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Dorothy Grannell 
stemp41@gmail.com  207-233-6587 
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lizasclerk@gmail.com 207-781-3009 

Treasurer, Contributions  
Jane Mullen, 215–421–5257 
jmmmaine@aol.com 

Treasurer, Operating Account  
Kathy Beach 207-233-2065 
katherinegbeach@gmail.com  

Treasurer, Special Funds 

Special Needs Funds 
Chris Beach 772-2779 
Elizabeth Szatkowski 772-1774 

Ministry and Counsel 
Beth Bussiere-Nichols 
Christine Fletcher 

Pastoral Care Coordinator 
Christina Davis 518-0784 

Childcare Coordinator 
Susan Grannell 401-413-5951 
pfm-nursery-
coordinator@googlegroups.com 

Religious Education  
Adult: Sandi Jensen 207-839-2372 
 Judy Spross 617-872-8817 
Youth: Luke Hankins 207-200-6042 
Youth Religious Education Coordinator: 
Andy Grannell 207-878-8689  
grannell90@gmail.com 

Use of the Meetinghouse 
Lise Wagner 232-1778 
lise.r.wagner@gmail.com 

e-group coordinator 
pfm.email.list.owner@gmail.com 

Newsletter submissions 
Heather Denkmire 
pfmnewsletter@grantwinners.net 

Address change details 
Dennis Redfield 
dennis.lee.redfield@gmail.com

Portland Friends Meeting Newsletter
Meeting for Worship:  10:30a Sundays
Third Month, 2019

“For business meetings to be truly worshipful, all present must engage faithfully, trusting the 
process...Quaker process is a discipline that opens the blessed community to the Divine 
Presence —a group practical mysticism... The most effective way to learn Quaker process is to 
attend business meetings --- lots of them --- paying careful attention to the Spirit. What draws 
the group closer to the Divine as it attends to business? What draws it away?” 

— A Practical Mysticism, by Elizabeth Meyer, Pendle Hill Pamphlet #453, 2018 

1837 Forest Ave Portland, ME 04103
portlandfriendsmeeting.org 

207-200-6544

Calendar 
March 10: 12-1p at PFM, Discussion of “Love Knows No Borders” American 
 Friends Service Committee action, led by Diane Dicranian (Midcoast  
 Friends Meeting) 

March 23: 10-4p at PFM Men’s Retreat (details inside) 

March 24: Special welcome to Friends School of Portland visitors! 

March 24: 12-2p at PFM Clearness Workshop (details inside) 

March 29-31: New England Yearly Meeting Junior High Retreat at PFM 

Monthly 

First Sunday of the month:  9a Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business 

Every Sunday:  10:30a Meeting for Worship 

2nd and 4th Sundays: 8:45a Adult Religious Education  
  10:45a First Day School 

2, 3, 4, & 5th Sundays: 10:00-10:20a Intergenerational singing 

2nd Saturdays: 5-8p Youngish adults potluck  
 Bart Czyz, btczyz@gmail.com, 207 899 5937

Adult Religious Education:  8:45a 2nd and 4th Sundays 

First Day School:  10:45a 2nd and 4th Sundays

Clearness: Discernment with a 
little help from our Friends. 

Nat Shed and Peter Woodrow will 
facilitate a two-hour workshop for 
Portland Friends on March 24 from 
noon-2pm after snacks. The 
workshop will cover the basic 
purposes, roles, and processes of 
clearness for marriage, 
membership and personal 
discernment. All are welcome!

A big thank you to March's 
volunteer snack providers! 
March 3: Kate Silvers and Dunstan Smith 
March 10: Ruth Gallagher, Anne Thompson, 
 and Nathan Broaddus 
March 17: Melissa Brown and Maggie Nelson 
March 24: Judy Spross, Karin Wagner, and  
 Bernard Mohr 
March 31: Dennis Redfield and Lindsay Gibson

mailto:jmmmaine@aol.com
mailto:pfmnewsletter@grantwinners.net
mailto:dennis.lee.redfield@gmail.com
mailto:jmmmaine@aol.com
mailto:pfmnewsletter@grantwinners.net
mailto:dennis.lee.redfield@gmail.com
mailto:btczyz@gmail.com
mailto:btczyz@gmail.com
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Portland Friends Meeting 
Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business 

March 3, 2019 

We began in silent worship at 9:03 a.m, with 19 members and attenders present. 

Our presiding clerk, Liz Maier, read from Pendle Hill pamphlet #453, “A Practical Mysticism – How Quaker Process Opens Us 
to the Promptings of the Divine”, by Elizabeth Meyer.pages 3-4:   

For business meetings to be truly worshipful, all present must engage faithfully, trusting the process... Quaker process 
is a discipline that opens the blessed community to the Divine Presence – a group practical mysticism. Business 
meetings are worshipful when Friends understand and willingly take on this mystical practice.  

The most effective way to learn Quaker process is to attend business meetings – lots of them – paying careful attention 
to the Spirit. What draws the group closer to the Divine as it attends to business?  What draws it away? 

1. February minutes. The minutes from our February 2019 Meeting for Business were accepted as printed in the newsletter. 

2. Financial report for February 2019. Katherine Beach started by presenting the following report of income and expenses, 
showing a positive balance for the first two months of our financial year: 

 Financial summary for Portland Friends Meeting – Jan - Feb 2019   2 months = 17% 

   Year to date % of budget 
 Income 
  Donations $  30,237      50% 
  Rent 593      17% 
  Endowment 2,000      17% 
  Total **  $  32,830       44%  

 Expenses 
  Meeting house         7,667       29% 
  Meeting committees       4,084       14% 
  PFM contributions to       4,700       25%  
      other organizations 
  Total **  $  16,461       22% 
  Balance ****  $  16,369  

Then she presented the following report of our account balances, as of 2/28/2019: 

TD Bank 
Capital improvement funds $ 33,375 
Cemetery funds  6,200 
Leadings committee 8,500 
Meeting funds (for operations) 8,493 
 TD Bank total $  56,568 

Asset Account 
4% loan to Friends School of Portland $  40,192 

Friends Fiduciary Corporation 
Meeting endowment $316,289 
Barbie Potter endowment 207,666 
Cemetery endowment 80,758 
Margaret Jones Youth Endowment 34,610 
 Friends Fiduciary total $639,323     

 Overall total $736,083 

(cont-)
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2. Financial report for February 2019 (cont-) Finally, Katherine shared a picture of cash flowing in and out of our 
endowment funds. We have a total of $639,323 in the Friends Fiduciary Corporation Balanced Fund. Each month we re-
invest income of $1,367. Our $100,000 4% loan to the Friends School of Portland is being paid back regularly, and will be 
completely repaid on 9/15/2021. We also remove long and short term capital gains to help with our operating budget and to 
provide capital improvement funds. For 2019, this amount will be $22,000. 

It was noted that Barbie Potter funds are not restricted, but our previous considerations have clearly stated our limited 
intentions for use of those funds. The Margaret Jones Youth Endowment funds are limited for use in support of our youth. 

We were encouraged to learn more about our member Daryl Renschler’s work with Friends Fiduciary Corporation over many 
years, and also the work of Mimi Blackwell with Friends Fiduciary’s  charitable gift annuities program. Daryl expressed hope 
that we might have her in Portland to describe this work. 

The financial reports were all accepted as presented, with great appreciation for Kathy Beach's careful work tracking and 
reporting all this data. 

3. Ministry and Counsel. Beth Bussiere-Nichols reported for Ministry and Counsel, on a number of items. 

Family Promise:  Ministry and Counsel has agreed to be a place where the Family Promise Coordinators Team can send 
updates and ask for support. This will give the team a place to get guidance and to vet joys and concerns before going to 
Business Meeting. They want to add two coordinator positions, so that we will now have an overall (primary) coordinator, a 
meal coordinator, a supply coordinator, and a setup / takedown coordinator. 

They plan to send out an email to the entire PFM egroup with a description of the roles that do not require training, and an 
invitation for us all to consider volunteering for these positions. They also plan a training session for volunteers who have not 
felt comfortable serving as dinner hosts. The whole program is going very well, but we want to expand the number of people 
involved so that we don’t burn out our core group. Working with Family Promise has been an inspiring and enlightening 
experience. 

Summer worship options:  Ministry and Counsel will be doing a survey looking at such topics as worship time, when to have 
pot luck meals, etc. 

Clearness workshop – March 24th at rise of meeting:  Peter Woodrow and Nat Shed will be conducting a workshop on 
clearness committees, including those for membership and marriage and also those for particular concerns in our lives. 

Clearness committees as part of membership transfers:  Following the suggestions in the new Faith and Practice chapter 
on membership, we will now have clearness committees for all membership transfers. This should create better opportunities 
to really get to know people trasnfering into our meeting, and for those people to ask questions and build relationships. 

New members and transfers:  Ministry and Counsel recommends Johanna Pyle-Carter for adult membership. We 
enthusiastically accepted her into membership. Because she is now living some distance away, Ministry and Counsel is 
seeking a person who can regularly connect with her and nourish her relationship with the meeting.  

Ministry and Counsel also recommended that we accept Julie de Sherbinin and Nathaniel Shed, in transfer from Vasselboro 
Monthly Meeting of Friends, which has formally released them to our care. Again, the meeting enthusiastically accepted this 
transfer. 

Feedback being sent to Faith & Practice Revision Committee:  We are sending feedback on three chapters of the revised 
Faith and Practice to the Faith and Practice Revision Committee – “Dying, Death, and Bereavement”, “Pastoral Care”, and, 
in cooperation with our Adult Religious Education Committee,  “Membership”  

4. Written reports for Business Meeting items. Co-recording clerk Arthur Fink emphasized the importance of giving all the 
recording and presiding clerks written copies of any reports, proposals, minutes, etc. that will be brought to business 
meeting well in advance (typically via email). This is incredibly helpful in drafting the minutes of the session, and in 
understanding both the “big picture” and all the details that may need to be considered. Materials should go to both 
presiding clerks and to both recording clerks, so that all of us can be fully prepared should any of us need to be “live” for a 
particular session. 

5. Youth Religious Education. Andy Grannell reported that the transition of religious education coordinator is complete and 
functional. 

(minutes continued from page 2)

(cont-)
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5. Youth Religious Education. (cont-) Brad Bussiere-Nichols has begun construction of a PFM 'Educational Resource 
Cabinet/Display' to be located at the head of the stairs. The existing pamphlet rack and stand will be moved to the social 
room and put to use there. This should greatly improve communication within the meeting community 

The costs for the construction and display boards will be shared by the Library Committee's approved funding and by 
funds allocated to Youth Religious Education Committee. 

The design encompasses a wooden unit measuring  96" high x 44" wide, which will contain: a calendar; a cork 
announcement board; a shelf for applications; a bookshelf for new library accessions; and a shelf for books that can be 
shared or recycled. 

6. Leadings Committee. Muriel Allen reported that the Leadings Committee is close to that time of year when they accept 
new applications for Leading funds. They are a financial organization supporting those who cannot procede on their own 
with just their clear leadings. They encourage Friends who are limited in carrying out their leadings to apply for support. 

7. Newsletter. Heather Denkmire reminded us that items listed  in the meeting newsletter calendar section get there 
because friends have asked her to place them there. We can help Heather by giving her clear direction about how meeting 
events should be listed. 

8. Announcements. 

Family Promise:  We will be hosting Family Promise the week of April 14th to the 21st – which is the week leading up to 
Easter, and also school vacation week   It takes a lot of people devoting time and energy to make our week a good one for 
our guests. While we have always managed to get the work done, we need more volunteers for jobs that do not require 
training.   There is no age limit but some jobs require lifting heavy loads and running up and down stairs.   On the 
Sunday that our families arrive, we need to set up.   This involves turning three of our rooms into bedrooms, setting up 
space for overnight hosts, making our bathrooms family friendly, reconfiguring the dining room, etc.   On the Sunday the 
families leave, we need to reverse that process. Helping to prepare meals for our families does not require training, neither 
does doing laundry when the week is over. 

Please consider whether you can help when we host Family Promise in April.   We will begin signing up volunteers shortly 
after March 10th. 

Leadings (April 1-30): Another open period for Leadings applications is fast approaching.   Applications for Leadings 
grants will be accepted during the month of April and awards will be granted soon thereafter.   Thanks to a wonderful Adult 
Ed program presented by Becky Steele and Doug McCown we hope that the definition of a Leading is clearer: Arising out 
of a Concern, a Leading is a nudge to undertake a specific action that furthers that concern.   While many people follow 
Leadings on their own, the Leadings Committee exists to help those that need financial help for their particular Leading. 
Guidelines for Applications have been placed on the table in the foyer and in the library.   You may also speak privately 
with members of the Committee with any questions you may have. The committee includes Muriel Allen, Kathy Beach, 
Sandi Jensen and Patricia Pyle.  

Maine Immigrant Resource Coalition (MIRC) is a local collaborative organization working with our immigrant Community. 
Portland Friends will join not because we have much special to offer as an organization but as a way to be aware of 
legislation and other community actions where we, as individuals, may want to provide support. Much as we do with FCNL 
and Friends Committee for Maine Public Policy. Anneke Hohl will be out representative and is seeking one other person to 
join her to receive emails from the group and to provide information to the meeting as needed. MIRC meets on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month from 3-4:30 pm and representatives may attend in person or on line or by telephone. Please see 
Anneke or Dorothy Grannell if you want to be a representative. 

9. Closing. Our meeting closed in silent workshop at 9:58 a.m., with 24 members and attenders present, purposing to  
meet again, God willing, at 9:00 am on Sunday April 7, 2019.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Arthur Fink, Co-Recording Clerk 

(minutes continued from page 3)
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The Youth Environmental Leaders League (YELL), an activist group at Friends School of Portland, will be taking part 
in a global Youth Climate Strike on March 15. Please join in support! 

Who—Youth and adult allies 
What—Youth Climate Strike 
Where—Rally on steps of Portland City Hall 
When—March 15—leave school or work at noon/Rally 1 to 2 

It’s now happening in over 50 
nations, and growing still. See 
https://www.theguardian.com/
environment/2019/mar/01/youth-
climate-strikers-we-are-going-to-
change-the-fate-of-humanity?
CMP=share_btn_tw 

open letter to world leaders: 
https://www.theguardian.com/
environment/2019/mar/01/youth-
climate-change-strikers-open-letter-
to-world-leaders

Learn more about 
Kindergarten at 
Friends School of 
Portland 

Tuesday, March 26th @ 
9:00am 
We will begin with an 
overview of our school, 
the fundamentals of 
Quaker education, and 
details about our unique 
Kindergarten program. 
We will then spend 15 
minutes observing our 
Kindergarten classroom 
in action. Around 9:45 
we will embark on a tour 
of the rest of the school, 
planning to wrap up by 
10:30. This tour is for 

parents only. If you would like to attend, please go here to RSVP: http://friendsschoolofportland.org/admissions-events 
or email Jen McNally, Admissions Director (jen@friendsschoolofportland.org).

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/01/youth-climate-strikers-we-are-going-to-change-the-fate-of-humanity?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/01/youth-climate-strikers-we-are-going-to-change-the-fate-of-humanity?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/01/youth-climate-strikers-we-are-going-to-change-the-fate-of-humanity?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/01/youth-climate-strikers-we-are-going-to-change-the-fate-of-humanity?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/01/youth-climate-strikers-we-are-going-to-change-the-fate-of-humanity?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/01/youth-climate-change-strikers-open-letter-to-world-leaders
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/01/youth-climate-change-strikers-open-letter-to-world-leaders
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/01/youth-climate-change-strikers-open-letter-to-world-leaders
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/01/youth-climate-change-strikers-open-letter-to-world-leaders
http://friendsschoolofportland.org/admissions-events
mailto:jen@friendsschoolofportland.org
http://friendsschoolofportland.org/admissions-events
mailto:jen@friendsschoolofportland.org
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/01/youth-climate-strikers-we-are-going-to-change-the-fate-of-humanity?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/01/youth-climate-strikers-we-are-going-to-change-the-fate-of-humanity?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/01/youth-climate-strikers-we-are-going-to-change-the-fate-of-humanity?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/01/youth-climate-strikers-we-are-going-to-change-the-fate-of-humanity?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/01/youth-climate-strikers-we-are-going-to-change-the-fate-of-humanity?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/01/youth-climate-change-strikers-open-letter-to-world-leaders
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/01/youth-climate-change-strikers-open-letter-to-world-leaders
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/01/youth-climate-change-strikers-open-letter-to-world-leaders
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/01/youth-climate-change-strikers-open-letter-to-world-leaders
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A wonderful addition to our home 

Edd and Lea would like to thank the meeting community for making it possible to have a really large gathering 
place for family and friends.  We hope many of you will join us here over the coming years.  Below is the history of 
the table and a picture of its new habitat.

And if you love the light, 
then you come to the light 
to be proved, and tried 
whether your works be 
wrought in God. But that 
which hates the light, turns 
from the light, and that 
shall be condemned by the 
light forever. And though 
you may turn from the 
light, where the unity is, 
and you may turn from the 
eternal truth; but from the 
witness of God in your 
consciences, (which he 
hath placed in you, which 
beareth witness for the 
living God,) you can never 
fly; that shall pursue you 
wherever you go. 
~ Margaret Fell, 1614-1702
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You are invited to the Friends School Annual Auction!  
Our Live Auction and Iron Chef Competition will be held 

at the Friends School of Portland on Saturday April 6th from 10am-1pm.   

The online auction will be "open" for 7 days, at biddingforgood.com (direct link to follow 
on PFM's email list) from 9a on March 29th – 9pm on April 5th and will be full of 
wonderful, creative items to bid on. You will be able to invite family and friends near and 
far to bid by sending out links via email or social media.   

The Auction is Friend School of Portland's most important fundraising event. Proceeds 
go directly to FSP's Annual Fund, which supports the most essential aspects of FSP -  

supplements tuition aid 
and supports  our amazing 
teachers' salaries and 
classroom activities.   Last 
year, we had a successful  
auction because of all the 
generous donations of 
items and services.     

We hope that you will 
consider making a 
donation towards to 
auction this year!  We are 
beginning to collect 
auction items for this year's 
event!  

The deadline for donation items is Friday March 15th!   Get the creative juices flowing!   
Think of a way you love to spend your time, build community and being kind to others - 
is it sitting around a campfire? Donate a professionally built stone fire pit.   Is it taking 
time to relax with family? Donate a week stay at a cabin.   Is it enjoying delicious 
homemade food?   Donate a homemade pie or cake! Is it spending time in nature 
learning new things?   Donate a plant ID or mushroom walk. Is it making art? Donate a 
photograph, watercolor, piece of art made by you.      
              
Feel free to fill out our online donation form here: https://goo.gl/
forms/KNE6ZFL0SlYRkiTV2 Or print off your own donation form 
(see page 9 in this newsletter). 
 
If delivering in person, please bring donations to the main office, 
or direct any questions to the Development Coordinator, Brooke 
Burkett at  brooke@friendsschoolportland.org  or  207-558-6214.   

https://goo.gl/forms/KNE6ZFL0SlYRkiTV2
https://goo.gl/forms/KNE6ZFL0SlYRkiTV2
mailto:brooke@friendsschoolportland.org
https://goo.gl/forms/KNE6ZFL0SlYRkiTV2
https://goo.gl/forms/KNE6ZFL0SlYRkiTV2
mailto:brooke@friendsschoolportland.org
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Adult Religious Education 
March 10, 2019 8:45 am Adult Religious Education Quakerism 101 Universalism 

We will continue the Quakerism 101 series, with Peter Woodrow facilitating. The topic will be “Quaker Universalism” and 
will explore the diversity of religious experience and expression among Quakers, as well as a core set of beliefs—at least 
among non-pastoral Friends. A short article is available in the lobby, along with a set of questions for reflection. These will 
also be distributed by e-mail. 

 
March 24, 2019  8:45 am Adult Religious Education Quakerism 101 Getting Down to Business 

Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business, Facilitator: Arthur Fink 

How does a Friends Meeting for Business work? How does a sense of the meeting differ from consensus? What are the 
roles os the clerks? What is Quaker unity? 

 
Childcare for ARE classes:  

Childcare is available for ARE classes IF requested by Sat., 3/9 by 3 pm. and Sat.23 by 3 pm.. If you need child care for 
any ARE class, please contact Susan Grannell at 401-413-5951 or by email at pfm-nursery-
coordinator@googlegroups.com. If she does not hear by the Sat. before the class by 3 pm, childcare will not be available. 

Registration is now open for Friends School of Portland's summer camps!  
Summer Camp at FSP is all about new friendships, outdoor fun, and a relaxed summertime pace in 
which to learn and play. This year there are three groups: Chickadee Camp for ages 4-5, Fox 
Camp for ages 6-8, and Crow Camp for ages 9-11.  

Our camps are led by knowledgeable counselors, many of whom are FSP faculty, who work to weave 
together camp days that balance outdoor play, group activities, art, stories, rest, nature walks, songs, 
and more. With our small camp numbers, about 8-10 campers in each group, all campers become 
known well and appreciated for the gifts they bring to the group.  

Chickadee and Fox Camps aim to be outdoors as much as possible, and each has a camp room in the school building for 
activities, relaxing, and getting out of the bright sun or rain. Crow Camp aims to be outdoors all day with two outdoor 
home bases -- a sheltered camp area by the school and our tent in the school forest. 

All camps run for 7 weeks, from June 17 through August 2.  

Please visit the FSP website for details and to register.: friendsschoolofportland.org/2019-summer-programs

March 10, 2019  at the Rise of Meeting: Diane Dicranian 
(Midcoast Friends Meeting) will share about her participation 
in a nonviolent direct action in San Diego this December. 
The action, organized by the American Friends Service 
Committee (AFSC), was called "Love Knows No Borders: A 
moral call for migrant justice!" (See https://
migrantjustice.afsc.org/). Diane and more than 400 people of 
faith faced a highly militarized border patrol armed with 
machine guns, tear gas, grenades, drones, tanks and ships. 
Dozens faced arrest. Diane invites us to discuss borders, 
migration, immigration, militarization, and our parts in it all.

Friends School of Portland families  
have been invited especially to join us 
for religious education, worship and  
after-Meeting programs on Sunday, 
March 24th. Please help them feel 
welcome!

http://friendsschoolofportland.org/2019-summer-programs
http://friendsschoolofportland.org/2019-summer-programs
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My name is Bethany I am active in the Young Adult Friends Community in New England. We may 
have also met at Portland Friends Meeting! I am writing today to let members of the meeting 
know that I am looking for short-term jobs over the next few months, from now (March) until early 
June.  

I have been accepted to study Norwegian this summer at the University of Oslo International 
Summer School Program, from June 22nd to August 2nd. I am so excited for this opportunity, and 
to continue learning a language that I enjoy and appreciate! I will only be able to attend, however, 
if I can raise some of the money myself in the meantime.  

I would like to offer my time and skills in your home or office. I am looking to earn between $12-15 an hour. Some things 
that I can help with in your home include cleaning and organizing projects, cooking and baking, petsitting and 
dogwalking. I am familiar with social media platforms such as Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and the website builder 
Squarespace. I have some experience with digital photography and editing photos in Photoshop. Maybe you’d like to 
create a website for your art or a blog but don’t know how to get started? I can help you start a website on 
Squarespace, if you are interested! I also enjoy creative writing and researching eco-friendly home products.  

I am currently located in Gorham and have reliable transportation via the bus and rides, though I do not currently drive. I 
am looking for jobs that would be in Portland, Gorham, Westbrook, South Portland, or Scarborough.  

Additionally, if you have friends in the Portland area who might be looking for help in their home or business, and are 
LGBTQ friendly, I’d love to get connected with them! It’s hard finding workplaces that are welcoming towards nonbinary 
people like myself, who use they/them pronouns.  

Thank you for your time, and I look forward to talking with you more! You can reach me by phone at 413-539-8725 or by 
email at bethany.m.ersek@gmail.com. Sincerely, Bethany Marshburn-Ersek 

Wayne Cobb’s monograph on the 
history of the early Quakers in 
Falmouth was recently posted online 
by the Portland Public Library. If you 
are interested, it can be accessed at: 
digitalcommons.portlandlibrary.com/
books_documents/5/

https://digitalcommons.portlandlibrary.com/books_documents/5/
https://digitalcommons.portlandlibrary.com/books_documents/5/
https://digitalcommons.portlandlibrary.com/books_documents/5/
https://digitalcommons.portlandlibrary.com/books_documents/5/
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NEW ENGLAND YEARLY MEETING:  More info is available at neym.org.

Spiritual Strength for the Struggle: an 
evening with Aljosie Harding  

Mar 6 • Boston, MA

Workshop: Noticing Patterns of 
Oppression  

Mar 9 • Wellesley, MA

Consultation on Reaching Out to/
Welcoming College Students  

Mar 9 • Boston, MA

Consultation on Reaching Out to/
Welcoming College Students  

Mar 9 • Boston, MA

Dwelling in Watchfulness: A 
Weekend for People with a Concern 
for Ministry  

Mar 15 to Mar 17 • Barnesville, OH

Resurrection, Before and After  

Mar 15 to Mar 17 • Old Chatham, 
NY

White Privilege Conference  

Mar 20 to Mar 23 • Cedar Rapids, IA

Amy Goodman: "What Can One 
Person Do?"  

Mar 21 • Northampton, MA

NYYM-NEYM Pastoral Ministry 
Retreat  

Mar 29 to Mar 31 • Old Chatham, 
NY

JHYM 6-7th Grade Retreat  

Mar 29 to Mar 31 • Portland, ME

Money & Spirit: Integrating Faith and 
Finances  

Mar 30 • Gonic, NH

Racial,Social, and Economic Justice 
Committee Meeting  

Mar 30 • Dover, NH

Young Adult Friends Spring Retreat 
and Living Faith Trip  April 5 to April 
7 location TBD

March 15, 2019, Applications for working with the 
Quaker Voluntary Service are due March 15.  see: 
quakervoluntaryservice.org.  The opportunity is open to 
Young Adult Friends for a year of service in social justice 
fields.  The Term is August 2019 - July 2020. 

March 21-24, Friends World Committee for 
Consultation Section Meeting, Kansas City, MO. 
Dorothy Grannell will be attending. If you wish to follow 
the Spiritual Preparation for this gathering of Friends from 
North, Central and South America: https://
fwccamericas.org/_wp/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/
FWCC-Spiritual-Preparation-for-2019.pdf

WOOLMAN HILL:  more info is available at 
woolmanhill.org/upcomingprograms/  

Experiments in Worship,  March 15-17 
Handwork, Heartwork, March 29-31  
Writing as a Spiritual Practice, March 8-10 

FRIENDS COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL LEGISLATION:  
more info at fcnl.org/action/events  

Spring Lobby Weekend, Mar 23 - 26 • Washington, DC 

Portland Friends Meeting Email Lists 
Our Meeting has two email lists, sometimes referred to as “google groups.” The first list is “PFM Life of the 
Meeting,” for items directly related to Portland Friends Meeting business and/or the wider Quaker world. The 
second is “PFM Wider Community,” for any items of interest from the PFM community to share, not necessarily 
directly related to Quakers, including personal invitations or community events. 

To send an announcement to PFM Life of the Meeting, email pfm-life-of-the-meeting@googlegroups.com. 

To send an announcement to PFM Wider Community, email pfm-wider-community@googlegroups.com. 

Please note: the sender of a message will not receive a copy of the message after it has been approved and sent to 
the list. Most messages are approved within 1-2 hours, all are addressed (usually approved) within 24 hours. 

For technical support or for any questions related to the lists please feel free to email 
pfm.email.list.owner@gmail.com.
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Address Service Requested 

Portland Friends Meeting 
1837 Forest Ave 
Portland, ME 04103 

Next newsletter deadline: 
Tuesday, April 9, 11:59pm 

submissions: pfmnewsletter@grantwinners.net
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