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Portland Friends Meeting Newsletter

Meeting for Worship: Sundays 10:30a 
 Wednesdays 5:30p

Fifth Month, 2016

Adult Education, First Day School: 2nd & 4th Sundays

“Do children receive the loving care of your meeting? 
Does the meeting nurture their religious life and give them an understanding of the principles and 
practices of Friends? 
Are you an example to your children in your faithfulness to the ideals you profess? 
Do you promote your children's moral and spiritual development by loving oversight of their education, 
recreation, and social activities? 
Do you listen to children, recognizing that the Spirit may lead them along paths you have not foreseen? 
Do you assist them to assume their rightful responsibilities in the home, the meeting, and the 
community?” 

New England Yearly Meeting, 1985 Faith & Practice, III: Advices and Queries

1837 Forest Ave Portland, ME 04103
portlandfriendsmeeting.org 

207-200-6544

Calendar 
May 14: 6:30-11p, Benefit dance for Friends of Kakamega 

June 4: 10:30-1p Concern for Ministry, Durham Friends Meeting 

June 12: 10:45a last day of First Day School (children) 
Rise of Meeting; First Day School celebration (all) 

June 25: Falmouth Quarter Summer (fun and frolic) Meeting 

Monthly 
Every Sunday: 10:30a Meeting for Worship 

Every Wednesday: 5:30p Meeting for Worship 

1st Thursday: 4-7p Preble Street Soup Kitchen 
Aaiyn Foster 766-9762 

1st Sunday: 9a Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business 

2nd Saturday: 5-8p Youngish adults potluck  
Bart Czyz, btczyz@gmail.com, 207 899 5937 

2nd & 4th Sundays: Adult Religious Education, First Day School

Last Day of First Day School Sunday, June 12th Celebration for everyone!
 

Children, join us for First Day School classes, beginning at 10:45 (after the usual 15 
minutes of worship for children). 

After class children are then asked to be present for the Rise of Meeting, and then we 
scamper outside for FUN games and social time! The Meeting community is invited to 
join us, especially for the Tug of Peace! 

Please bring finger food to share...we provide the ice cream and popsicles. 

Whether you have participated in First Day School a little, or not at all, we would love to 
see you there!

mailto:btczyz@gmail.com
mailto:Mbwalsh@mainelyaccess.com
mailto:pfmnewsletter@grantwinners.net
mailto:rwnagle3@gmail.com
mailto:Mbwalsh@mainelyaccess.com
mailto:pfmnewsletter@grantwinners.net
mailto:rwnagle3@gmail.com
mailto:btczyz@gmail.com
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Minutes of Portland Friends Monthly Meeting 
May 1, 2016 

Portland Friends Meeting gathered in meeting for worship to conduct business on May 1, 2016 at 9 a.m., with 14 members and 
attenders present.  Jane Mullen held us in the Light. We began in silent worship, during which Co-Clerk Liz Maier read from the 
Query  No. 8, which begins “Do children receive the loving care of your Meeting?” 

1. Minutes.  There were no corrections necessary for the April minutes. 

2. Treasurer’s Report.  Jo Linder reported that our month of April ended with a 
negative balance of $2249.   Expenses for the month were $5628, and income 
was $3379.  Four  months into the year (1/3 of the way), year-to-date expenses 
were $20,669 (31% of the amount budgeted), and income was $14,617 (17% 
of the amount budgeted), leaving a negative year-to-date balance of ($6,052).   
Financial Oversight is grateful for our contributions and plans to keep 
announcing the need and how and why to do it at the rise of Meeting.  
 

Even though the Women’s and Men’s Retreats do not get figured into our 
operating budget,  It is important to know that the registration money for the 
Woman’s retreat paid for all the expenses, with a cushion of $30 going forward for next year’s retreat.  
 

The men did not incur any expenses, as they did a one-day retreat with potluck food from all participants.  
 

The Easter Breakfast is also not part of the operating budget, as we collect money and then send it off to various 
organizations. But since it involves money that Friends donate, the treasurer would like to report that the children of the 
Meeting collected $816 this year. She has sent the following checks, based on the recommendations from the children’s 
Business Meeting. 
 

     Friends of Kakamega for the sponsorship of Bradley, one of the elementary school students: $360  
     Heifer International: $120  
     Friendly Water for the World: $50  
     Friends School of Portland for scholarships: $143  
     Friends of Kakamega for the Orphan Care Center: $143 
 

We accepted the Treasurer’s report. 

3. Report on Meeting Statistics from the Recorder. Lise Wagner spoke on the evolution of keeping statistics at the Year 
Meeting level in regard to maiden names, birthright friends, children of attenders and other issues.  She reported that we 
began 2015 with 119 members and ended with 121.  There were two transfers out, three transfers in and one new 
membership here.  Average weekly attendance has been 54, which is lower than the previous year’s 66.  
 

Lise has worked with the Ministry and Counsel Committee on potentially lapsed members.  When a member has been 
absent for a long, a letter will be sent.  If no response is received, the person will be listed as “discontinued.”  This work 
also includes contacting former junior members to see whether they understand their memberships lapse at age 25 and 
would be welcomed back if they so decide.  
 

Friends expressed appreciation for Lise’s work, especially her going beyond the basic requirements.  She and Dorothy 
Grannell will work on an article for the newsletter about membership and attendance here and quarter-wide.  Lise 
mentioned she had received assistance in her work from Chris Gunderman.  She hopes the work will support efforts to 
contact Friends who have not been here for a while in other ways.  This should be done in the spirit of reaching out to let 
people know we miss them.  Marlee Turner volunteered to call people.  Barbara Rose McIntosh suggested Pastoral Care 
could take this on and will bring it to that committee. 

4. Youth Religious Education.  Sarah Petersen and Luke Hinkens reported for the committee. They have solved the problem 
of not enough teenage help by reaching out to Wayneflete students through Lydia Maier, who is one of the school’s 
administrators. 
 

They are however still looking for a Nursery Coordinator.  Despite a lot of work revamping the position, raising the salary 
and addressing safety procedures, they have been unsuccessful.  They have not gone beyond the Meeting community, and 
have also looked at using only Meeting resources in a cooperative model.  They now seek our help with ideas.

Quick Summary of Income and Expenses 
Four months — 33% of 2016 

 Year-to-date Income $14,617 
 Percent of Budget 17% 

 Year-to-date Expenses $20,669 
 Percent of Budget 31% 

 Balance ($6,052)

(cont-)
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4. (cont-) The problem has been needing to commit to every Sunday morning.  Job-sharing was suggested.  This creates 
issues of whether the child knows the caregiver and extra communications and administrative issues.  Friends nevertheless 
thought it is a worthwhile compromise which would make it possible for someone to commit to the job.  
 

It was suggested it was time to go beyond the Meeting to child care sources, which is where we have found previous child 
care people.  We should all be aware of the need and look for someone who would be appropriate.  The salaried job pays 
on average $16/hour,  requires about 5 hours per week,  and amounts to approximately $4,000 in a year. 

5. Ministry and Counsel. Jennifer Frick reported two joys from the committee.  
 

Clearness Committee for Karin Wagner and Bernard Mohr under the care of the meeting.  The Ministry and Counsel 
Committee is recommending that Karin and Bernard be married in the manner of Friends and under our care.  They are 
planning for a ceremony in Steuben, Maine on August 13, 2016 at 2 p.m..  
 

We approved and appointed a Meeting for Worship for this purpose. 
 

Marriage for Colin Bussiere-Nichols and Rania Campbell-Cobb under the care of the meeting.  Ministry and Counsel 
recommends that Colin and Rania be married in the manner of Friends and under our care.  They are planning for a 
ceremony at Broadturn Farm in Scarborough on July 24, 2016 at 3 p.m.  
 

Colin Bussiere-Nichols and Rania Campbell-Cobb want very much to bring their marriage under the care of Portland Friends 
Meeting. Colin and Rania have been married already in a civil ceremony in North Carolina.  However, they feel that their 
marriage is incomplete without the discernment and support that comes with the careful preparation for marriage under the 
care of a Friends meeting. The clearness committee which met several times with Rania and Colin found unity and clarity 
around going forward with holding a traditional Meeting for Marriage for this beloved couple, who grew up in our meeting.  
 

We approved and appointed a Meeting for Worship for this purpose. 

We closed with silent worship at 10:15 a.m. with 22 present, purposing to meet again at 9 a.m. on June 5, 2016, God willing. 

Lyn Ballou, Co-Recording Clerk

(continued from page 2)

Health and Numbers News from around the Quarter 

From the meeting's Recorder, Lise Wagner: Last year's numbers are in!  Portland Friends Meeting annual statistical report, 
which is submitted to our Quarter as well as to our Yearly Meeting, shows that we grew from 119 members in 2014 to 121 in 
2015.  We had 1 new member by application and 3 by transfer from other meetings.  We also had 2 members who transferred 
to other meetings, leaving us with a net gain.  We have 18 members who are 25 years or younger and 40 who are 65 years or 
older.  Our average attendance at weekly worship (members and attenders) appears to have dropped somewhat from last year 
to approximately 54, but business meeting attendance remains strong with an average of 24.  We have active attenders 
numbering approximately 68.  

We also have a worship group under our care.  Mahoosuc Mountains Worship Group, which meets in the Whitman Library in 
Bryant Pond, has an average attendance of 3, no business meeting and no committees.  They would love to have us visit! 

From the Clerk of the Quarter, Dorothy Grannell: If one combines the State of Society reports with the statistics, you get a 
different picture.  We have 3 types of meetings in Southern Maine, orthodox pastored somewhat evangelical, unprogrammed 
liberal learning, semi programmed Christocentric with a part time pastor, two expanded worship groups that are very liberal 
leaning and probably not Christocentric and very small unprogrammed meeting on a college campus that struggles yet 
supplies leadership in the quarter and the yearly meeting.  It is almost the full spectrum of Quakerism in one Quarter. Two are 
growing, two are holding their own and two are slowly dying with occasional growth spurts.  

In contrast to Portland, Durham Friends has 127 members, with average weekly attendance of 40 and average attendance at 
business meeting of 14.  They have 8 members 25 years or younger, 50 of 65 years and older.  Brunswick Meeting has 36 
members, with an average attendance at worship of 9 and average at business meeting of 5.  With less information provided 
to her, Dorothy reports that Windham Friends Church has had 6 deaths and 2 new members, with no children and no one 
under 50 years old attending.  Southern Maine Friends has about 20 members and meets twice a month.  Lewiston Meeting 
has 6 members, with average weekly attendance is 2-4.
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Spring Gala Dance and 
fundraiser 

A Benefit for Friends of 
Kakamega 

Saturday May 14th 
6:30 to 11pm 

McAvoys on the Green, 
Brunswick Golf Club 

165 River Road, Brunswick 

Food  Drink  Raffles 
 Presentation  Dancing 
$12pp  $20 for two 

RSVP patty jcarton@gmail
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On most Sundays in May, 

Marlee Turner invites you to join 

in on a Friendly lunch. We have 

enjoyed conversations in Tortilla 

Flat, Taco Trio, Susan's Fish 

and Chips and a Thai  

restaurant. What is your choice?

When you fill a 'Kakamega' Clynk bag 
with your returnable bottles and cans, 
you will feed 4 children! 

Bags are available on the table in the 
parlor at PFM.  It's easy...just take a 
full bag to any Clynk location at your 
Hannaford Supermarket.

The Bulletin Board 
(items here mostly correspond with 
notices on the Meetinghouse bulletin 
board) 

It is possible to eliminate accumulated 
internal stresses through an easily 
learned, inexpensive, natural, and 
effortless mental technique practiced 
for 15 minutes twice a day. Look for the 
Natural Stress Relief business card on 
the PFM bulletin board or visit 
www.nsrusa.org . David Spector, 
Member, PFM

Women in Harmony will hold it’s 
spring concerts on Friday May 20 at 
7:30 and Saturday May 21 at 4:00 at the 
State St. Church in Portland. The theme 
of the performance is In Remembrance, 
featuring "Where I Live: A Breast 
Cancer Oratorio" as well as other songs, 
which will raise awareness and 
encourage support of those whose lives 
have been affected by breast cancer. See 
Sandi Jensen or www.wihmaine.org for 
tickets.

Heather Denkmire’s paintings are on 
display at the Black Cat coffee shop on 
Stevens Avenue through the end of 
May. (I’d love for you to see them!)

Legacy Gift (cont-)

http://www.nsrusa.org/
http://www.nsrusa.org/
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Being With Barbie—Two Vignettes 
By Kathy Beach 

Life Passages 
On February 18, 2009, Barbie Potter passed away.  A few Friends and I 
sat with her that morning as she took her last breath, and then I felt her 
heart stop beating. It was a moment of crossing over, of spirit rising, of 
blessing. Then, in the afternoon, in my role as midwife, I sat with a 

mother-to-be and helped her 
guide her first-born, Ethan, into 
the world, as he, in turn, took his 
first breath. 

There was both sorrow and joy 
that day – life out, life in – a day 
that will stay with me forever.  
And so, too, do many other 
memories of Barbie. 

Barbie’s Car 
Each spring, for the last 7 years, as winter slowly lets go of its cold hold 
on us, I have wondered if Barbie’s Toyota Camry, now my car, will last 
another year. When I purchased it not long after she died, with the 
proceeds going to PFM, it was already well used. The details of its 
dents and rattles only Barbie knew. Since then I’ve added my own. For example, in 2010, I was stopped at a red light, 
when a car plowed into me from behind, causing me to plow into the car just ahead. I was okay; both bumpers not so.  
Gone were all of Barbie’s wonderful Quaker bumper stickers. The only original sticker that survives is affixed to the rear 
window.  But I have added new ones. 

I thank Barbie and her car every day, as it faithfully 
takes me to work and back, to the grocery store, 
bank, bookstore, GoodWill and friends’ homes all 
winter long (my bike carries me mostly in Spring, 
Summer and Fall). How lucky am I to drive the car of 
someone I look up to and admire so much! I feel her 
presence in the car as I drive.  When I observed a 
man talking to his dog, seated next to him in the 
passenger seat one day last week, I smiled and 
noted that I also talk to someone in the passenger 
seat. Her spirit is very much alive in me and in our 
beloved Toyota Camry, rust, bumper stickers and all.

Ethan

Saturday, June 4, 10:30-1p – A Meeting for Those With a Concern for Ministry 

At Durham Friends Meetinghouse (Bring a bag lunch) 

Brian Drayton, from Weare (NH) Meeting, has a concern to gather Friends from Falmouth and Vassalboro Quarters who 
are feeling a calling to ministry, to provide an opportunity for worship and fellowship.  If you have a concern for Gospel 
Ministry, if you sense a calling to being a spiritual nurturer, if you find yourself often called to vocal ministry in worship, or if 
you hunger for deep Spirit-led fellowship, please come to join us. 

We will follow a simple format: after introductions, Brian will share the concern that led to the gathering.  Then we will 
have a period of worship, followed by conversation.  Friends of all ages are encouraged to attend.
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Earth and Spirit Invites you to a ‘ Spring Reveling ‘ ~ ~ ~ *  
MAY 22, 2016 

 FINGER FOOD POT LUCK IN RECEPTION ROOM * at the Rise of Meeting ! 
A N D 

FILM SHOWING !  12:15 pm  ~  “PERMACULTURE”    

Permaculture is a Culture forming around the passion to work e v e n  m o r e  in a respectful conversation with our 
Mother Earth (maturation of ‘the one straw revolution’ ~ )  and is looking for sustainable,  p e r m a n e n t  a g r i c u l 
t u r e  as a way to care for the Earth, to nourish ourselves, and build more community.  The passion is to explore and 
inspire easy gardening all year long, small and large scale. 

Film runs a bit over an hour and was first ‘Premiered’ in Portland because quite a few of the Leaders of this 
Movement are from Maine. 

It is very entertaining, beautifully done and covers the blossoming of fresh approaches for urban gardens as 
well as looking at the fresh approaches being taken for industrial farming. 

We look forward to sharing this ’Spring Reveling’ with you !    

Please let us know if you would like Child Care and we will have it available.   
The children may love the film - because there are other children in it also !  

 We are happy to have Child Care available if you think that your children might need it for any portion of the time. 
 Please call ahead 207. 831.1062 (Aaiyn) so we can organize it for you.  Feel totally welcome !   

This film is fun and inspiring !

Summer Programs 
at Friends School of Portland 
Chickadee Camp for ages 4-6, 
and Fox Camp for ages 7-9, are 
all about summertime fun. 
Outdoor play & games, nature 
studies, a wide range of art 
activities, and stories & songs will 
fill the days. There are six one-

week sessions beginning June 20 and ending July 29. The day 
begins at 8:30am and ends at 3:00pm, with optional aftercare 
until 5:00pm. Camp cost is $280/week (with an additional fee 
of $90/week for aftercare). Led by FSP Art Teacher Laura 
Glendening. For more details and to register, please visit 
friendsschoolofportland.org/2016-summer-programs. 

Summer Craft Workshops for Adults & Teens at FSP 
The Handmade Effect is a community art program--led by FSP 
Art Teacher Laura Glendening--that explores the stories, 
processes, and traditions of making objects with human 
hands.  This summer season we are offering seven 
workshops.  From woodworking to textiles and basketmaking, 
we offer workshops for adults and teens to learn techniques 
and ideas useful in making beautiful and sometimes useful 
items.  All workshops will take place at Friends School of 
Portland. Please friendsschoolofportland.org/sites/default/
files/2page_handmade_effect.pdf to view the brochure.

Camper Registration 
Friends Camp still has openings for youth ages 7 to 17 in all of the 
camp sessions. If you are interested in sending a young person to a 
one-week or two-week sessions, please visit our web page 
www.friendscamp.org.  

Spring Work Weekend 
Please plan on coming up to Friends Camp during the weekend of 
May 20-22 to work, play, and to enjoy some great food! We need your 
assistance with several projects that must be done prior to the start of 
the summer. Cleaning, fixing, raking, building, splitting and staking 
wood. Join us for a buffet dinner on Friday night from 6 to 8 PM and 
for a Contra Dance on Saturday night. In order that we have a head 
count for meals, please sign up at www.friendscamp.org/friends-
camp-work-weekend-may/ or e-mail director@friendscamp.org 

Camperships 
To ensure that all camper families have the opportunity to provided an 
affordable summer camp experience for their children, please 
consider making a donation to the Codman Fund (for teens who 
attend a charter school in Dorchester, Massachusetts) or to the One 
Child at a Time Fund (youth who have a parent who is incarcerated).  
Please visit: http://friendscamp.org/friends-camp-camperships/

http://www.friendscamp.org/
http://www.friendscamp.org/friends-camp-work-weekend-may/
mailto:director@friendscamp.org
http://friendscamp.org/friends-camp-camperships/
http://www.friendscamp.org/
http://www.friendscamp.org/friends-camp-work-weekend-may/
mailto:director@friendscamp.org
http://friendscamp.org/friends-camp-camperships/
http://friendsschoolofportland.org/2016-summer-programs
http://friendsschoolofportland.org/sites/default/files/2page_handmade_effect.pdf
http://friendsschoolofportland.org/2016-summer-programs
http://friendsschoolofportland.org/sites/default/files/2page_handmade_effect.pdf
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