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Use of the Meetinghouse 
Lise Wagner 232-1778 
lise.r.wagner@gmail.com 
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Portland Friends Meeting Newsletter
Meeting for Worship: 10:30a Sundays
Tenth Month, 2019

“Do you respect the value of all useful work, whether paid or unpaid, whether physical or 
intellectual, whether performed in the home or in the larger community? Does your daily work 
use means and serve goals which are consistent with the teachings of Jesus? Are you honest and 
trustworthy in all business transactions, prompt and just in payment of debts? By counsel and 
example, do you encourage young people to enter vocations which will serve society?” 

— 1985 NEYM Faith and Practice

1837 Forest Ave Portland, ME 04103
portlandfriendsmeeting.org 

207-200-6544

Calendar 
October 13: Rise of Meeting, Indigenous Peoples Day observation 
 (details inside) 

October 11-13: Young Friends Retreat, Framingham Friends Meeting 

November 4: 6:30p Quakers: The Quiet Revolutionaries at Portland Friends  
 School (details inside) 

November 10: 10-2p Portland Friends Meeting Love Your Meetinghouse Day 

Monthly 

Every Sunday: 10:30a Meeting for Worship 

First Sunday: 9a Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business 

Second Saturdays: 5-8p Youngish adults potluck  
 Bart Czyz, btczyz@gmail.com, 207 899 5937

Adult Religious Education: 8:45a 2nd and 4th Sundays 
First Day School: 10:45a 2nd and 4th Sundays

Adult Religious Education Class 
On this Sun, Oct. 13, at 8:45 AM we will have our second 

Adult Class focusing on spiritual promptings and personal 

actions for change and the meaning and value of even  
small actions. We will begin by watching relevant Quaker 

Speak videos, produced by Friends Journal, and then  
enter into worshipful dialogue about the topic. Some  
may have stories of personal actions they or others  
they know have taken. Please join us for the class on  
the second and fourth Sundays of the month,  
beginning promptly at 8:45 and ending before  
or at 9:55 to make way for singing which 
begins at 10. 

mailto:btczyz@gmail.com
mailto:btczyz@gmail.com
mailto:jmmmaine@aol.com
mailto:pfmnewsletter@grantwinners.net
mailto:dennis.lee.redfield@gmail.com
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Portland Friends Meeting  
Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business 

October 6, 2019 

We began in silent worship at 9:02 a.m, with 12 members and attenders present. 

Our presiding clerk, Brad Bussiere-Nichols, read  Query #10 on vocations, from our 1985 NEYM Faith and 
Practice: 

Do you respect the value of all useful work, whether paid or unpaid, whether physical or intellectual, 
whether performed in the home or in the larger community? Does your daily work use means and serve 
goals which are consistent with the teachings of Jesus? Are you honest and trustworthy in all business 
transactions, prompt and just in payment of debts? By counsel and example, do you encourage young 
people to enter vocations which will serve society? 

1. September minutes.  The minutes from our September 8, 2019 Meeting for Business were accepted as printed 
in the newsletter. 

2. Treasurers report for September 2019.  Muriel Allen had a short and simple report this about our 
expenditures and income this month, which we accepted with gratitude. 

She noted that there are a few “flow through” accounts (such as Easter breakfast) where contributions to that 
account flow directly to some cause or organization.  Income to those accounts do not get counted in our 
“contributions” lines at the top, as the entire amount received is then sent on.  Jo Linder expressed continued 
appreciation for our early financial contributions this year, and for all our renters.   

 Financial summary for Portland Friends Meeting – Jan - Sept 2019   9 months = 75% 

  Year to date % of budget   
 Income 
 Donations $  59,251 99% 
 Rent 4,463 128% 
 Endowment 9,000 75% 

 Total ** $ 72,714 96%   

 Expenses 
 Meeting house 18,840 72% 
 Meeting committees 16,798 56% 
 PFM contributions to 15,230 80%  
 other organizations 
   

 Total ** $ 50,868 67%   

 Balance **** $ 21,846   

(cont-)
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3. Ministry and Counsel. Beth Bussiere-Nichols reported for Ministry and Counsel.  

We recommend accepting the transfer of Jim Schlagheck from Belfast Area Friends Meeting and welcoming him 
as a new member.  Friends accepted this transfer with Joy.  Peter and Jennifer have met with him, and welcomed 
him to the meeting. 

We shared a gracious letter of introduction for Sally and Alan Farneth, Lindy Hankins’ parents, who have moved 
up from Middleton Monthly Meeting in Langhorn, Pennsylvania.  They have not made a formal decision yet about 
transferring their membership. 

Every year Ministry and Counsel sits with what has emerged from New England Yearly Meeting sessions in 
August. This year we are inviting all to participate in the mutual enhancement that emerges as we connect the 
work of the Yearly Meeting with the work of our monthly meeting. A first opportunity to do that will be at rise of 
meeting today. 

She shared a quote from the 2019 New England Yearly Meeting Epistle: 
Spirit has led us to begin a process of transforming our yearly meeting while abiding in its programs, 
structures, and missions. We are actively rebuilding ourselves into a religious society with the good news of 
liberation at its heart: one that is actively interrupting patterns of domination within and among ourselves 
and in our sphere of influence. We see this as a process of co-creation that is open-ended in time.

4. Communications Review Committee.  Edd Burns had sent in the following report, which was read by Lyn 
Ballou.  The committee will welcome our comments, questions, and concerns.

Introduction The Communications Review Committee (CRC) has been working on a number of issues. At this time, 
the committee needs more input from the meeting before moving forward. This report is being provided to the 
business Meeting on October 6 to notify the community about what is being considered. No decision is expected at 
this time. The committee is only soliciting input about the topics in question. Attenders of Portland Friends Meeting 
are encouraged to talk to members of the CRC, or send an email to the CRC Clerk, 
PortlandFriendsMeetingMgr@gmail.com.

Website Review The CRC has been working on changes to the website for Portland Friends Meeting (PFM). It has 
established a working site for people to review. This site is a work in progress and will evolve over time. Once the 
CRC is satisfied that most of the issues have been resolved, it will be turned over to Rich Nagle for implementation. 
Because it is a work in progress, there may be pages that do not work completely, like the calendar page. These 
pages are there to solicit thoughts from the users. If the functionality is already in place on the current website, the 
user can go to that site to see how it works and provide feedback on how to improve it.

If people have comments about the current PFM website, we would like to have those comments as well. We are 
just as interested in things that you like as well as problems.

To access the new evaluation site, go to the Portland Friends Meeting Test Site.

To access the existing site, go to the Portland Friends Meeting Official Website.

Send any comments to PortlandFriendsMeetingMgr@gmail.com.

Non-Profit Google Account

The CRC has had to deal with a number of issues related to the use of the internet by the meeting and thinks that 
many of them may be addressed by establishing a non-profit group account with Google.

Generally, Google for Nonprofits is a free program where Google gives away premium services (like $10,000 a 
month in Ads credits and custom G Suite accounts) at no cost. For organizations that qualify, Google for Nonprofits 

(minutes continued from page 2)

(cont-)
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(minutes continued from page 3)

gives access to a collection of premium apps that might otherwise be too expensive for NPOs. The Meeting may 
not use some of the benefits related to this type of account, but there are a few that would be very beneficial. 
Having a non-profit group with Google would provide:

Unlimited Gmail accounts that could end in PFM.com, vs @gmail.com;

Admin access over all the PFM accounts;

Enable PFM committees to collaborate, iterate, and innovate together, from anywhere, in real time, with Google’s 
cloud-based productivity suite;

The ability to build nonprofit fundraising campaigns that tie supporters’ donations to their impact, making it easy 
for them to give at any level;

To check out more of the benefits, go to Google for Nonprofits Program Benefits.

Web site addresses:
Portland Friends Meeting Test Site                  oeburns.wixsite.com/portlandfriendsPortland Friends Meeting  
Official Portland Meeting Website                     portlandfriendsmeeting.org/  
Google for Nonprofits Program Benefits          support.google.com/nonprofits/answer/1614581

The biggest concern raised was the need for an up to date meeting directory, on line if possible, or at least in 
electronic form.  But how to balance meeting this need with respect for electronic privacy, and with safety from 
having our names get spammed?  Various ideas were suggested (and members of the CRC were present to hear 
them), but we were united simply in wanting the CRC to give this issue high priority.

Concern was also raised about what Google may be getting from us, in return for our using their non-profit tools.  
New England Yearly Meeting uses these Google tools, and may be helpful regarding this concern.

Finally, it was suggested that this request for feedback be a separate article in the newsletter (in addition to being 
included as part of these Monthly Meeting minutes).  

5. Falmouth Quarterly Meeting Representatives.  Falmouth Quarterly Meeting will be on October 26 and  
Ann Dodd-Collins will be attending.  We appointed her as our representative.

6. Announcements.
Food for Family Promise.  There are still some needs.  Also, we are all urged to report any safety issues 
promptly.

Newsletter Deadline is Tuesday October 8 at 11:59 pm. Please consider offering a profile of yourself.

Love your Meetinghouse day - November 10, 12 – 2 pm.

Jean Fine Memorial  November 9, 3 pm, at Piper Shores

Arthur Fink asked that mail being sent to him as recording clerk be emailed to pfm@arthurfink.com (rather than 
to arthur@arthurfink.com)

Closing.  Our meeting closed in silent workshop at 10:08 am, with about 16 members and attenders present, 
purposing to  meet again, God willing, at 9:00 am on Sunday November 3, 2019.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Arthur Fink, 
Co-Recording Clerk

http://portlandfriendsmeeting.org/
http://portlandfriendsmeeting.org/
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Youth Climate Strike! 
All of Friends School of Portland 
students in grades 3-8 (and several 
younger students with their parents) 
attended Maine's Youth Climate Strike 
on September 20 in Portland--part of 
the group of 2,000 students and adults. 
Pictured above, students from our 7-8 
class hold colorful signs up during the 
rally. That afternoon, students in grades 
K-2 took part in a "chalk walk" 
assembly, drawing pictures of the living 
things they believe are worth saving.  

FSP 8th grader Anna was the lead 
organizer for the climate strike, and was 
featured in that day's Portland Press 
Herald pressherald.com/2019/09/20/
young-mainers-carry-the-banner-in-
climate-movement/.  

Anna was also recently featured in a 
Newsweek magazine article entitled, 
"'Our Futures Are at Risk': Meet the 
Kids Skipping School to Join the Global 
Climate Strike" newsweek.com/our-
futures-are-risk-meet-kids-skipping-
school-join-global-climate-
strike-1458514. 

FSP students in grades 5-8 are invited 
to participate in our student-led 
Climate Action Team, which meets 
weekly.

Young Friends Retreat  
Oct 11 to Oct 13 • Framingham, MA 

Wyalosing: A Model for 
Building Blessed Community  
Oct 12 • Orland, ME 

Young Adult Friends Retreat  
Oct 18 to Oct 20 • Providence, RI 

Southeast Quarterly Meeting 
Oct 20 • Providence, RI 

West Epping Friends Annual 
Meeting  
Oct 20 • West Epping, NH 

Falmouth Quarterly Meeting 
Oct 26 • Durham, ME 

Sandwich Quarterly Meeting 
Oct 26 • Dartmouth, MA 

Eldering: Shepherding 
Alignment with the Spirit  
Oct 26 • Burlington, VT 

Salem Quarterly Meeting 
Oct 27 • Boston, MA

Indigenous Peoples Day at PFM
On Sunday October 13, 
Portland Friends can observe the 
occasion with an event at rise of 
meeting. After refreshments, all 
are invited to join in a 
commemoration of Indigenous 
Peoples Day with our friend and 
neighbor Mihku Paul. Weather 
permitting, those who wish will 
ride to a nearby Wabanaki site 
for a mindful walk and 
contemplation.
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Monday November 4 at 6:30pm You are invited to a pre-release screening of the film at Friends School of Portland, 
followed by a conversation with co-director Janet Gardner and narrator Richard Nurse. This event is free and open to the 
public, and is presented in partnership with Portland Friends Meeting.  

Quakers: The Quiet Revolutionaries tells the story of a spiritual movement that has played a remarkable role in American 
religious, social, and political life. Today’s Quakers share a spiritual DNA with their earliest forebears. They follow in the 
footsteps of dedicated Friends who battled authorities for abolition of slavery, civil rights, religious freedom, women’s 
suffrage and resistance to all war. 

Parenting 
for 

Peace 
Presents

The Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for a Moral Revival 
Portland Friends Meeting was present at the march and community meeting in Portland on October 10, though we only caught a few of 
us on camera! New England Yearly Meeting is a member of the Poor People's Campaign. poorpeoplescampaign.org/

https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/
https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/
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2019-2020 Young Friends Retreats
December 6-8 “Food Justice & 
Sustainability” at Providence Friends Meeting in 
Providence, RI

Midwinter Retreat: February 14-17 “Taking Care 
of Ourselves & Each Other”at Woolman Hill in 
Deerfield, MA

April 17-19 “Gender, Sexuality, & 
Relationships” at Portland Friends Meeting in 
Portland, ME

End-of-Year Celebration Retreat: June 12-14 at 
Allen’s Neck Meeting, Dartmouth, MA 

Young Friends Program at NEYM Annual 
Sessions: August 1-6 2020 at Castleton 
University, Castleton, VT

Portland Friends Meeting Email Lists 
Our Meeting has two email lists, sometimes referred to as 
“google groups.” The first list is “PFM Life of the Meeting,” for 
items directly related to Portland Friends Meeting business 
and/or directly Quaker items. The second is “PFM Wider 
Community,” for any items of interest from the PFM community 
to share, not necessarily directly related to Quakers, including 
personal invitations or community events. 

To send an announcement to PFM Life of the Meeting, email:  
pfm-life-of-the-meeting@googlegroups.com. 

To send an announcement to PFM Wider Community, email:  
pfm-wider-community@googlegroups.com. 

For technical support or for any questions related to the lists 
please feel free to email pfm.email.list.owner@gmail.com.

Portland/South Portland residents: 
Can you help with transportation? 

Chris Nshimiyimana, a Friend newly arrived in Portland from 
Rwanda, would like to attend Meeting on Sundays. We can 
assist by offering rides--even if just a one-time offer. He lives at 
130 Devereaux Circle, located a few blocks away from the 
intersection between 295 and the exit (going south from 
Portland) for the Maine Mall. It is about 10-15 minutes from the 
meetinghouse. (207) 766-6374 chrisnshimiyimana@gmail.com

Tour our beautiful Passive House school, meet our teachers, look around the classrooms, and talk to current parents and 
students. Learn more about Quaker education and get a feel for our culture of joyful learning. Our Head of School and 
Director of Studies will be on hand to answer your questions. This event is for families with children entering preschool 
through 8th grade; prospective students and their siblings are welcome! See a list of other upcoming admission events 
and RSVP here: https://www.friendsschoolportland.org/admissions-events. 

mailto:chrisnshimiyimana@gmail.com
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Muriel Allen, Clerk of Leadings Committee writing about Leadings Grants 

What is a Leading? 

In my mind, no one has said it better than Charlotte Fardelman of Dover, NH Meeting in her book 
entitled Nudged by the Spirit.  This title is first on our list of resources for discerning Leadings.  It contains 
many personal descriptions -- widely varied, but with many similar defining characteristics.  There are several 
copies available in the Meeting Library. 

1. A Leading does not go away just because you are unable to attend to it immediately.  It will resurface 
periodically until time is right for you to pursue it. 

2. Because it comes from the Spirit, it will have some benefit to others, often in the wider world. But many 
applicants for Leadings grants have found creative ways to also benefit the Meeting directly. Jen Frick 
was led to offer a form of massage therapy enhanced by chanting, rocking, and energy work, but she 
needed a massage table that wouldn’t squeak and groan when she was doing the rocking.  She offered 
free sessions to members and attenders of the Meeting as thanks for the table, practice for herself and (as 
it turned out) a wonderful advertisement for the new service she was offering. 

3. Leadings come in many shapes and sizes. Some have involved art projects (one was a mural from a 
midwife showing all the babies she had delivered and another included haunting photographs of a Nazi 
concentration camp). We have helped support writers of an autobiography, a Quaker history, and a story 
of collaboration with Maine Indigenous People. We have also financed a laundromat, a pannier 
workshop, and pizza for prison inmates. We have chipped in for trips to World Quaker events and a 
spiritual pilgrimage along the Camino de Santiago in Spain. 

How do I apply for a Leadings Grant? 

There are two application periods each year, in April and October.  Leadings time is stricter than usual 
Quaker time. Any applications received after the last days of either these months will be considered in the 
next cycle.  The Committee hopes that the printed Guidelines for Applications (available year round in the 
Library) are clear.  We have made many attempts to improve them and tailor them to applicants’ needs, but if 
you have questions, you can certainly contact any Leadings 
Committee member. Members with several years experience on 
the Committee are Muriel Allen, Sandi Jensen, and Patricia Pyle. 
This year we welcome two new members, Wayne Cobb and 
Stefanie Fairchild.  They both have experience as applicants for 
grants. We all wish you good luck with any application you 
submit and hope you will hold us in the Light as we review them. 

How did Leadings Grants start? 

The money for Leadings Grants comes from a bequest from 
Barbie Potter, a longtime member of the Portland Friends 
Community.  It is a very fitting use of her funds because in life 
she was extremely generous and supportive to members who 
wanted to start a business or otherwise follow a Leading.  With 
Charlotte Fardelman, she was part of the Lyman Fund that 
supplied seed money to the wider Quaker world and indeed 
others with Leadings.  Barbie was much beloved, amazingly wise, 
and with a warm sense of humor. Her death was a great loss to 
the Meeting. Ask anyone who has attended Portland Friends for 
a long time; they will have a Barbie story.  We often invoke her in 
our deliberations, asking “What would Barbie do?” Photo by Rui Silvestre on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@ruisilvestrecreative?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/hand-reaching-to-light?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@ruisilvestrecreative?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/hand-reaching-to-light?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Address Service Requested 

Portland Friends Meeting 
1837 Forest Ave 
Portland, ME 04103 

Next newsletter deadline: 
Tuesday, November 5, 11:59pm 

submissions: pfmnewsletter@grantwinners.net
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