Portland Friends Meeting Newsletter
Fifth Month, 2019

Meeting for Worship: 10:30a Sundays
Adult Religious Education: 8:45a 2nd and 4th Sundays
First Day School: 10:45a 2nd and 4th Sundays

Connections
Co-Clerks
Dorothy Grannell
stemp41@gmail.com 207-233-6587

1837 Forest Ave Portland, ME 04103
portlandfriendsmeeting.org
207-200-6544

“‘Do you welcome inquirers and visitors to your meeting? Do you encourage their continued
attendance and participation? Are your patterns, examples; do your lives preach among all
sorts of people, and to them?”
— 1985 New England Yearly Meeting Faith and Practice

Treasurer, Contributions

Jane Mullen, 215–421–5257
jmmmaine@aol.com

Calendar

Treasurer, Operating Account

May 15:

Registration open for Art Camp, a gathering to explore art as a practice
of faith, on Labor Day Weekend at Friends Camp. See Maggie Nelson for
questions. www.art-camp.org

Treasurer, Special Funds

May 19:

Rise of Meeting, “Love Your Meetinghouse” at Portland Friends Meeting

Special Needs Funds

June 9:

Last day of First Day School before summer break (Celebration!)

Kathy Beach 207-233-2065
katherinegbeach@gmail.com

Chris Beach 772-2779
Elizabeth Szatkowski 772-1774

Ministry and Counsel
Beth Bussiere-Nichols
Christine Fletcher

Pastoral Care Coordinator
Christina Davis 518-0784

Childcare Coordinator

Susan Grannell 401-413-5951
pfm-nurserycoordinator@googlegroups.com

Monthly
First Sunday of the month: 9a Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business
Every Sunday: 10:30a Meeting for Worship
2nd and 4th Sundays: 8:45a Adult Religious Education
10:45a First Day School
2, 3, 4, & 5th Sundays: 10:00-10:20a Intergenerational singing
2nd Saturdays: 5-8p Youngish adults potluck
Bart Czyz, btczyz@gmail.com, 207 899 5937

Religious Education

Adult: Sandi Jensen 207-839-2372
Judy Spross 617-872-8817
Youth: Luke Hankins 207-200-6042
Youth Religious Education Coordinator:
Andy Grannell 207-878-8689
grannell90@gmail.com

Use of the Meetinghouse
Lise Wagner 232-1778
lise.r.wagner@gmail.com

Adult Religious Education
On behalf of the ARE Committee, we invite you to our class on Sunday, May 12, 2019,
8:45 AM to 9:55 AM, Contemplative Writing on the topic of Parenting/being Parented
will be facilitated by Theresa Oleksiw. Even if you cannot come, you may find the
queries below worthy contemplation as we celebrate mothers, fathers and parenting
in May and June.
Theresa sent the following for your consideration and reflection:

e-group coordinator
pfm.email.list.owner@gmail.com

"Last weekend I performed with the Oratorio Chorale. We sang several pieces related
to the Abraham and Isaac story. If you would like a refresher, see Genesis 22.

Newsletter submissions

So our writing prompts this time are related to family and sacrifice.

Heather Denkmire
pfmnewsletter@grantwinners.net

1. Consider a time a parent made a sacrifice for you and your life changed.

Address change details

3. Consider the binding of Isaac story. What do you think?"

Dennis Redfield
dennis.lee.redfield@gmail.com

2. Consider a time you made a sacrifice for your parent (s) and changed their life.
Judy Spross and Sandi Jensen, Co-clerks

Portland Friends Meeting
Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business
May 4, 2019
We began in silent worship at 9:00 a.m, with 23 members and attenders present.
Our presiding clerk, Dorothy Grannell, read this query from our 1985 NEYM Faith and Practice:
“Do you welcome inquirers and visitors to your meeting? Do you encourage their continued attendance and participation?
Are your patterns, examples; do your lives preach among all sorts of people, and to them?”
1. April minutes. The minutes from our April 2019 Meeting for Business were accepted as printed in the newsletter.
2. Financial report for April 2019. Katherine Beach had a short and simple report this month. We spent more than we took
in during the month of April, but with our substantial donations at the beginning of the year, we are doing very well overall.
The numbers she reported are listed below.
The total to date for donations to the Easter Breakfast was $1,004. This amount is not reflected in the spreadsheet as we will
be donating this money to the organizations that the children of the Meeting have identified in their Business Meeting.
We accepted Katherine's report, with gratitude.
Financial summary for Portland Friends Meeting – Jan - April 2019 4 months = 33%
Year to date

% of budget

April

Income
Donations
Rent
Endowment
Total **

$ 43,021
1,778
4,000
$ 48,799

72%
51%
33%
65%

Expenses
Meeting house
Meeting committees
PFM contributions to
other organizations
Total **

10,929
6,984
7,930

42%
23%
42%

$ 25,843

34%

Balance ****

$ 22,956

$ 4,129

$ 5,157
$-1,028

3. Ministry and Counsel. Beth Bussiere-Nichols reported for Ministry and Counsel, that they are working with the Tracy
family as they prepare for Tom's memorial service May 18th, 2019 at 1 PM at Woodfords Church in Portland. Lots of other
things are in-process, but not ready for announcement.
4. Nominating Committee. Rob Levin forwarded this report, that Arthur Fink read aloud: Nominating Committee
enthusiastically nominates Brad Bussiere-Nichols for Co-Clerk. Brad would serve a two-year term, June 2019 through May
2021. Brad may begin early to relieve Dorothy. We are grateful for Brad’s offering to serve, as it reflects his genuine love for
this community. We will miss him on our committee. We approved this nomination.
5. Youth Religious Education. Andy Grannell reported that our annual Youth Easter Breakfast fundraiser enjoyed both a
good number attending and contributing. This despite several unusual calendar challenges, ie., end of school vacation and
the end of the Family Promise week just as the Easter Breakfast began. The Teens again helped to organize, choose the
charities, and work on Sunday morning - with support from both Maggie and Jonathan. The end result was that Friends
enjoyed ample healthy food, a time of good sharing, and news that over $1,000 was contributed for three or more charities.
This list of charities includes increasing scholarship support for Bradley Lwangu who is now attending a preparatory school
near Kakamega. Teens will now meet to decide on apportioning the $1,000. Over and above this funding, Friend approved
special funding for Bradley at the January meeting. We will soon know if that special funding is needed and if so how much.
Thanks to Friends who signed up and brought needed breakfast food items. Due to his continuing battle with acute
bronchitis, Andy would especially like to thank the members of the Youth Religious Education Committee, i.e., Anneke, Bart,
Emily, Chris and Luke who helped to bring it off with great teamwork and no little sacrifice.
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(cont-)

(minutes continued from page 2)

Andy reminded us that the meeting has scholarship funds to support meeting youth attending Quaker activities. The
deadline for applying is this Friday.
Katherine Beach noted that the 'misc' line of our budget was changed from $250 to $750, and the added $500 can be used
to help support our increased pledge to support Bradley with $1,200, rather than $800 as in the past, thus leaving more
funds for other charities that the youth decide to support.
It was noted that the 'Financial Oversight” committee is exactly that – concerned with process of decided how to keep track
of and plan our funding, and not with how much we fund for each item.
6. Greater Portland Family Promise. Ann Dodd Collins presented this report about our round 7 of Family Promise, held
April 14 – 21.
[Report is printed separately in the newsletter, but included in the archive version of these minutes.]
We expressed appreciation to Ann Dodd Collins for her love and work with Family Promise. Nominating Committee will not
be the group that suggests a new coordinator. Instead, we hope that the community of those who have worked with Family
Promise will identify and suggest a new coordinator or two.
7. All Maine Gathering. Dorothy Grannell reported that sixty-eight people registered for the All Maine Gathering, which
was held at the Friends School of Portland in Cumberland Foreside. At the Business meeting, memorial minutes for John F.
Radebaugh and Marlee Turner were read, along with State of Society reports from Durham, Portland, Southern Maine, and
Windham.
Requests for transfer from Lewiston to Portland from Richard and Lois Wagner, and from Lewiston to Durham from Renee
Cote, were received by Falmouth Quarterly Meeting. These will be sent to the receiving congregations for action. (These
requests for transfer from Lewiston were handled by the Quarterly Meeting, since Lewiston Meeting is no longer has a
functional Business Meeting.)
The All Maine program was "Quakers Acting in Right Relationship with Indigenous Peoples". Peter Woodrow (Portland)
served as moderator. Panelists were Maggie Edmondson, pastor of Winthrop Center Friends Church; Shirley Hager and
Diane Oltarzewski from Friends Committee for Maine Public Policy.
We learned that there was also a vital youth program, presented by a Native American women who was so glad that this
event was taking place.
It was noted that Friends Committee for Maine Public Policy has almost no participation from Southern Maine Friends. This
is being addressed, and we hope that more Southern Maine Friends will get involved.
8. Welcoming and Building and Grounds. Karin Wagner reported on the listening session regarding an initiative to expand
our welcome to the sidewalk that was held on April 28.
Following a delicious lunch, the Listening Session was convened with approximately 50 people in attendance. Sarah
Cushman introduced the session by explaining that the idea for the session arose from the recognition that both the
Buildings and Grounds and the Welcoming and Fellowship committees are working on projects involving our meetinghouse
frontage, such as a new sign, bus bench, bike racks; and that the Meeting and these projects might benefit from an
integrated design based on the values of the Meeting community. The Listening Session was designed to seek input and
guidance from the Meeting on how and whether to proceed with this initiative.
Denis Lachman then presented some photos of the meetinghouse from the street and sidewalks to demonstrate the
opportunities and challenges that these projects face. Queries from the article in the April issue of the Friends Journal were
displayed to guide our conversation about this initiative.
A rough timeline was proposed for gathering input to define the values and principles of the community over the next
several months so that adequate time is allowed for consideration by the entire meeting. Specifically, it was proposed that
another listening session be scheduled in September to continue this discovery process.
A period of worship sharing followed during which many shared ideas and questions about how we might design our
Meetinghouse property to be welcoming, engaging, informative, accommodating of pedestrians, cars and our neighbors,
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(minutes continued from page 3)

and provide an attractive respite. These ideas and questions were recorded and will be displayed on posters in the parlor or
lobby for others to read and add their thoughts and questions.
Some questions remain about how we proceed with this initiative as a meeting. We suggest that an ad hoc committee be
formed from some members of the Buildings and Grounds and Welcoming and Fellowship committees as well as others with
a particular interest in this initiative. Karin Wagner, Sarah Cushman, and Denis Lachman will convene this ad hoc committee
if it is approved.
Karin asked whether we want to delay paving the parking area until the overall plans are in place, which could give a more
unified result, but the paving has already been postponed for so long. We look forward to forming an appropriate group to
continue this work, probably at our June Meeting for Business.
9. Request to committees and ad hoc working groups. Our Clerk, Dorothy Grannell, asked that committees and ad hoc
workgroups, in preparation for the start of our new program year, review, reflect on, and evaluate their goals and
accomplishments and then send a note to the co clerks of the Meeting and Ministry & Counsel with the results of your
reflections. These should be sent to: stemp41@gmail.com
10. Announcements. The Communications Review Committee will be reviewing the our website
(www.portlandfriendsmeeting.com) and is interested in comments from the meeting community about how it is organized,
and what should be added (or perhaps omitted). Also, if people have pictures that they would like to share on the website,
please provide them to Edd Burns for consideration at oeburns@utexas.edu. Please send responses to the Committee via
Edd Burns by June 10, 2019
Love your meetinghouse day will be May 19 at the rise of meeting.
11. Closing. Our meeting closed in silent workshop at 10:21 a.m., with about 30 members and attenders present, purposing
to meet again, God willing, at 9:00 am on Sunday April 7, 2019.
Respectfully submitted,
Arthur Fink,
Co-Recording Clerk
A big thank you to May’s volunteer snack providers!
May 5: Brad and Beth Bussiere-Nichols
May 12: Ann Dodd-Collins, Anneke and Patrick Hohl
May 19: Jessica Eller and Chris Fitze
May 26: Rhoda Renschler, Dorothy and Andy Grannell

Summer Worship Opportunities
Summer is (finally) coming, and Portland Friends Meeting will be changing back to our summer worship schedule of
meeting for worship at 5pm followed by potluck at 6pm. The first evening meeting will be on July 14th, and we will go
back to the regular 10:30am worship on Sunday September 8th. Ministry and Counsel recently looked at this schedule,
with many thanks to everyone who participated in the survey and decision at business meeting, and found that this
schedule seems to be the best option for the most people - but for many people this timing makes it harder to participate
in worship over the summer.
That's where you come in! M&C is inviting people to host/sponsor worship opportunities this summer that are outside of
the usual summer schedule. Maybe you'd like to arrange an outdoor worship on a Sunday morning? Or host worship at
your home at a time that's convenient for you? We'd love to hear your creative ideas and are hoping that people for whom
the evening schedule is a barrier to involvement during the summer can have more ways to connect with the the meeting
community this year. Anyone who would like to host or sponsor worship events can send the invitation information to
Christine Fletcher at christine.a.fletcher@gmail.com and we will aggregate information to send out to the email list for the
summer.
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Why I Give: Emily Silevinac
As a member of the Portland Friends Meeting, I am honored to give to support the life of the meeting.
This meeting is my spiritual home and I am proud of Portland Friends Meeting and work we do and lives
we touch in our community and beyond.
Our lives are full. For me, working full time and having two children keeps me busy. I am grateful I took
the time to set up a monthly automatic withdrawal to support the life of the meeting a few years back.
As a set budgeted monthly amount, I know when to expect the deduction from my bank account. I can
rest assured knowing it happens every month without me even thinking about it. It took minimum eﬀorts
on my part to set up the transaction and I have been utilizing it for over three years to make my ﬁnancial
contributions to the Portland Friends Meeting. It is a simple and eﬀective way to give. I share this with
you as, if you like me have a lot going on and think while in meeting, “I want to give” and then get home
and back to your busy life and forget, this may be a good ﬁt for you. I also share this as Kathy Beach
(who as the treasure would work with you to set up this ﬁnancial transaction) is headed to Africa in July.
It is Financial Oversightʼs goal to arrange any monthly automatic withdrawals for Friends interested in
this way to give before she leaves.
There are many ways to give to the meeting, and all impact the life of our meeting. I thank you for all
the contributions you make to our meeting be them your time, talent and/or ﬁnancial donations. I am
always struck while in meeting how connected and impactful we are in silent mediation and moved by
what we accomplish by letting our light shine together to make this world a better place. Thank you my
Friends, you enrich my life and I am grateful to worship, live and work along side you.
Financial Oversight News
Our Portland Friends Meeting thrives due to the generous spiritual and financial contributions of our members and
attenders. The Financial Oversight Committee is very grateful for Friends generosity and expresses to share our gratitude.
We also feel it is important to share that in order to continue to meet the financial needs of our meeting, we must share
how one can give, so that those who are able, have the information to facilitate their financial contribution. Below are the
ways in which you can donate to our meeting.
1) Check made out to Portland Friends Meeting which you can either put in the contribution box in the front hallway of
meeting or mail to:
Treasurer, Contributions
Portland Friends Meeting
1837 Forest Avenue
Portland, ME 04103
2) Monthly contributions: To contribute regularly from your online checking account, simply go online or go to your bank
and set up a monthly bill pay to PFM at 1837 Forest Avenue, Portland, ME 04103
3) Automatic direct payment: If you are interested in setting up an automatic payment directly from your account to the
meeting, please connect with Kathy Beach* of the Financial Oversight Committee via email: katherinegbeach@gmail.com.
4) Contributions of securities may be arranged through Kathy Beach* of the Financial Oversight Committee via email:
katherinegbeach@gmail.com
The Portland Friends Meeting is a nonprofit and donations are tax deductible as permissible by law.
*Please note Kathy will be out of the country starting in July. We urge you to connect with Kathy ASAP (by early June). We
are making arrangements to cover Kathy’s duties while she is away, but those have not be secured yet and it would be best
to set up financial transaction before she leaves.
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Greater Portland Family Promise
Round 7
14 to 21 April 2019
Last year I talked with members of Youth Religious Education and brought to Meeting a request to host Family
Promise over Holy Week. We are the only host congregation in Greater Portland that does not hold services between
Palm Sunday and Easter, but we do have an Easter breakfast. We all agreed we could make it work. And we did. I got a
little concerned this winter when I realized that Holy Week was also school vacation week, but as always, people
stepped forward and our volunteer slots were filled.
We had eleven new volunteers this time around, including three teens who helped with set up. For both set up and take
down we not only had our scheduled volunteers, but several others pitched in to help as well. Take down worked well.
Except for sweeping the nursery we were done before the Easter breakfast crew arrived. I would recommend that we
oﬀer to host Holy Week next year as well.
Because of our February discussion about Family Promise, I sent the SignUp link to the pfmlifeofthemeeting google
group instead of our PFMGPFP email list. Sign ups came in much slower than usual, but we did get two volunteers
who are not on our email list. And Marcia and I were the only people who signed up for more than two shifts.
In April we hosted two families, a family of five and a family of seven. Both families speak Portuguese. One father
speaks English and his 10 year old son is learning English rapidly, but one family has very little English. On Thursday
evening, the parents and the younger children of one family did not come down for supper. I asked the older daughter
about them and she shook her head. I thought she said they were not eating supper, and since I knew that lunch was
often eaten quite late at the day center, I didn’t think anything about it. The food was put away. And then the parents
and younger children trickled down for supper. We had plenty of food and a microwave, so all got fed. I used google
translate to explain to the mother what had happened, and we all had a good laugh.
The children totally enjoyed being in the nursery. Even one of the Dads got into building with Duplos. The nine and 10
year old boys made elaborate tracks with the Jengas and used their parents’ phones to record knocking them down.
The four year old fell in love with the rocking moose, and the one year old appropriated a number of toys with wheels
(They all came back to the nursery at the end of the week.)
Marcia Cleveland is our new food coordinator and got a crash course in just what that means. We had some meals that
were very popular, especially an Angolan chicken dish, and we got the quantities of food just about right. We probably
had a bit too much food, but it is better to have too much food than not enough.
During our host week, when the teen room closet was as empty as it will ever be, Sue Nelson, our new supply
coordinator, and I did a rough inventory and organized the consumable supplies tissues, diapers, feminine products,
toiletries, etc. We also rearranged boxes and bins so that it is almost possible to get to everything without having to
move several boxes to get to whatever is needed.
Every time we host, I learn something that surprises me. This time it was about our key. It never occurred to me that
some of our volunteers do not know the key to the meeting house opens both doors. Now I do, and Marcia, or whoever
is meal organizer for the evening, will make sure the front door is unlocked before our families arrive.
I also learn when I have an opportunity to meet with Sara Ewing Merrill, executive director of Greater Portland Family
Promise. You may remember that the first time we hosted, one of our families did not stay with us because they
believed there could be evil spirits in our cemetery. In subsequent rounds of hosting I have been aware that other
families are uneasy being so close to a graveyard, but not overwhelmingly so. In talking with Sara recently, I learned
that our having a cemetery so close to the meeting house has been an ongoing concern and that some families who
have not shown any signs of being uncomfortable when here have mentioned it to GPFP staﬀ. Many of our families
come from cultures that regard graveyards quite diﬀerently than we do. They are Christians, and they are also a
product of their cultures. We need to be sensitive to this.
We now have 54 trained volunteers. Several other Portland Friends often volunteer as well. As always, I am amazed at
how committed Portland Friends is to Greater Portland Family Promise, and I am ever so grateful. To do this work is
truly a blessing.
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(Family Promise Report continued from page 6)

That said, it is time for me to step down as coordinator. When we made a commitment to be a part of Greater Portland
Family Promise, I committed to being coordinator for two years. I will have completed two years when we host in July. I
love working with Family Promise, and that won’t end. I’ll still volunteer at Portland Friends and other congregations. I’ll
still help with moves and take Moms to do laundry at HopeGateWay and families to the doctor. But it is time for me to step
aside as coordinator and give another person (or perhaps a couple) an opportunity to do this work. I am hoping that
someone will come forward and be willing to work with me when we host in July. —Ann Dodd Collins
Youth Religious Education News
The Youth Religious Education Committee will meet on Sunday, May 19th to
review applications for summer of 2019 camperships to attend: (i) Friends
Camp in South China, Maine, (ii) Friends School of Portland Summer Camp,
and (iii) New England Yearly Meeting to be held on August 3-8, again at
Castleton University, Castleton, Vermont. Following the committee's
deliberation, award letters will be sent to parents and caretakers who have
applied for financial support.
The 2018-2019 Youth Religious Education year will conclude on Sunday, June
9th. Our focus will be on celebrating the contributions to our community and
learning of the plans of our three graduating seniors: Abby Fortune, Doug
Wagner, and Wilder Payson.

Portland Library’s
Literary Lunch Series
Brad Bussiere-Nichols will interview Jane
Brox about her new book "Silence: A
Social History of One of the Least
Understood Elements of Our Lives" as
part of the Portland Public Library's
Literary Lunch series on May 22 at noon.
Here is a link to the announcement with
more details.
https://www.portlandlibrary.com/events/
literary-lunch-jane-brox-talks-aboutsilence-with-tbd/
Friends School of
Portland Summer Camp
Openings! Week-long
camps from June 17
through August 2.
There are still openings in FSP's
Chickadee Camp (for ages 4-5), with 1-2
teacher Aliza Gordon and 3-4 helper
Lynn Marrison sharing the weeks as lead
counselor!
There are also openings in Crow Camp
(for ages 9-11) with Maya and Kobi Eng
(FSP alumni!) as co-counselors for all 7
weeks. Jonathan Ewell is joining them
for the Camping Adventure on July 29August 1. (Fox Camp (for ages 6-8) is
already full for all weeks!)
For details and to register: http://
friendsschoolofportland.org/2019summer-programs

Page 7
" of 10
"

Portland Friends Meeting Library News
Here is a second batch of new books purchased for our
PFM Library. They will soon be catalogued and available
for taking out. Look for them on the new book shelf just
inside of the library on the left hand top shelf. Our thanks
to Kristina McCormick for her expert handling and
cataloging.
The Cambridge Companion to Quakerism (2019) by Stephen
W. Angell and Pink Dandelion (editors)
"A vigorous, innovative, compelling introduction to
Quakers, fully global in reach, and utilizing the best
Quaker scholars from every continent."
Waging Peace: Global Adventures of a Lifelong Activist by
David Hartsough (2014)
"David Hartsough knows how to get in the way. He has
used his body to block Navy ships headed for Vietnam
and trains loaded with munitions on their way to El
Salvador and Nicaragua. He has crossed borders to meet
the enemy in East Berlin, Castro's Cuba, and present-day
Iran. Hartsough's stories inspire, educate, and encourage
readers to find ways to work for a more just and peaceful
world."
Holy Nation: The Transatlantic Quaker Ministry in an Age of
Revolution by Sarah Crabtree (2015)
"Early American Quakers have long been perceived as
retiring separatists, but in Holy Nation Sarah Crabtree
transforms our historical understanding of the sect by
drawing on the sermons, diaries, and correspondence of
Quakers themselves. Situating Quakerism within the
larger intellectual and religious undercurrents of the
Atlantic World, Crabtree shows how Quakers forged a
paradoxical sense of their place in the world as militant
warriors fighting for peace. She argues that during the
turbulent Age of Revolution and Reaction, the Religious
Society of Friends forged a "holy nation," a transnational
community of like-minded believers.... "
Handbook of Global and Multicultural Negotiation by
Christopher W. Moore and Peter J. Woodrow (2010)
"This step-by-step guide to negotiation provides practical
recommendations, advice, and globally proven strategies
to promote coordination and agreement making for
mediators, facilitators, business professionals, and
lawyers . This resource include real life stories and
examples compiled from over thirty years of domestic
and global experience from both authors..."
Chocolate Wars: The150-Year Rivalry Between the World's
Greatest Chocolate Makers by Deborah Cadbury (2010)
"The delicious history of rival chocolate (Quaker owned
and operated) companies and their fascinating dynasties."
A concluding set of four new books will conclude this
season of our purchases - look for it in the June
newsletter.
Submitted on behalf of the Library Committee, Andy Grannell.
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Portland Friends Meeting
Easter Breakfast 2019
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Portland Friends Meeting
1837 Forest Ave
Portland, ME 04103

Address Service Requested

Next newsletter deadline:
Tuesday, June 4, 11:59pm
submissions: pfmnewsletter@grantwinners.net

