month, he remembered to donate to meeting, instead of waiting until the end of
the year. (Mind you, this was before the days of computer banking and automatic withdrawals!) I thought this was a brilliant idea
and began to do the same. I still donate on a monthly basis, which seems to me to be a much easier and more manageable way
to give. Certainly, I could have signed up to have automatic withdrawals from my bank account, but there is something about
the physical act of writing a check each month that reminds me of the importance of supporting the meeting.
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Falmouth Quarter in a “Sabbath Year”
In biblical times, it was the custom to take a Sabbath Year every seven years. The idea was that the land rested for the year, debts were
canceled, and individuals sought forgiveness from each other. Indentured servants could be released. For the Sabbath year, business was not
done as usual and a rest was taken to revitalize the congregation. That is what Falmouth Quarter is doing now until the end of 2018. Until
new or more leadership steps forward and there is actual business to do we will not meet as a full Quarter. We will keep the structure and
functions of the Quarter alive by acting as a Committee of the Whole with representatives from as many of the six meetings as possible. (See
notes below)
PORTLAND REPRESENTATIVE NEEDED: If one person from the meeting and/or a member of Ministry and Counsel will meet with the
Committee of Whole four times in 2018, the Quarter can rest this year. If you are interested, please speak with a member of the Nominating
Committee.
Planning Session for Falmouth Quarterly Meeting, Nov. 4, 2017
1. Dorothy Grannell, Sue Reilly and Sarah Sprogell met at Durham Friends Meetinghouse. Marion Dalton called with regrets.
2. Sabbath Year: After a period of worship, we began the work of discerning our way forward with the care of Falmouth Quarter for the
coming year 2018. Because there is currently limited interest and energy for broad participation within the Quarter, we agreed to consider the
coming year as a “Sabbath Year”: a time for the land to lie fallow, such that we will not focus on programming or building participation. We
will retain a minimal form and function to handle essential matters, address concerns as they arise, and continue to nurture the flame of
fellowship as we are led by the spirit.
3. Committee of the Whole: We discerned that in the coming year we will operate as a Committee of the Whole, consisting of co-clerks:
a. Sue, Sarah, and Marion (if she is agreeable) will serve jointly as co-clerks.
b. Co-clerks will share in responsibilities as they arise.
c. Each of the co-clerks will receive related communications from the Yearly Meeting, passing information on to others in their
meeting as appropriate.
d. Dorothy agreed to forward such communications to Portland, Windham and Southern Maine Monthly Meetings. She will ask
Portland to name a representative to the Committee of the Whole for 2018
4. We approved meeting dates and discerned broad agenda items for 2018:
a. January 27 – at Durham – to approve 2018 budget, name M&C contacts from monthly meetings, worship together,
and share news of our meetings.
b. April 28 – at Portland – to read State of Society reports and memorial minutes.
c. July 28 – location TBA – to worship and share fellowship.
d. Oct 27 – location TBA – to approve the calendar and budget for 2019.
e. There is no All Maine Gathering in 2018; Falmouth Quarter will host the All Maine Gathering in 2019.
5. M&C for the Quarter: Each co-clerk will name a person from their respective Ministry and Counsel to serve as a contact person for the
Quarter, should any related needs arise within the Quarter over the course of the year.
6. Finances: We approved Leslie Manning, Treasurer for the Quarter, to pay our financial commitments to Ramallah Friends, Friends Peace
Teams for 2017; and to pay our membership to the Maine Council of Churches if that has not been done yet.
Respectfully submitted by Sarah Sprogell

Building Greater Understanding About
Native American History
Arla Patch, former member of PFM, has partnered with the
Kidsbridge Tolerance Center in New Jersey and obtained a grant
through the NJ Council for the Humanities to create a pilot
presentation entitled BUILDING GREATER UNDERSTANDING
ABOUT NATIVE AMERICAN HISTORY. She took her educational
presentation from Maine, worked with the New Jersey tribes to
collaborate and edit, added two video interviews with a
Choctaw/Cherokee mother who is fighting the mascot issue and
a Nanticoke Lenni-Lenape tribal leader. The first presentation was
at the Princeton LIbrary in October and the second one is coming
up in Nov at a multi-cultural church in New Jersey. With the
evaluations from these two events, she hopes to get a larger
grant to share this information more widely.
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Informational Tours at
Friends School of Portland
December 5th, 9:00-10:30am
(for preschool-grade 8)
Thursday, December 7th,
9:00-10:00am (preschool and
Kindergarten only)
Want to learn more about FSP? Tour our energy-efficient
school building with our Admissions Director, observe
our students and teachers in action, and learn more
about Quaker education and our culture of joyful
learning. For parents only. If you would like to attend,
please click here to RSVP or email Jen McNally,
Admissions Director.

* Note: In spite of challenging terminology used, the spirit of the invitation is seen in the text of a 2016 Minute approved by
NEYM which states, in part: “We are complicit in white supremacy. We at New England Yearly Meeting have been “colonized”
by our white supremacist culture and fall short of our full potential as a gathered body of Quaker Meetings because of this
colonization. We commit to engaging in interrupting white supremacy in ourselves: within individuals; interpersonally; in our
meetings; and at all system levels of NEYM”
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Brookline Booksmith will be setting up shop at
FSP with a unique collection of new and used
books for purchase. FSP has curated a list of
teachers’ picks and great reads! Bring your friends
and family--this is a community event!
3:00-6:00--Browse the books that are available for
purchase and cozy up at the fire pit with hot
cocoa!
6:00-7:00--Community Reading: Read out loud
your favorite passage or a poem that you’ve
written!

Preble Street Opportunities
by Aaiyn Foster
WE ~ ~ ~ have a FRESH OPPORTUNITY NOW to join with all of the Spiritual Communities and Individuals who are helping to
create solutions for hunger, homelessness, and or poverty in Portland ~ ~
FRESH OPPORTUNITY because of the new, highly improved customized approach for Volunteers to simply go online, see what
Preble Street is needing, PREBLESTREET.org, and commit to filling that time slot.
YOU can choose whatever feels appropriate, however much feels appropriate for you. There is a simple registration process to
formally be included in the Preble St. computer system and then you can create your own customized approach.
PrebleStreet.org ~ check it out. I can promise you will be amazed at how much Preble St. is doing for hunger, homelessness, and
poverty in Portland. I can promise, you will be deeply touched, moved, and inspired . . . .
Preble St. offers several Programs which in total need approximately 360 people every week to serve those in need. You can
choose to volunteer at the Preble St.Soup Kitchen for cooking, serving the food, washing dishes, cleaning-up, or sorting food
stocks.
There is also need for support at Florence House, a Safe Haven for Women, there is an Advocacy Program, a Resource Program
for Teens, a Learning Collaborative, and Preble Street has recently joined in active support for the Anti-Trafficking Coalition.
More info available at www.PrebleStreet.org Call Aaiyn Foster with any questions ~ 207.831.1062, text me, or email me at
af@WealthWomenAndSoul.com [Note — Between Nov 13 and Dec 4 please use email, rather than text or phone.

When sending an announcement to
the PFM email list:
• make the subject line of your email
the subject line that will go out to
the list;
• include an email folks can use “for
further information;”
• remove your standard email
signature (if you have one) to avoid
the unintended appearance of
advertising;
• only include text to be sent to the
list, notes to moderator should be
sent separately.
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Christmas Eve helpers wanted!
I’m interested in helping Meeting to
offer a Meeting for Worship on
Christmas Eve (possibly as early as
4:30 so young ones can get home for
dinner?) with some simple bible
readings and Christmas hymns plus
the lighting of candles from the
darkness. Might you be available to
arrive early to open the
Meetinghouse or stay after to close
up? If you’re interested in helping on
or before Christmas Eve, please let
me know! heather@grantwinners.net

Portland Friends Meeting
1837 Forest Ave
Portland, ME 04103

Address Service Requested

Next newsletter deadline:
Tuesday, December 5, 11:59pm
submissions: pfmnewsletter@grantwinners.net

