Portland Friends Meeting Newsletter
First Month, 2019

Meeting for Worship: 10:30a Sundays
Adult Religious Education: 8:45a 2nd and 4th Sundays
First Day School: 10:45a 2nd and 4th Sundays

1837 Forest Ave Portland, ME 04103
portlandfriendsmeeting.org
207-200-6544

Connections
Co-Clerks
Dorothy Grannell
stemp41@gmail.com 207-233-6587
Liz Maier
lizasclerk@gmail.com 207-781-3009

Treasurer, Contributions

Jane Mullen, 215–421–5257
jmmmaine@aol.com

Treasurer, Operating Account
Kathy Beach 207-233-2065
katherinegbeach@gmail.com

“Relationship is at the heart of Friends practice. It's carefully woven in our communities
through acts of presence, prayer, and participation. The substance of faithful community is
formed when we love one another, serve one another, challenge each other to greater
faithfulness, and name when and where we see the Spirit at work. ”
— Noah Merrill, General Secretary of New England Yearly Meeting

Calendar
January 11-13: Junior High Yearly Meeting Retreat, Westport, MA
January 18-21: Young Friends Retreat, Deerfield, MA
January 20:

Treasurer, Special Funds
Special Needs Funds

Chris Beach 772-2779
Elizabeth Szatkowski 772-1774

Ministry and Counsel
Chris Beach 772-2779
beachris99@gmail.com

Pastoral Care Coordinator
Christina Davis 518-0784

Childcare Coordinator

12-1p at Portland Friends Meeting (“PFM”), Racial Justice reading
group, Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer

January 25-27: Junior Yearly Meeting, Wellesley, MA
February 3: 12-1p at PFM, Racial Justice reading group, Braiding Sweetgrass
by Robin Wall Kimmerer
February 24: 12-2p at PFM Special Workshop on Indigenous Peoples (details inside)
Monthly
First Sunday of the month: 9a Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business
Every Sunday: 10:30a Meeting for Worship

Susan Grannell 401-413-5951
grannell8@gmail.com

2nd and 4th Sundays: 8:45a Adult Religious Education
10:45a First Day School

Religious Education

2, 3, 4, & 5th Sundays: 10:00-10:20a Intergenerational singing

Adult: Sandi Jensen 207-839-2372
Judy Spross 617-872-8817
Youth: Luke Hankins 207-200-6042
Youth Religious Education
Coordinator:
Andy Grannell 207-878-8689
grannell90@gmail.com

Use of the Meetinghouse
Lise Wagner 232-1778
lise.r.wagner@gmail.com

e-group coordinator
pfm.email.list.owner@gmail.com
Newsletter submissions

Heather Denkmire
pfmnewsletter@grantwinners.net

Address change details

Dennis Redfield
dennis.lee.redfield@gmail.com

2nd Saturdays: 5-8p Youngish adults potluck
Bart Czyz, btczyz@gmail.com, 207 899 5937
Family Open House @ Friends School of Portland — Saturday, January 12, 10am-noon
Tour our beautiful Passive House school,
meet our teachers, look around the
classrooms, and talk to current parents
and students. Learn more about Quaker
education and get a feel for our culture
of joyful learning. Our Head of School
and Director of Studies will be on hand
to answer your questions. This event is
for families with children entering
preschool through 8th grade;
prospective students and their siblings
are welcome! If you would like to attend,
please click here to RSVP (https://
friendsschool.wufoo.com/forms/rsvpform/) or email Jen McNally, Admissions Director (jen@friendsschoolportland.org).

Portland Friends Meeting
Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business
January 6, 2019
We began in silent worship at 9:02 a.m, with 34 members and attenders present.
Our presiding clerk, Liz Maier, read this text by Noah Merrill, General Secretary of New England Yearly Meeting:
Relationship is at the heart of Friends practice. It's carefully woven in our communities through acts of presence,
prayer, and participation. The substance of faithful community is formed when we love one another, serve one another,
challenge each other to greater faithfulness, and name when and where we see the Spirit at work.
1. Ministry and Counsel State of Society exercise. Speaking out of the silence, Beth Bussiere-Nichols, for our Ministry and
Counsel Committee, led us through a worship sharing exercise, inviting Friends to share our general sense of, or moments
or examples from the last year when we experienced Portland Friends Meeting as particularly deeply held and guided, or
conversely, moments or examples when we “out ran our leadings” in the areas of Meeting for Worship, Meeting for
Business, or the work of the Meeting as done through our committees.
We were reminded of our work on racism and white privilege, helping us learn who we are as a community and how we
can grow together. Our work with Family Promise, providing temporary housing for those in need, has been a source of
joy and an inspiration that transcends language. Still, there are not enough of us to best carry on this work. We are lifted
up by our many children, who are so wonderfully inquisitive as they take on our faith and the testimony of our lives.
Friends who did not speak in this meeting, or who wish to add additional insight, are invited to speak to a member of
Ministry and Counsel, or to call or email Beth before this Wednesday (207-939-8247 or beth.bussiere@gmail.com).
2. December minutes. The minutes from our December 2018 Meeting for Business were accepted as printed in the
newsletter.
3. Financial report for December 2018. Kathy Beach reported that we ended the year on a very positive note, with a yearend balance of $5,632. Given that the Meeting has approved a plan to pave the parking lot in 2019 for an estimated cost
of $34,000, the Financial Oversight committee recommends that this money be put aside to help with payment for that
capital expense. Since a contract has not yet been signed, the cost could be higher than last summer’s estimate. She
suggested that we build up funds for future capital improvement projects – initially transferring our surplus of $5,632 the
capital improvement fund.
Here is her financial report, which we accepted with appreciation for her careful work:
Financial summary for Portland Friends Meeting – December 2018 12 months = 100%
Year to date
Income
Donations
Rent
Endowment
Total **

% of budget

$ 47,862
3,618
9,996
$ 61,476

88%
181%
100%
93%

Expenses
Meeting house
Meeting community
PFM contributions to
other organizations
Total **

15,564
20,900

85%
74%

19,380
$ 55,844

100%
84%

Balance ****

$

5,632

4. Budget for 2019. Jo Linder presented a revised budget proposal for 2019. Noting that the budget was discussed in
detail last month, Jo focused only on significant changes being proposed.

(cont-)
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(minutes continued from page 2)

4. Budget for 2019. (cont-) Jo also presented a revised proposal on meeting contributions – That Portland Friends Meeting
focus our contributions on Quaker organizations and those organizations with a strong interconnection with our meeting.
The meeting accepted this proposal, and the proposed budget as presented, with appreciation for the careful work of the
entire finance committee. We did ask that the payment in lieu of taxes to the City of Portland be moved to the
Meetinghouse Expense category. We did note that our surplus this year comes from less than budgeted spending, but
that we are using that surplus to augment our capital improvement fund. Our budget this year calls for a considerable
increase in contribution by members and attenders – an important goal for us to keep in mind.
We heard several ideas about how the meeting could encourage us all to personally support a variety of groups that may
not have a particularly Quaker connection, but that do further Quaker concerns.
5. Youth Religious Education. Luke Hankins reported that The Youth Religious Education Committee has ended its search
for a new Religious Education Coordinator, having selected Andy Grannell for the position. We look forward to his
contributions to the spiritual health of our community's youth and extend our gratitude to Anne Payson for agreeing to
extend her time with us in order facilitate an orderly transition over the next few weeks. The meeting approved this
appointment.
Luke also presented the following minute of Appreciation for Anne Payson, which the meeting enthusiastically supported:
The Youth Religious Education Committee is grateful for our beloved Friend Anne Payson’s many years of faithful work as
the Youth Religious Education Coordinator for Portland Friends Meeting. During her seven year tenure, Anne has been a
tireless supporter and advocate for the young people and families of the meeting community.
She has recruited, guided and overseen the teachers that continue to play such an important role in the religious
education of our children. Her attention to detail and sense of tradition have ensured that events such as Easter Breakfast
and the Advent Garden have been enduring memories for members of our community of all ages. Anne has been
consistent in encouraging connections with the wider Quaker world, including Young Friends, Quaker summer camps and
our support of Bradley at the Kakamega orphanage. With a joyful smile and loving attention to our regulars and visiting
families, Anne has ensured that youth participation has continued at healthy levels, a vital service to the long-term
vibrancy of our Meeting.
Anne brought warmth, partnership, and a dedication to the role that is deeply appreciated by all of us on the committee.
Through the years, we have depended on Anne’s quiet stewardship, and we hope we can continue to draw upon her
insights and experience in the future.
6. New meeting sign. Karin Wagner reported for both the Buildings and Grounds committee and the Ad Hoc Committee
on Outreach, seeking approval for funds to replace our present sign with a more attractive, legible, and welcoming sign,
to be located between our large tree and the meeting house building itself. They estimate that this project, including
graphic design, sign fabrication and installation, city permit fees, etc, will cost between $8,000 and $10,000.
The current sign lacks color and vibrancy, and is hard to read while driving by. Our new sign should be more visually
appealing, project an inviting message, and be readable by drivers traveling at 30 – 40 mph. The committee feels it is
important that we engage a professional designer and fabricator to insure that these goals can be well met.
The meeting found unity that we really need a new and more functional sign, even though that there is not yet a firm
budget or dedicated budget line. We approved having the Building and Grounds Committee spend money already in its
budget for sign design and planning, noting that we can continue this consideration as the Welcoming Committee event
on January 27th, and then at a future Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business.
7. Leadings Committee. Muriel Allen wished us all a Happy New Year, and reminded us that the next round of applications
is due between April 1st and April 30th There are guidelines on the table in the foyer and in the library. Sadly, they did
not receive any applications in the fall period and so they ask all of us to think how we can encourage more people to
apply. Please share your thoughts with any members of the Committee: Muriel Allen murielpfm@gmail.com, Kathy Beach
katherinebeach@gmail.com, Sandi Jensen sandijensen60@gmail.com or Patricia Pyle patricia_pyle@yahoo.com. or in
person.
8. Memorial Minutes. Dorothy Grannell noted that minutes for John Radebaugh and for Marlee Turner are being drafted.
Beth Bussiere-Nichols and Lyn Ballou would like to receive more information about Marlee’s life.
(cont-)
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9. Welcoming Committee. Our clerk summarized a report from Sarah Cushman: The ad hoc Welcoming & Fellowship
group formed last spring and has been engaging meeting attenders on the topics of welcoming and outreach under the
oversight of Ministry & Counsel Committee. They will be hosting a listening and information session on Sunday January
27 from 11:45 am – 1:15 pm. There will be no announcements after meeting that day. Instead, we’ll convene for a soup
and bread lunch, and then sharing on the question, “How can we come to know one another better.” All of us –
“seasoned” Friends and new comers, are strongly encouraged to attend.
The full report will be included in the newsletter. No action was needed on this matter.
10. Closing. Our meeting closed in silent workshop at 10:17 a.m., with 42 members and attenders present, purposing to
process one item of business after meeting for worship, and then to meet again, God willing, on December 2, 2018, at
9:00 am.
Respectfully submitted,
Arthur Fink,
Co-Recording Clerk

"How do I send an announcement for
after worship?”
When you have an announcement that you want to
make following worship on a Sunday please:
1.

Identify it as Life of the Meeting (LOM), Wider
Quaker World (WQW) or Community

2. Tell us the basics: What, For whom, When,
Where. Will you answer questions? Is there a
poster on the bulletin board?
3. Send the email to:
Co-Clerks Liz Maier lizasclerk@gmail.com
Dorothy Grannell stemp41@gmail.com
4. Also send it to the people who are recording the
announcements after worship
1st Sunday Chris Beach, beachris99@gmail.com
2nd Sunday Brad Bussiere-Nichols,
pfmbrad@gmail.com
3rd Sunday Morgana Warner-Evans,
morgana.warnerevans@gmail.com
4th Sunday Judy Spross, jaspross@gmail.com
5th Sunday

Julie deSerbinin, jwdesher@colby.edu

Backups: Elizabeth Szatkowski, eliz.szat@gmail,com
Rob Levin, rob@roblevin.net
Holly Travers,dhtravers@myfairpoint.net
5. Please send the announcement no later than
Friday evening before you want to announce it. If
you will not be in attendance to make the
announcement please let us know.
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Everything, Anything
“Find everything you’re looking for?” a clerk asks
and I say, “I’m still looking for world peace.”
“Can I get you anything else?” a nurse asks
and I say, “Yes, a safe haven for refugees.”
For a millisecond, their faces soften
as they take a deep breath of imagining
then laugh or shake their heads
or commiserate. For a few minutes
we might even discuss
our planet’s highest possibilities.
Maybe that deep breath,
that imagining,
is a starting place.
— Laura Grace Wheldon
from moonmagazine.org
submitted by Karyl Sylken

Mary Tracy sends a big thank you to all who
brought in donations for Refugee and
Immigration Services. They helped a lot during
a crunch time. Although we do not know the
number of new arrivals to expect for
2019, RIS can almost
always use blankets,
winter hats gloves and
scarves, socks, bar
soap, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, shampoo
and deodorant. Things
can be put in the box
near the back entrance at
the Meetinghouse.

Dear Friends,
Before something new begins, it's important to pause to
give thanks.
Here's some good financial news: Thanks to you and
hundreds of Friends like you from Connecticut to Maine,
in the recently-ended fiscal year New England Yearly
Meeting of Friends met and exceeded our overall
fundraising goals, continuing five years of patient
progress toward financial sustainability in support of the
ministries of New England Quakers. That's a statement
about stewardship, and about how we support what
matters to us as a regional faith community.
We ended the fiscal year with a smaller-than-anticipated
deficit. If we all come together, we're on track to balance
our yearly meeting's budget in the coming year.
And there's so much more to be thankful for. With your
help, countless Friends worked diligently to nourish the
Quaker movement in New England in 2018.
Together we:
• Published a monthly newsletter lifting up the life and
ministry of New England Quakers—sharing Friends'
stories, and amplifying our shared witness on the climate
crisis and work for racial justice;
• Raised a more powerful voice on behalf of Friends in our wider region on vital issues of our times through timesensitive public statements, ecumenical engagement, and organizing;
• Partnered with local meetings to help foster multigenerational relationships, and integrate young adults & families
more fully in our faith communities;
• Offered workshops and opportunities for connection among those whose service sustains our local meetings, from
clerks and treasurers to members of ministry & counsel committees;
• Removed barriers to participation and offered a wider welcome through the use of the Pay-As-Led approach to
event fees;
• Hosted events that nurtured faith and Quaker practice, including Annual Sessions, Living Faith gatherings, youth
retreats, spiritual nurture workshops, and more;
• Supported those who work with our youngest Friends, providing training and background screenings for youth
workers, and implementing our newly-approved child safety policy;
• Consulted with Friends and local meetings to imagine new and better ways to support the spiritual health and life
of children and families throughout New England
As we look to a new year, may we continue to grow in faith, in trust, in relationship, and in grounded joy. From this
Center, may we listen, love, and serve boldly as we take up the work before us.
For the opportunity to share this journey with you, I give thanks.
with prayers for our world in 2019,
Noah Merrill, Secretary
New England Yearly Meeting of Friends (Quakers)
[letter from NEYM copied from: https://mailchi.mp/neym/givingthanks2018?e=a3dc7e9ada]
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Portland Friends Meeting Email Lists
Our Meeting has two email lists, sometimes referred to as “google groups.” The first list is “PFM Life of the Meeting,”
for items directly related to Portland Friends Meeting business and/or the wider Quaker world. The second is “PFM
Wider Community,” for any items of interest from the PFM community to share, not necessarily directly related to
Quakers, including personal invitations or community events.
To send an announcement to PFM Life of the Meeting, email pfm-life-of-the-meeting@googlegroups.com.
To send an announcement to PFM Wider Community, email pfm-wider-community@googlegroups.com.
Please note: the sender of a message will not receive a copy of the message after it has been approved and sent to the
list. Most messages are approved within 1-2 hours, all are addressed (usually approved) within 24 hours.
For technical support or for any questions related to the lists please feel free to email pfm.email.list.owner@gmail.com.
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Greetings to all at Portland Friends
Meeting. I want to thank you all for the
generous out pouring of cards and
contacts that have come from this
community since the death of my
husband Don Booth. There has been a
new door opened in my life; after 51 years
together I have much to learn about being
with myself and experiencing the choices
and responsibilities that come with that.
I feel blessed to have had such a fine life
with him and feel resilient looking
forward. The blessed Friends both in
Portland and in Florida are supporting
the on the journey ahead. Love and
gratitude to you all. Tracy

Racial Justice reading group and Workshop
PFM's racial justice group invites all Friends to three January/
February gatherings to learn more about the history and culture,
oppression and resilience of Native Americans.
The Racial Justice reading group will be discussing the book
BRAIDING SWEETGRASS by Robin Wall Kimmerer in two
sessions. Each session will meet from 12:00 noon to 1:00 pm in
the "Classroom" at the meeting house. Participants are
welcome to 'graze' on the lovely post-Meeting snacks or to
bring their own bag lunch.
Sunday, January 20: Chapters 1-22
Sunday, February 3: Chapters 23-41
Sunday, February 24: Special Workshop on Indigenous Peoples
Whether or not you are able to join the reading group, mark
your calendars for Sunday, February 24, 12:00 noon to 2:00
pm. Several Quakers will be joining us to speak and lead
discussion:
Shirley Hager, a former member of PFM and currently at
Winthrop Center, clerks the Wabanaki Relations working group
of Friends Committee on Maine Public Policy. Her book on
native and non-native gatherings in Maine is due out this spring.
Leslie Manning, Durham FM, is in the NEYM Reparations work
group for Native American relations in the New England area.
Maggie Edmonson, pastor of Winthrop Center Friends, is part
of the “Decolonizing Faith” effort through Maine-Wabanaki
REACH, and also clerks the North American group of Friends
seeking right relationship with indigenous peoples through
truth, justice and healing.

First Day School News
The Youth Religious Education
Committee is pleased to announce the
selection of Andy Grannell as the new
Youth Religious Education Coordinator,
replacing Anne Payson. Andy looks
forward to getting to know First Day
School families and contributing to the
spiritual well-being of our youth.
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In preparation for the above, all are encouraged to view
DAWNLAND, a documentary about the Maine history of native
children being forcibly removed from their families, and the
subsequent reconciliation projects. It will show on Maine Public
Television on Thursday, Jan. 10 from 10:00-11:00 pm, and on
Saturday, Jan. 12 from 11:00am-12noon. Check the MPBN
schedule for more showings.
Questions? Contact Julie (for the PFM Racial Justice Group) at
jwdesher@colby.edu

After Worship Snack Volunteers for January are:
January 6th: Sandi Jensen and Sam Broaddus
January 13th: Morgana Warner-Evans, Bart Czyz,
and Brooke Burkett
January 20th: Bernard Mohr and Karin Wagner
January 27th: Genna Ulrich and Hannah Colbert
If you haven't yet volunteered to bring snacks: are you
willing to chip in? It's only once in a long while, and you
can enjoy the snacks others bring on all the other
Sundays. If you haven't volunteered yet, or can't
remember if you volunteered, please email Valerie
Todd at valerie.t.todd@gmail.com. We are grateful for
everyone who has already helped out in the past
months, and hope you enjoy the good food and good
conversation!
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Obie Philbrook and Carmen Nobel, childhood friends at PFM!

Portland Friends Meeting
1837 Forest Ave
Portland, ME 04103

Address Service Requested

Next newsletter deadline:
Tuesday, February 5, 11:59pm
submissions: pfmnewsletter@grantwinners.net

