Portland Friends Meeting Newsletter
Sixth Month, 2018
Meeting for Worship: 10:30a Sundays in June, 5pm beginning July 1
Adult Education: 6/10 8:45a, resumes in September
First Day School: 6/10 10:45a, resumes in September

Connections
Co-Clerks

Jennifer Frick 939-1312
Lea Sutton 642-2327

Treasurer, Contributions
Sue Nelson 391-6116
60 Shadagee Road, #2
Saco, ME 04072

Treasurer, Operating Account
Sue Nelson (pro tempore)
(207)329-0232
suenelson313@gmail.com

Treasurer, Special Funds
Sara Jane Elliot 749-9706

Special Needs Funds

Chris Beach 741-2940
Elizabeth Szatkowski 772-1774

Ministry and Counsel
Pastoral Care Coordinator
Christina Davis 518-0784

Childcare Coordinator

Susan Grannell 401-413-5951
grannell8@gmail.com

Religious Education

Adult: Sandi Jensen 207-839-2372
Judy Spross 617-872-8817
Youth: Luke Hankins 207-200-6042
Youth Religious Education Coordinator:
Anne Payson 781-2501

Use of the Meetinghouse
Lise Wagner 232-1778
lise.r.wagner@gmail.com

e-group coordinator
pfm.email.list.owner@gmail.com
Newsletter submissions

Heather Denkmire
pfmnewsletter@grantwinners.net

Address change details

Dennis Redfield
dennis.lee.redfield@gmail.com

1837 Forest Ave Portland, ME 04103
portlandfriendsmeeting.org
207-200-6544

“Are meetings for worship held in expectant waiting for divine guidance?
Are you faithful and punctual in attendance?
Do you come in a spirit of openness with heart and mind prepared for communion with God?
Do both silent and vocal ministry arise in response to the leading of the Holy Spirit?
Do all other activities of your meeting find their inspiration in worship, and do they, in turn, help
to uphold the worshipping group?.”

New England Yearly Meeting Faith and Practice, 1985 edition

Calendar
June 10

Last day of First Day School
Rise of Meeting, community group photo followed by followed by
First Day School End of Year Celebration (all Meeting invited!)

June 15-17

Junior High Yearly Meeting Retreat, Westport Meeting

July 1

5pm Meeting for Worship (summer schedule begins)
Rise of Meeting, potluck dinner

July 29

Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business following
evening potluck

Every Sunday (summer): 5p Meeting for Worship
Rise of Meeting, potluck dinner
2nd Saturdays: 5-8p Youngish adults potluck
Bart Czyz, btczyz@gmail.com, 207 899 5937

Portland Friends Meeting
Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business
June 3, 2018
We began in silent worship at 9:02 a.m, with 16 members and attenders present.
Co-clerk Lea Sutton read from New England Yearly Meeting Faith and Practice, 1985 edition:
Are meetings for worship held in expectant waiting for divine guidance?
Are you faithful and punctual in attendance?
Do you come in a spirit of openness with heart and mind prepared for communion with God?
Do both silent and vocal ministry arise in response to the leading of the Holy Spirit?
Do all other activities of your meeting find their inspiration in worship, and do they, in turn, help to uphold the
worshipping group?
1. Minutes. The May minutes were accepted, with one correction noted later in our meeting. The legal name of Sue Reilly,
who we accepted into membership two months ago is Susan reilly. This error was understandable, as the transfer letter
from Lewiston Meeting used the name Sue Reilly.
2. Treasurer: Sue Nelson presented the treasurer’s report, which we accepted. Here are the financial summaries that she
presented:
For the year we have income $28,007, expenses $26,015, and positive year to date balance of $1992.
Many thanks to the generosity of Friends and continued strong rentals. We are well situated going into the summer when
donations are generally slow.
Here are the year to date figures,which the meeting accepted:
Income
Donations:
Rental income:
Endowment:
Total:

$22,215
$ 1,627
$ 4.165
$28,007

41% of budget (5 months = 42%)
81%
42%
42%

Expenses
Meeting house:
Meeting community:
Meeting contributions:
Total:

$ 6,511
$ 9,474
$10,030
$26,015

35%
34%
51%
39%

Balance

$ 1,992

Quick Summary of Income and Expenses
5 month — 42% of 2018
Year-to-date Income
Percent of Budget

$28,007
42%

Year-to-date Expenses
Percent of Budget

$26,015
39%

Balance

$1,992

3. Ministry and Counsel: Dorothy Grannell began the report for Ministry and Counsel.
Ministry and Counsel has received the report of the clearness committee for membership for Justin Fenty. The committee
has determined that Justin is clear to join Portland Friends Meeting and become a member of the Religious Society of
Friends. Ministry and Counsel approved this request and recommends Justin Fenty as a member of Portland Friends
Meeting. The meeting approved.
Racism, White Supremacy and Quakerism Summary Report Jessica Eller. Speaking for Ministry and Counsel, submitted
the following report regarding our racism workshops:
Beginning in January, a series of workshops and explorations were offered at rise of Meeting, following bag lunch
discussion. We estimate a total of 50 people connected to Portland Friends Meeting joined for one or more of the
offerings. Leadership was provided by Julie de Sherbinin, Susan Davies, Dorothy Grannell, Zoshia Szatkowski, Sascha
Rosemary Drice, and Jessica Eller.
(cont-)
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(minutes continued from page 2)

3. Ministry and Counsel: Racism, White Supremacy and Quakerism Summary Report (cont-) Topics included: An OpenHearted Inquiry into Racial Identity, Cracking the Codes: The System of Racial Inequity, Voices of Color/Color of Change,
Quakers of Color, White Fragility & Dismantling Racism, White Privilege, and considering the NEYM Minute on
Challenging White Supremacy. In addition to the workshops, Young Friends lead an inter-generational Privilege Walk
experience. The last scheduled gathering invited participants to post reflections and resources, followed by Worship
Sharing where the following queries were offered: What have you/we learned? What truth has been revealed? Where is
the Spirit moving? What is our work?
The ad hoc coordinating committee which organized this series was encouraged by the wide attendance, openness to
exploring tender subjects, and willingness to share deeply. Julie felt affirmed in her leadership, and Jessica was
heartened by the feeling of safety which allowed vulnerable sharing in worship sharing and in messages that had been
arising in Meeting for Worship. There was also a sense that more learning and opportunities were needed: individually,
as a Meeting and as we look to engage with our larger community. This work is continuing as Ministry and Council
considers next steps.
We asked that Dorothy forward this report to New England Yearly Meeting
Dorothy Grannell continued the M&C report. Ministry and Counsel is recommending the formation of two working
groups that would function between now and December 31. The first continues the work on racism and white privilege
and the second concerns how we as a meeting are a welcoming presence for newcomers and all members and
attenders as well as outreach to the wider community.
We believe that Racism and White Privilege is important and is a topic that should be kept before the meeting. We
therefore seek two to four Friends to be contact people and work group for individuals and groups who want to foster
the discussion. The following ways this might happen include but are not limited to:
1. Responding to the NEYM minute on white privilege
2. Seeking ways in which we as a meeting can meet and work with people of color, immigrants, the disabled, poor
or LGBTQ individuals or anyone experiencing injustice and systemic restrictions of rights and access
3. Learning ways to interrupt the patterns of discrimination and train interested members on how to gain and use
these skills
4. Looking at our meeting to see if or how we are participating in systemic injustice
5. Encouraging each committee of PFM to consider ways to probe the ways in which white supremacism plays out in
their composition and work.
6. Revisiting these topics as a means of an ongoing educational process for the meeting
7. Opening the discussion and sharing what we have learned as a meeting to the wider community such as
sponsoring open community discussions with other groups or churches
8. Supporting individuals working on anti-racism and white privilege issues in their work and ministry.
The meeting approved having a continuing group looking and working on these issues. Jessica Eller & Marlee Turner
are already part of this group, and others are welcome to join ....
Coming out of the racism discussion and out of messages in worship, Ministry and Counsel also hopes to expand inreach to our existing and new members and attenders and outreach to the wider community. We seek to learn how
Quakerism may speak to these audiences.
Therefore, we suggest another work group to look at our processes that welcome, or sometimes feel unwelcoming, to
newcomers; our room use for hospitality and hospitality in general. Tom Tracy has agreed to facilitate this process along
with Rhoda Renschler. Two more people are sought. A series of small group discussions with different groups of
people either at summer potlucks or other venues will be pursued to learn what we are doing right and what can be
(cont-)
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3. Ministry and Counsel: Racism, White Supremacy and Quakerism Summary Report (cont-) improved. A number of
suggestions have been proposed by M & C members and others. Other ideas will be welcomed as well as ways we can
reach out to the wider community by offering discussions, films or promoting World Quaker Day.
The meeting accepted this report, approved this endeavor, and expressed gratitude that Ministry and Counsel is
helping to keep us focused on this issue. Anybody interested in working on this group should contact Tom Tracy.
Ministry and Counsel will report back on the progress of this group. Also Kirk Reid [sp] will be part of this group.
Lise Wagner told of her and Dorothy being invited to a Ifthar break fast celebration during Ramadan , and how moving
it was to experience this bond across our faiths.
4. Summer Morning Worship Options: Dorothy Grannell continued the Ministry and Counsel Report. Since in the past
we have found it difficult to be consistent with offering to have the meeting open for early morning worship, Ministry
and Counsel suggest that those Friends who prefer morning worship in the summer not try to open this meetinghouse
but instead take advantage of our time change to worship with other Friends in Southern Maine and throughout New
England. Worship times and locations in Southern Maine will be posted in the newsletter, on the e-group and on a
poster in the foyer. Friends may also offer to host small group worship at their homes or an outdoor location
announcing those opportunities through an egroup posting. Here are some relatively local meetings:
Brunswick Friends: 10am 56 Elm St. Topsham, ME
Durham Friends: 10:30 am. 532 Quaker Meetinghouse Rd., Durham. ME
Mahoosuc Mountains WG has disbanded, no scheduled worshp
Southern Maine Friends: Contact clerk for times and location Linda Lyman 207850-1934
Portland Friends 5pm 1837 Forest Ave., Portland, ME July through first week in September. Pot luck follows
Quaker Ridge Meeting House, occasionally at 10:30 am 141 Quaker Ridge Rd. Casco , ME
Meetinghouse unlocked May - October for meditation and worship at anytime.
Windham Friends Church 9 am through July, 374 Gray Rd., Windham, ME
There are 12 active meetings in Vassalboro Quarter in lovely “vacation” regions of Maine
Other locations may be found on websites: www.neym.org and www.fwccamericas.org
Dorothy reported that Mahoosuc Mountains Worship Group has disbanded, sometimes this winter, unbeknown to us.
What is our role in strengthening the Religious Society of Friends, and particularly worship groups under our care? It was
suggested that we research our obligations and opportunities. Dorothy noted that their clerk has been contacted, we
have verified that they are leaving no debts, and that their membership is accounted for. But even though our formal
and legal obligations may be satisfied, we need to review what holding a worship community in our care should really
mean to our meeting, and to our Quarterly Meeting. Also, we need to explore our feeling of grief and sadness at losing
another worshiping community.
5. Mary Ellen Rollins death: Lise Wagner reminded us of the death of Mary Allen Rollins, a member of Portland Friend
Meeting since 1989, on May 18.
6. Communications Review Committee Report: The Communications Review Committee recommends that the Wi-Fi
Router be installed in the library, with a cable coming in from behind the desk, taking advantage of a whole already
started through the brick exterior wall. The library is also a central location which should allow the signal to be available
throughout the building.
We recommend that a technical person be identified as the individual who will be responsible for maintaining the Wi-Fi
router, and coordinating with Spectrum (our internet provider). Edd Burns has volunteered to be the initial person to fill
this role.
We are still reviewing how to handle creation and distribution of passwords, and other security concerns. We will
address that issue at the next business meeting.

(cont-)
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6. Communications Review Committee Report (cont-): We expressed appreciation for the work of the communications
review committee on this matter, and are comfortable with the way this is proceeding.
7. Revision of Leadings Applications Guidelines: Muriel Allen noted that the Leadings Committee has added this text to
their “Guidelines for Applications to the Leadings Committee:”
5. There are two application periods each year -- in April and October. Applicants should be aware that
submissions that arrive after the last day of these months will be considered in the next cycle.
Remember that Clearness Committees are always available to help with discernment. Make a written request to
the Clerk of Ministry and Counsel. Please allow as much time as possible for the Committee to convene.
The committee also added this list of resources to their guidelines packet:
Nudged by the Spirit by Charlotte Fardelman (in the Meeting library)
How Do I know if it’s a Leading by Ruth Hyde Paine, Southern Yearly Meeting for Religious Society of Friends
Annual Michener Lecture 1992, reprinted 2002. Email request to office@seym.org $4.00
Spiritual Discernment: The Context and Goal of Clearness Committees by Patricia Loring, Pendle Hill Pamphlet
305, 1992. Available at Pendle Hill Bookstore. www.https://pendlehill.org/bookstore/ $7.00
The meeting welcomed these changes, that make our process clearer, and that provide added clarity to those who may
apply for leadings support. We are glad to know that member of the Leadings Committee are always available to
provide support.
We will find a way to make the Leadings support application easily accessible on our website. We also heard broader
concerns about having an easy way to search or identify any documents regarding our meeting's history of action. We
expressed appreciation for Andy Grannell's extensive work that leads towards such capability, and asked Andy and the
Communications Review Committee to follow up on this.
Our meeting closed in silent workshop at 10:00 a.m., with 20 members and attenders present, purposing to meet again,
God willing, after the pot luck that follows our 5:00 pm meeting for worship, on July 29, 2018. (As we do not meet in
August, this date is not our usual first Sunday of the month.)
Respectfully submitted,
Arthur Fink,
Co-Recording Clerk

Stories by the Forest at Friends School of Portland
During our seven weeks of summer programs, FSP will host Stories by the Forest weekly on
Tuesdays at 11am. Maine authors, storytellers, and musicians will present children's stories
and activities. Free and open to the public. Bring a picnic lunch!
Tuesday, June 19, 2018: Storyteller (and FSP aftercare coordinator) Linda Ashe-Ford presents
The Mermaid and the Golden Comb -- a Jamaican Folktale
Tuesday, June 26: Sparks' Ark -- live animal presentation
Tuesday, July 3: Dakota Douglas and Colin Richardson of the Maine Primitive Skills School present a Forest Story,
and teach awareness and tracking skills as part of the experience
Tuesday, July 10: Jackson Gillman presents Songs and Stories for a Small Planet
Tuesday, July 17: Sharoan Cohen and Kevin Attra lead a participatory story of dance and music
Tuesday, July 24: Artist Scott Kelley --author and illustrator of I am Birch
Tuesday, July 31: Maine Audubon presents bird stories and bird calls
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Contemplative Writing Prompts from Adult
Religious Education: Quotes on Racial Justice
quotes shared during ARE classes will be shared
over the next few issues of our newsletter
“If you have come to help me you are wasting
your time. But if you recognize that your liberation
and mine are bound up together, we can walk
together.” Lila Watson
“Ideologies separate us. Dreams and anguish
bring us together.” Eugene Ionesco
“If in our daily life we can smile, if we can be
peaceful and happy, not only we, but everyone
will profit from it. This is the most basic kind of
peace work.” Thich Nhat Hanh
“If you think you're too small to have an impact,
try going to bed with a mosquito in the room.”
Anita Koddick
“If you want peace, work for justice.” Pope Paul VI
“If you want to make peace, you don’t talk to your
friends. You talk to your enemies.” Moshe Dayan

Bulletin Board
Looking for a Mac Laptop
My mid 2010 Macbook pro is beginning to go a bit wonky,
and the repair service has been unable to diagnose the
problem. It is still (mostly) usable, but
increasingly unreliable. I’m presently taking some online
classes, and hope to start with other classroom based
programs this fall, and would really feel more comfortable
with something reliable.
So if anyone is upgrading (or already has and has a well
working backup they’d be willing to part with), I’d be ever so
grateful! Hoping this reaches someone who is in a position
to offer this as a donation, or possibly barter (hey, I’ve got
some artwork that could find a new home!).
Thanks, Tom Antonik (207) 807-1442, QQmonk@gmail.com

Free to a good home: full-size futon and
wooden frame. Contact Lise at 232-1778.
Thank you!
For rent Available Aug 1st 2018
1st floor,2 bedroom Apartment in a Quaker friendly building
("friends" on the 2nd and third floors)

The 5th World Quaker Day will be celebrated on
October 7th, 2018. The updated website is now
open. http://www.worldquakerday.org/

120 Pleasant Ave,Portland; A great apartment in Deering
Center Neighborhood.
1100 Sf with Hardwood floors,Circa 1900 detailing,formal
dining room and 2 bedrooms

You will find a new video of Executive Director
Gretchen Castle and links to two other videos.
On the right hand side of the site you will find
references to how meetings around the world
have celebrated in the past, many NE meetings
are referenced as well as Portland. What does
Portland want to do this fall to celebrate and let
others know we are here?

$1350 per Month plus utilities with a 1 month security Deposit
and 1 year lease

The winter tree Resembles me,
Whose sap lies in its root:
The spring draws near
As it, so I Shall bud, I hope, and shoot.

Water and hot water is included in the rent, as is use of washer
and dryer for tenants only.

—Thomas Ellwood, 1639-1714
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electric Estimated at $50 per month or $600 per year
Oil BBHW heat estimated at $165 per month over 12
months @$2.6 per gal,approx 750 gal per year
This is a smoke free three unit building.
Off Street parking for 2 cars in the winter. In the summer offstreet parking for 1 car.

For more information contact; Jennifer Frick
jfrick47@gmail.com> or cell 939 1312 or Peter Raszmann
Praszmann@myfairpoint.net> or cell 329 8117 ( I have Pics I
can forward) or 207 775 5141

Summer Worship Options
Be adventurous this summer…. Try a new worship format… Make new Friends
FWCC worship March 2017
Brunswick Friends: 10am 56 Elm St. Topsham, ME
Durham Friends: 10:30 am. 532 Quaker
Meetinghouse Rd., Durham. ME
Mahoosuc Mountains WG no scheduled worship
Southern Maine Friends: Contact clerk for times and
location Linda Lyman 207850-1934
Portland Friends 5pm 1837 Forest Ave., Portland, ME
July through first week in September. Pot luck follows
Quaker Ridge Meeting House,occasionally at 10:30 am 141 Quaker Ridge
Rd.Casco,ME
Meetinghouse unlocked, May - October, for meditation and worship
Windham Friends Church 9 am through July, 374 Gray Rd., Windham, ME
There are 12 active meetings in Vassalboro Quarter in “vacation” regions of Maine
Other locations may be found on websites: www.neym.org and www.fwccamericas.org
Wi-Fi Spirituality
The internet is a part of our lives and it will soon be available at the meetinghouse which means more resources will be
available to us for education, meditation and edification.
However, you don't have to wait for its arrival! Available on you phone, tablet, and computer wherever wi-fi is available.
1. “What Do Quakers Believe?" Twenty-six Friends from across the U.S. give "elevator" definitions of different aspects of
Quakerism. Very moving. Be sure to look for the queries below the video on the site.Here is the link: http://
quakerspeak.com/what-do-quakers-believe/
2. New England Yearly Meeting live streamed a workshop on June 2. The recording is available on their Facebook page.
You have to scroll down a bit to find it. Topic: Ministries - How are we all ministers in the Society of Friends? How do
we support those who are called to a specific ministry? What is ministry? 90 minutes. We will be able to participate in
workshops like this again.
3. The 5th World Quaker Day will be celebrated on October 7th, 2018. The updated website is now open. http://
www.worldquakerday.org/
4. Are you a podcast fan? There are some good ones out there.
On Carrying a Concern | Hosted by Callid and Kristina Keefe-Perry under the care of Fresh Pond Monthly Meeting, part of
New England Yearly Meeting. Explores stories about the experiences of Friends following leadings into service. https://
www.ocacshow.org/
Young Quaker Podcast | A podcast made by and for Young Quakers. Created by Friends from Britain Yearly Meeting.
Recent episodes include "Silence Special," https://youngquakerpodcast.libsyn.com/
From Shirley Hager :
Sacred Instructions: Indiginous Wisdom for Living Spirit-Based Change by Love (and Revolution) Radio https://
www.podomatic.com/podcasts/occupyradio/episodes/2018-06-05T09_53_10-07_00
Quaker Faith and Podcast | Hosted by Micah Bales and Mackenzie Morgan. Uses Traditional Quaker Christianity as an
outline for exploring basics of Quaker faith and practices. This one is done by young conservative Friends http://
quakerpodcast.org/
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Friends of the Quaker Ridge Meeting House,

Broken Treaty Quilt Project Could Use Your Quilts

Please mark your calendar for Thursday, August 2 at
10am in the Quaker Ridge Meeting House. All are
welcome to attend the Annual Meeting for the QRMH
Fund, in compliance with IRS regs related to our 501(c)3
status as a non-profit.

Artist Gina Adams transforms used American quilts by
quilting onto both sides of them excerpts from treaties
between the US government and a tribe or nation. Of the
364 treaties, none have been upheld by the government.
None. So Gina's quilts serve as conversation starting
points. Four of them hung at Portland Museum of Art
until June 3. You can see her simple, but moving work
at www.ginaadamsartist.com

The agenda will include a financial report, consideration
of maintenance issues, and a look ahead to Maine's
Bicentennial in 2020. Your input is important.
The meetinghouse was unlocked at the end of April, and
will be open to visitors until Halloween. While we can't
offer assurances that someone will be present for worship
each summer Sunday at 10:30am, we encourage you to
come by with faith and enjoy the tranquility.
Feel free to call my cell phone - 215-359-5820 - to learn if
anyone of our clan is on the Ridge, and if you see signs
of life at the farmhouse with the picture window in the
second story (124 Quaker Ridge Rd. at Nakrem Lane) by
all means pull into the driveway and say Hi.
Looking forward to a joyful summer season, with
blessings for all,
Betsy

Portland Friends Meeting Email Lists
Our Meeting has two email lists, sometimes referred to as
“google groups.” The first list is “PFM Life of the
Meeting,” for items directly related to Portland Friends
Meeting or the wider Quaker world. The second is “PFM
Wider Community,” for any items of interest from the
PFM community to share.
To send an announcement to PFM Life of the Meeting,
email pfm-life-of-the-meeting@googlegroups.com.
To send an announcement to PFM Wider Community,
email pfm-wider-community@googlegroups.com.
Some guidelines:
• make the subject line of your email the subject line
that will go out to the list;
• only include text to be sent to the list, do not
include notes to the moderator; messages should
be sent exactly as you want them to appear on the
list.
Please note: the sender of a message will not receive a
copy of the message after it has been approved and sent
to the list. Most messages are approved within 1-2 hours,
all are addressed (usually approved) within 24 hours.
For technical support or for any questions related to the
lists please feel free to email pfm.email.list.owner@gmail.com.
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She hopes to make a quilt for each treaty - so far about
27 have been completed. I gave her two quilts I no
longer use that had been made by my greatgrandmother. I'm excited, humbled and honored to
contemplate their future as works of art that raise
awareness and maybe even contribute to reparations and
improved lives for Native Americans. She welcomes other
quilts and writes:
I usually am looking for antique quilts that have thin
batting between the front and back layers. I love it if they
appear to be 100 years old. I have used quilts that are
newer.....I just found one that has smaller yellow and red
with black stars on white cotton. I think it’s from the
1970’s and it gorgeous. I am willing to consider all
donated quilts as long as they are cotton and hand
quilted. Maybe an age date could be late 1800’s to 1970’s
and the details could be all cotton, thin batting, and
good condition, simply meaning they don’t need much
repair. I am okay with stains and small holes as I feel they
add to the work.
She asks that you include 1) your name and address so
she can thank you and eventually send you a picture of
the completed quilt, 2) the age of the quilt if you know it,
and 3) the state it is from and 4) its maker, if you know
those, too. You can mail them to: Gina Adams, 1513
Peterson Place, Longmont, CO 80501.
Feel free to share this announcement others.

Portland Friend Meeting

The Role and Function of Ministry & Counsel
Overall Purpose
Ministry & Counsel (M&C) nurtures the spiritual vitality of the meeting community and its members. It has
responsibility for deepening Meeting for Worship and ensuring that it is a welcoming, safe and spiritually enriching
experience for all. M&C provides support to the clerk or co-clerks of the meeting and helps determine how to
respond to a wide range of concerns that arise.
Specific Areas of Attention
Meeting for Worship: M&C attends to the quality and depth of worship, promoting spiritual growth as a
community, by example and through ongoing education and activities that seek a more profound experience of the
Spirit. M&C responds, as needed, to patterns of behavior that threaten the integrity of our shared pursuit of the
Light. At the same time, M&C remains sensitive to a range of modes of expression, seeking to balance individual
needs and the life of the whole. M&C discerns, on a case-by-case basis, how best to address concerns and how to
approach individuals with love, respect and clarity.
Illustrative activities: organize workshops or retreats for members; support singing before worship; ensure
organization of Christmas Eve event; arrange for different worship options.
Membership and Community: M&C considers ways to strengthen the Meeting community and gives attention to
welcoming guests and attenders. M&C responds to requests for clearness committees for membership, marriage or
important life choices—and for ongoing support committees. At times, M&C will refer matters to Pastoral Care,
when ongoing practical support is needed.
Illustrative activities: provide opportunities for inquiries about PFM and Quakerism following meeting for worship;
ensure follow-up with new attenders; provide information about how to apply for membership; check in
periodically with Mahoosic Mountain Worship Group (under the care of PFM).
M&C Procedures: M&C develops and disseminates clear procedural guidance for matters within M&C’s purview,
including: clearness committees; marriages; annual schedule/calendar; procedure for cancelling worship, when
necessary; threshing or seasoning sessions; memorials; and membership.
Logistics regarding Meeting for Worship: M&C is responsible for handling a range of practical matters
associated with meeting for worship, such as: greeters’ responsibilities; maintaining the policy and timing for
switching to and from the summer worship schedule; timing of entrance/exit during worship; silencing of cell
phones; audio amplification; format for joys and concerns, announcements, birthdays, final song, etc.
Weddings and Memorials: M&C ensures that oversight committees are established to support weddings, in
cooperation with the Events Committee, and assures proper filings with the State of Maine. It also provides for the
formation of oversight committees for memorial services and ensures that members are provided support regarding
end-of-life matters, as needed.
Reporting: M&C ensures development of key reports, including reports to monthly PFM business meeting, the
annual State of the Society report to NEYM, other committee reports and budget.
Approved by Ministry & Counsel 16 May 2018
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Portland Friends Meeting
1837 Forest Ave
Portland, ME 04103

Address Service Requested

Next newsletter deadline:
Tuesday, July 31, 11:59pm
submissions: pfmnewsletter@grantwinners.net

