
Connections 
Co-Clerks 
Brad Bussiere-Nichols 
pfmbrad@gmail.com 207-756-5586 

Jennifer Frick 
jfrick47@gmail.com 207-939-1312 

Treasurer, Contributions  
Jane Mullen, 215–421–5257  
jmmmaine@aol.com 

Acting Treasurer, Operating Account  
Muriel Allen 
murielpfm@gmail.com 

Treasurer, Special Funds 
Special Needs Funds 
Elizabeth Szatkowski 207-274-3564 

Ministry and Counsel  
Beth Bussiere-Nichols 
Christine Fletcher 

Pastoral Care Coordinator 
Christina Davis 518-0784 

Childcare Coordinator 
Susan Grannell 401-413-5951  
pfm-nursery-
coordinator@googlegroups.com 

Religious Education  
Adult: On Hiatus 
Youth: Luke Hankins 207-200-6042 

Youth Religious Education Coordinator: 
Andy Grannell 207-878-8698  
grannell90@gmail.com 

Use of the Meetinghouse 
Lise Wagner 232-1778  
lise.r.wagner@gmail.com 

e-group membership  
Dennis Redfield 
pfm.email.list.owner@gmail.com 

Newsletter submissions 
Heather Denkmire 
pfmnewsletter@grantwinners.net 

Address/directory changes 
Sarah Cushman 
directory@portlandfriendsmeeting.org 

Portland Friends Meeting Newsletter
Meeting for Worship: 10:30a Sundays
Fifth Month, 2020

“Are you open to the many ways Spirit may speak to you?” 
— Query 5, 2014 New England Yearly Meeting Interim Faith and Practice

1837 Forest Ave Portland, ME 04103
portlandfriendsmeeting.org 

207-200-6544

Calendar 
May 15-16 JYM (online) retreat, grades 2-6 
 https://neym.org/attend-event/youth-retreats 

May 16 6-8p An Evening of Storytelling and Music with 
 Portland Friends Meeting (see e-group for online invitation) 

Monthly 

Every Sunday: 10:30a Meeting for Worship* 

First Sunday: time tbd, Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business* 

2nd & 4th Sundays: 10:45a First Day School, contact Andy Grannell for 
more information 

2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th Sundays: 10-10:25a Intergenerational singing, 
contact Jennifer Frick for online details 

Second Saturdays: 5-8p Youngish adults potluck  
 Bart Czyz, btczyz@gmail.com, 207 899 5937 

*contact Clerks for online Meeting for Worship links

Portland Friends Meeting Email Lists 

Our Meeting has two email lists, or, “google groups.” 

1) PFM Life of the Meeting, for items directly related to Portland Friends 
Meeting business and/or directly Quaker items. 

2) PFM Wider Community, for any items of interest from the PFM 
community to share, not necessarily directly related to Quakers, including 
personal invitations or community events. 

To send an announcement to PFM Life of the Meeting, email:  
pfm-life-of-the-meeting@googlegroups.com. 

To send an announcement to PFM Wider Community, email:  
pfm-wider-community@googlegroups.com. 

For any questions related to the lists, including requests to add yourself to 
one or both: pfm.email.list.owner@gmail.com.

https://neym.org/attend-event/youth-retreats
mailto:btczyz@gmail.com
mailto:pfm-life-of-the-meeting@googlegroups.com
mailto:pfm-wider-community@googlegroups.com
mailto:pfm.email.list.owner@gmail.com
mailto:jmmmaine@aol.com
https://neym.org/attend-event/youth-retreats
mailto:btczyz@gmail.com
mailto:pfm-life-of-the-meeting@googlegroups.com
mailto:pfm-wider-community@googlegroups.com
mailto:pfm.email.list.owner@gmail.com
mailto:jmmmaine@aol.com


Page  of 2 12

Portland Friends Meeting  

Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business 

May 3, 2020 

We began in silent worship at 9:02 am, gathered remotely and connected via Zoom, with 38 members and attenders 
present.  This more than we've ever had in recent memory – one possible benefit of meeting remotely with a tool like 
Zoom. 

Our presiding clerk, Brad Bussiere-Nichols, read query #5  from the 2014 New England Yearly Meeting  Interim Faith and 
Practice: 

 Are you open to the many ways Spirit may speak to you? 

1.  March minutes.  The minutes from our March Meeting for Business were accepted as printed in the newsletter.  
Because of the Pandemic, there was no Meeting for Business in April.  The treasurer's report for that month was included in 
the April newsletter. 

2. Treasurers report for April 2020.  Muriel Allen presented this report showing our expenditures and income in January, 
with a slight surplus of income over expanses.  We accepted her report with gratitude. 

 Financial summary for Portland Friends Meeting  Jan – April 2020   4 months = 33.33%   

      Year to date  % of budget   
 Income 
  Donations   $  19,386         32%   
  Rent          1,295         26%   
  Endowment         4,000           33% 
  Other                                                  25            5% 

  Total **    $  24,706          32%   

 Expenses 
  Meeting house        $   6,479          23% 
  Meeting committees       12,670          28% 
  PFM contributions to        2,700          55%  
     Quaker organizations 
  Total **     $ 21,849          28%   
  Balance ****    $   2,857  

Muriel noted that our April income figures are down 19% from 2019 and 14% from 2018 (adjusted to not include Easter 
breakfast income. With our building closed, we of course have no rental income.  She encouraged meeting committees to 
stay within or below their budget, noting that we will get through this period. 

Contributions can be sent to Meeting House address – 1837 Forest Ave, Portland ME 04103 

3. Ministry and Counsel.  Christine Fletcher reported for Ministry and Counsel. Christine noted a deep sense of love 
among us, as we meet for business in this new way.  

Hannah Colbert has met with her clearness committee and we affirmed her clear leading to live deeply as a Friend. The 
Ministry and Counsel Committee felt unity with that and a clear sense that Portland Friends could and should support her 
as a member. With joyful hearts, we recommend to Portland Friends Monthly Meeting that Hannah be accepted into 
membership. Friends joyfully approved!   

Ministry and Council and Meeting Co-clerks are in ongoing communication on how to support our community as we live 
with COVID-19. In the last two months we have been working with pastoral care to anticipate how to help support 
vulnerable people in our community during this pandemic. We are also focused on how to support our worship together in 
this new virtual format. As a community we are yearning for connection, and, while virtual worship is imperfect, the majority 
of Friends have embraced it as another way to worship together. Many Friends have appreciated being able to learn the 

(cont-)
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names of others, not worry about their children being disruptive in worship, and enjoy the intimacy of sharing worship 
from within our own homes. We also were blessed to have two Friends join our worship two weeks ago just days before 
their deaths, a seeming paradox of social distancing letting us be closer with them via virtual worship than we likely could 
have been under normal circumstances. We also continue to be aware of the limitations of this technology, work to 
support our clerks in their new virtual roles, and work to identify who we are not seeing in virtual worship and how we 
might better meet the needs of our entire community.  With the loss of two friends in recent days, we are keenly aware of 
the need to review how we process, without being able to have in-person memorial meetings.  We also need to find ways 
to get together in person, safely, in small groups. 

I would also like to highlight the excellent resources made available to us by New England Yearly Meeting,  and remind 
Friends of their website material regarding the pandemic  (https://neym.org/updates-and-resources-during-covid-19-
pandemic).  

Our clerk reminded us of “Zoom Fatigue”, and encouraged us to engage in brevity, and try to complete our business by 
10:15, so that there will be a real break before meeting for worship. 

4. Nominating Committee.  Rob Levin, reporting for Nominating Committee, submitting the following names as 
recommendations,  He encouraged us to give “omnibus” approval to the whole set of names, without hearing each read.   
We approved this entire list of nominations.  There are still a few spots that need to be filled.  We are encouraged to 
review the list, and to accept some of these positions. 

The committee suggested that we lay down the Adult Religious Education Committee, and review this again in one year.  
Rob noted that we actually have a lot of adult religious education programs, just not organized by an Adult Religious 
Education Committee.   We considered taking up this recommendation at our June Meeting for Worship for the Conduct 
of Business, without taking any other action on it at this time, but agreed not to do that.  Instead, we ask  Ministry and 
Counsel to consider the future for our Adult Religious Education Committee.   It was noted that a similar question has 
arisen regarding our Peace and Social Concerns committee. 

2020-21 Individual & Committee Responsibilities at PFM,  as of 5-1-20 

*   = Convener or Clerk of committee; (______________ = position yet to be filled); Italics – new to position  
Co-Clerk (Meeting) Jennifer Frick (1/1/20 – 6/30/20) 

 Lyn Ballou (7/1/20 – 6/30/22) 
 Brad Bussiere-Nichols (7/1/20 – 6/30/21) 

Co-Recording Clerks (Bus. Meeting)…. Lise Wagner & Arthur Fink 

Recorder (Meeting’s official records) … Sandi Jensen 

Treasurer (Operating Account) ……… Kathy Beach (Muriel Allen through 7/20) 
Treasurer (Contributions) …………… Jane Mullen 
Treasurer (Special Funds) …………… Kathy Beach (Muriel Allen through 7/20) 

Reviewer of Financial Records ……… Beth King 

Special Needs Fund ………………….. Chris Beach & Elizabeth Szatkowski 

Youth Religious Ed. Coordinator……. Andy Grannell 

Nursery Ed. Coordinator…. Susan Grannell 

Meetinghouse Use Coordinator ……    Lise Wagner    (back-up = Sarah Cushman) 

Ministry & Counsel: 
 Christine Fletcher* (’22) Chris Beach (’21) Kiya Smith (’21) 
 Hannah Colbert (’22) Peter Woodrow (’21) Ann Dodd-Collins (’23) 
 Beth Bussiere-Nichols* (’22) Jessica Eller (’21) Fritz Weiss   (’23) 

Peace & Social Concerns  - In transition 
(cont-)

(Minutes continued from page 2)

https://neym.org/updates-and-resources-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://neym.org/updates-and-resources-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://neym.org/updates-and-resources-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://neym.org/updates-and-resources-during-covid-19-pandemic
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Financial Oversight Committee:                                                                              
 *Jo Linder, Emily Silevenac, Daryl Renschler, Sue Nelson, Becky Steele,  
 Muriel Allen, Kathy Beach (ex officio), Jane Mullen (ex officio), Alan Farneth 

Communications Individual Positions: 
 Newsletter:  Heather Denkmire, Liz Maier (mails paper copies) 
 Website: Rich Nagel    
 Directory: Sarah Cushman 
 Egroup Coordinator: Dennis Redfield   (back-up = Heather Denkmire) 

 Recording Announcements:  1st Sun:  Chris Beach 

     2nd Sun: Dorothy Grannell 

     3rd Sun: Bob Massengale 

       4th Sun: Judy Spross  

       5th Sun:  Julie DeSherbinin 
 Recording Backups: Elizabeth Szatkowski, Rob Levin, Holly Travers, Patricia Pyle 

Communications Review Committee: Edd Burns*, Arthur Fink, Lyn Ballou 

Buildings & Grounds: 
*Karin Wagner, Syl Doughty, Tracy Booth (summer only), Peter Raszmann, Bernard Mohr, Wayne Cobb, 
Bill Diffenderfer, ________________, _____________  

Helping Hands = Kathy Beach, Chris Beach, Doug Malcolm 

Resource Committee for Friends School of Portland                            
 *Sydney McDowell (’23), Jeff Nagle (’22), Mary Tracy (’22),  
 Mettie Whipple (’22), Lea Sutton (’21) 

Library & Records Committee:  *Andy Grannell, Karyl Sylken, Kristina MacCormack, Sally Farneth,   

Cemetery Committee: *Andy Grannell, Karyl Sylken, Anne Payson, __________, ___________ 

Pastoral Care Committee: 
*Christina Davis, Stefanie Fairchild, Els Heij, Joyce Blossom, Barbara Rose  McIntosh, Theresa 
Oleksiw, _______________ 

Youth Religious Education Committee: 
Luke Hankins*, Chris Fitze, Andy Grannell (ex officio), Susan Grannell (ex officio), Bart Czyz, Emily 
Silevenac, Anneke Hohl, ____________, ______________  

First Day School Teachers: 
Luke Hankins, Chris Fitze, Lydia Maier, Sarah Peterson, Jonathan Ewell, Jessica Eller, ________________, 
________________ 

Adult Religious Education Committee: Lay down? Pause? Refashion for Quarantine times? 

Hospitality Individual Roles:  
______ (friendly meals), Sarah Cushman (welcoming newcomers), Mary Tracy   (snacks coordinator) 

Welcoming and Outreach Ad Hoc Committee: 
*Dorothy Grannell, *Lyn Ballou, Holly Travers, Anne Thompson, Ruth Gallagher, Mary Tracy, Sarah 
Cushman, Ann Dodd-Collins 

Events Coordination Contacts:  Dorothy Grannell and Kiya Smith 

Family Promise Coordinators: 
Judy Spross and Wayne Cobb (general), Holly Travers and Ann Dodd-Collins (food), Sue Nelson 
(supplies) (cont-)

(Minutes continued from page 3)
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(cont-)

Teams to Clean up & Close Meetinghouse after Meeting for Worship: 

1st First Day: ___________,  Ann Dodd-Collins   

2nd First Day: Peter Raszmann & David / Holly Travers 

3rd First Day: Denis Lachman / Kiya Smith and Liz and Jim Maier 

4th First Day:  Mettie Whipple, Nipper Harding  

5th First Day: Julie DeSherbinin 

Greeters: 

1st First Day: Kristina MacCormick and Kate Potter 

2nd First Day: Lise Wagner and Ann Dodd-Collins 

3rd First Day: _______________ 

4th First Day: Fritz Weiss,  

5th First Day: Muriel Allen and Sandi Jensen 

Leadings Committee:   
 Stefanie Fairchild, Sandi Jensen, Kathy Beach, Wayne Cobb, Mary Tracy 

Nominating Committee (two-year terms): 
*Rob Levin (‘20), Chris Beach (’20), Elizabeth Szatkowski (’21), Lea Sutton (’22), Melissa Brown (’22), 
Bart Czyz (’22) 

5. Cemetery Committee.  Andy Grannell summarized this report for the Cemetery Committee.  His report also included 
the obituary from the Portland Press Herald, April 26, 2020, which is not included here.  He also reported on a small but 
deeply spirit filled gathering on May 2nd for the green burial of Ann Harwood.  He noted that all of us would have wished 
to be there, but this small gathering was what was required at this time.  Ed Robinson was the wonderful keeper of our 
cemetery grounds, and we are beginning a search for somebody else to take this role.  The committee will welcome 
hearing from anybody in the meeting community who might be interested in this job. 

For 26 years, from 2006 – 2020, Ed Robinson was caretaker for our cemetery and grounds. 

In a videotaped interview from July of 2019, Ed was clear in his choice of ‘green’ burial, and in the following, we sought to 
honor his wishes. Ed Robinson got a fitting and loving send-off. There were 10-15 immediate family, Chris & Kathy, and 
Buxton ‘green’ funeral director, Chad Poitras, for a windy & cold but heartfelt series of sharings that stretched on for 
upwards of 45 - 60 minutes. 

Here is a checklist for future reference: 

Choosing the gravesite plot: On Sunday afternoon, Jon drove Ed to the Portland Friends Meeting Cemetery and working 
closely with Chris and Kathy Beach, Ed made his choice.  This expedited what was to follow.  

The funeral services:  Chad E. Poitras, Cremation & Funeral Service of Buxton  was contacted by Jon Quealley, Ed 
Robinson’s nephew. Poitras proved to be experienced and enthusiastic about green burials. 

Poitras contracted with an excavator to dig the grave which was accomplished on Tuesday. Logistically, the Poitras 
backhoe operator chose to come up the west side of the Meeting House - so as to avoid undue damage to our front 
cemetery lawn - then dug a 6’ long x 3’ wide - and critically - 4’ deep hole. The high-quality sand with virtually no stones or 
tree roots made this a 25-minute operation and tarps were positioned to capture the sand. 

Jon orchestrated a late Wednesday afternoon burial and family sharing. This was made so much easier since - presciently - 
Jon had taped Ed last July spelling out his burial wishes. As the planning proceeded, Jon posted this three-minute video 
to family and those attending. Here is the link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LCmmtjhRD_gxNInI6F4mGxhLEj6u8gK1/
view?usp=sharing_eil&ts=5ea1a100 

(Minutes continued from page 4)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LCmmtjhRD_gxNInI6F4mGxhLEj6u8gK1/view?usp=sharing_eil&ts=5ea1a100
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LCmmtjhRD_gxNInI6F4mGxhLEj6u8gK1/view?usp=sharing_eil&ts=5ea1a100
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LCmmtjhRD_gxNInI6F4mGxhLEj6u8gK1/view?usp=sharing_eil&ts=5ea1a100
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LCmmtjhRD_gxNInI6F4mGxhLEj6u8gK1/view?usp=sharing_eil&ts=5ea1a100
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The hole was then bridged with four 2 x 4 planks. Not long after the pallbearers brought the remains upon a wooden 
base, it was wrapped first in a linen shroud (not light green as Ed had specified but an acceptable bright color 
nonetheless) and then an ordinary white bed sheet. Under the carrier rested two straps. 

The remains were settled on the temporary wooden bridge during our time of sharing. Following the sharing, several of 
those gathered went forward to tuck flower arrangements and memorabilia along the perimeter of the shroud. Then four 
of us grabbed ahold of the underlying straps while the 2 x 4 planks were removed. Then with Chad Poitras encouraging 
us, we very slowly slackened the straps until the remains were settled on the bottom. 

All of this brought smiles to the surrounding observers. We could picture Ed loving the whole scene and taking great 
satisfaction. We all laughed when someone said, “Oh I know he is dancing now and enjoying every minute!” Several took 
turns shoveling, and then slowly, the family made its leave.  

Chad Poitras and I signed the certificate of burial with one copy going to Poitras and one to our records. The backhoe 
filled the hole back in. Chad cautioned that we can expect settling and will need then to more or less continuously level 
over the coming year.  Chad Poitras taped the entire event, and this makes it possible to post for those who would have 
loved to have been present. 

Final note: I will keep a copy of the following for committee records. It is also very likely illustrative of how such events will 
need to be conducted due to social distancing. We anticipate a similar sequence and event at the gravesite for Anne 
Harwood tomorrow. 

6. Youth Religious Education Committee. Andy Grannell summarized this report from theYouth Religious Education 
Committee: 

Youth Religious Education Committee held our monthly meeting via Zoom on Sunday morning, April 19. Thanks to Luke 
for getting this setup. Because of the scheduling uncertainties beginning with the usual start times/events for September, 
we agreed to continue these regularly scheduled meetings through the summer. Our next meeting then will be on May 
17 at 9 am. 

A focus of our concern was the loss of the Easter morning breakfast and the fundraising opportunity that it represents for 
us annually. We are thankful that the Meeting can aid us in meeting our continuing pledge to support our young Kenyan 
friend, Bradley Uwungo. 

Our collective thanks to Rob Zevin and Cedar for their creative and just plain fun Zoom based “Portland Friends Meeting 

Art Mashup Special Extravaganza!” on Saturday evening, April 4th. 

Cedar and I had a hopeful vision for the night, and you exceeded it by far with your enthusiasm, generosity, and 
grace. It was a truly beautiful evening. Each of your performances was a gift to all of us. By far, the best three hours 
of the pandemic so far!” 

This extravaganza was followed up two weeks later with “Quaker Trivia Night” on Saturday evening, April  19th . 
What great fun to be able to come up with a treasure trove on the life and times of Portland Friends. Rob reports 
that” Fritz, Dorothy, and Andy know more Quaker history than God.” As a follow-up go to” Name That Quaker” 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GebyPtyUnlFjXXSnmYY1G9UzgtdlN8sr/view 

The collected and rich First Day School resource guides are now up on their new and long-term shelves in the back 
classroom. In the coming weeks, all of these will be posted on the LibraryThing website, which is rapidly taking shape. 

Next week I will be conferring with parents who have suggestions for how we can best use this time with fun and profitable 
exercises, books, music, crafts that will enhance our unscheduled and uniquely-gifted time that this crisis affords all of us.  

Wendy Schlotterback and I agreed to postpone the scheduled May 7-8 workshop on “Faith & Play”  led by Melinda 
Wenner Bradley, Director of Communications and Training (Faith and Play Stories, Inc., Godly Play Trainer). Wendy and I 
will continue to monitor when we can again schedule this event. 

The Portland Friends Meeting Directory arrived this morning. Heather and Lyn have taken the Directory to new levels. I will 
now make a detailed comparison between my Youth Religious Education Committee listings and the new Directory. Great! 

(cont-)

(Minutes continued from page 5)
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7. Falmouth Quarterly Meeting.  Ann Dodd Collins was our official representative, but Dorothy Grannell offered this 
report: 

Twelve people from four Friends Meetings in our Quarter met on Saturday, April 25th from 10 am to noon via 
Zoom. Representatives shared how each meeting is doing during this time of sheltering  at home because of the 
Covid 12 outbreak. Durham and Portland meetings are worshiping via Zoom.   The other three are meeting at 
home independently at their appointed worship times.   All are making contact by telephone or email for 
encouragement and pastoral care.   While this time away is difficult, it especially strains the smaller meetings in the 
quarter. 

Memorial Minutes were read and forwarded for Clarabel Marstaller and Eileen Babcock of Durham Friends and 
Natalie Kempner of Brunswick Fiends.  2019 State of Society Reports were  read and received From Brunswick, 
Durham. Portland and Windham Friends.   Southern Maine will write theirs when they meet for worship again. 

Fritz Weiss was approved to fill the opening of co-convener with Sarah Sprogell as Marian Dalton is no long able to 
continue in that office. 

The minutes of October, 2019 were accepted as circulated and the treasurer's report accepted as sent. The 
meeting closed with worship at noon. 

8. Announcements.  The newsletter deadline is Tuesday May 5th at 11:59 pm.  Please consider offering a profile of 
yourself. 

9. Closing.  Our meeting closed in silent worship at 10:18 am, with about 44 members and attenders present, purposing to 
meet again, God willing, at 9:00 am on Sunday June 7, 2020. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Arthur Fink, 
Co-Recording Clerk

Portland Friends 
Meeting Directories 
Available! 

We have an updated Portland Friends Meeting directory to 
share! Many thanks to everyone for submitting any changes 
to your individual contact information. And we so 
appreciate the organizing help of the Communications 
Committee and other tech-savvy folks within the Meeting in 
putting this together.  

We will be emailing digital copies (PDF files) to each of you 
over the next week. Then, at any time you can email 
directory@portlandfriendsmeeting.org to request copies of 
the most updated directory or to let us know about 
changes we should make to your contact information! 

(tip: add directory@portlandfriendsmeeting.org to your 
email/computer/phone address books so the directory 
doesn’t end up in your spam folder!)

Mary DeSilva shared this photo from last month: 
“…one of 28 chicks that arrived yesterday in the 
mail. Doing all we can to focus on LIFE!"

(Minutes continued from page 6)
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Sending Love, Laughter and Light from Friends School of Portland.   
We always enjoy times when members of PFM join us at school for meeting.  Please know you are 
welcome to join us for our short 15 minute meeting for worship on Friday mornings at 9am with 
this https://us04web.zoom.us/j/72206931131?pwd=dnJTZElzSUZjZ1dXSVVzaEl0UXZrZz09 and when 
prompted use the password: welcome . 

Faithfulness Groups 
Dear Friends, 

We are excited to invite you to an informational session on Faithfulness Groups! This topic was going to be part of the 
weekend Retreat that we were planning for the Portland Friends Meeting. We’re so happy that we can still share it 
together. 

Tired of reading things on the internet and want to watch a short video (featuring Portland Friends Meeting Friends!) 
instead? click here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XC26SMoqoEI&feature=youtu.be 

What is a Faithfulness Group? A Faithfulness Group provides a structure for a small group of Friends, usually 4 to 6, to 
find spiritual grounding, and mutual accountability for faithful service, witness and ministry. This group meets regularly to 
listen to one another and share experiences. The Faithfulness Group is a tool to nurture and strive for deeper faithfulness, 
spiritual growth and a closer relation with Spirit/God/the Divine.     

Who is a Faithfulness Group for? If you would like more opportunities to have meaningful conversations with small 
groups of friends in which you support each other in your spiritual lives, you might be interested in joining a Faithfulness 
Group!   

How do I learn more about it? There will be several opportunities to come to an informational session; (Save the dates, 
Tuesday May 26th at 7PM - or - Sunday May 31st at 1PM. We’ll send out zoom links and reminders as we get closer.) If 
you have questions, please contact any of us. 

Hannah hdcolbert@gmail.com, Jay oharjo@gmail.com, Fritz rossvall.weiss@gmail.com, 
Maggie nelsonmargaret92@gmail.com, and Paula paula.rossvall@gmail.com

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/72206931131?pwd=dnJTZElzSUZjZ1dXSVVzaEl0UXZrZz09
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XC26SMoqoEI&feature=youtu.be
mailto:hdcolbert@gmail.com
mailto:oharjo@gmail.com
mailto:rossvall.weiss@gmail.com
mailto:nelsonmargaret92@gmail.com
mailto:paula.rossvall@gmail.com
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/72206931131?pwd=dnJTZElzSUZjZ1dXSVVzaEl0UXZrZz09
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XC26SMoqoEI&feature=youtu.be
mailto:hdcolbert@gmail.com
mailto:oharjo@gmail.com
mailto:rossvall.weiss@gmail.com
mailto:nelsonmargaret92@gmail.com
mailto:paula.rossvall@gmail.com
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Books for Families in these Trying Times of Covid-19, Part 1 
(Part 2 to follow in our Sixth Month newsletter) 

The Quaker Religious Education Collaborative (QREC) ...is a grassroots network of Friends holding a sense of stewardship 
for life-long Quaker faith formation through religious education. We include Friends from all branches of our international 
Quaker family.  

Together with her working group friends of Quaker Religious Education Collaborative (QREC), Sally Farneth – and soon of 
our Portland Friends Meeting Library Committee - recommends the following…. 

Sparkling Still Working Group of FGC. A. Collins, S. Farneth, S. Hopkins, E. Mittag 

Below is a thumbnail description of books that we think have a message for children in these trying times. Many of the 
stories are about children overcoming challenges. We hope the books encourage you to think about other things and 
appreciate the beauty around us. Each book has a link to a YouTube reading of the book, a group of wondering questions, 
and an activity. The full-page for each book may be found in the QREC collection. Go to: Resources, Browse by Category, 
then Parenting section. We hope you find these books helpful. 

A is for All the Things You Are by Anna Hindley. Illustrator: Keturah A. Bobo Publisher: SmithsonianBooks.com Copyright: 
2019. Concepts work for older elementary and include empowerment, courage, compassion, and social justice. http://
www.quakers4re.org/find-resources/all-things-you-are-joyful-abc-book 

Baseball Saved Us by Ken Mochizuki, art by Dom Lee, Scholastic, c. 1993. The story takes place in a Japanese/American 
Internment camp during WWII. It stresses resilience and courage. http://www.quakers4re.org/find-resources/baseball-
saved-us 

Flowers for Sarajevo, John McCutcheon, Illustrator:  Kristy Caldwell, Publisher:  Peachtree Publishers, Copyright:  2017. 
Written for older children, it is a story about kindness, gratitude, empowerment, and sharing our gifts.  http://
www.quakers4re.org/find-resources/flowers-sarajevo 

Good People Everywhere, by Lynea Gillen, Illustrator: Kristina Swarner, Publisher: Three Pebble Press, LLC, Copyright:  
2012. This is the companion book about Sarajevo but written for younger children. It is a story about kindness, gratitude, 
empowerment, and sharing our gifts. http://www.quakers4re.org/find-resources/good-people-everywhere 

Lucky Beans by Becky Birtha, illustrator Nicole Tadgell, Publisher: Albert Whitman & Co. copyright 2010. The story takes 
place at the time of the Great Depression. It embraces the concepts of Resilience, Courage, Compassion, and Justice. 
http://www.quakers4re.org/find-resources/lucky-beans 

Mumbet’s Declaration of Independence by Gretchen Woelfle, illustrations by Alix Delinois, Publisher: Carolrhoda Books, 
copyright. 2014. A true story from the early days of our country’s history, Mumbet’s story demonstrates Empowerment, 
Courage, Bravery. http://www.quakers4re.org/find-resources/mumbet%E2%80%99s-declaration-independence 

Quiet, written and illustrated by Tomie dePaola, Publisher: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, Copyright: 2018. 
The book encourages us to appreciate the beauty of quiet moments in our lives. http://www.quakers4re.org/find-
resources/quiet-0 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer, illustrated by  Elizabeth Zunon, Publisher: 
Dial Publishing, copyright. 2012. The true story of a young boy whose creativity, empowerment, and resiliency changed 
the lives of the people in his village. http://www.quakers4re.org/find-resources/boy-who-harnessed-wind 

What Do You Do With an Idea, by Kobi Yamada, illustrations Mae Besom, Publisher Compendium, copyright 2014. 
Written for young children, it inspires people of all ages to accept an idea and let it grow.  http://www.quakers4re.org/find-
resources/what-do-you-do-idea 

Wondering Questions: Wondering Questions give children an opportunity to reflect 
on the story, make it their own, and use their creative thinking. Wondering Questions 

do not have right and wrong answers; they encourage imagination and deep 
reflection. 

I wonder what part of the story you like best? 

I wonder where you would put yourself in the story? 

I wonder what suggestions this story has for you and/or our family?
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Falmouth Quarter Meeting Minutes — April 25, 2020 10 - noon 
note: additional Memorial Minutes and State of Society reports will follow in the Portland Friends Meeting Sixth Month newsletter  

Worship: We gathered in worship after a brief reading by Fritz Weiss.  

Attending: Fritz Weiss, clerk pro temp Portland Dorothy Grannell recording clerk pro temp Portland 
Ann Dodd Collins Portland Colleen Crowley Portland Shannon O’Connell Portland David Spector Portland 
Paula Rossvall Portland Jennifer Frick Portland Sarah Sprogell Durham Martha Hinshaw Sheldon Durham 
Karen Tilbor  Brunswick Christine Holden Brunswick Louise Sandemeyer Southern Maine 
Approved Minutes from October 26, 2019 meeting, as circulated. 

Share local meeting joys and challenges; how are meetings managing with Covid19 restrictions?  

Brunswick: Small meeting; Natalie Kempner’s death in 2019 and Nancy Hall’s death in 2020 were reported. No major 
involvement of the whole meeting but many members are active individually.  Not meeting on Sunday by Zoom. Convene 
independently at 10, with a member sending out a query for reflection. 
Hold in prayer : Claudia Brzoza - Hold in Light as she suffers with cancer;  prayers for continued gathering as a community. 
Connecting with people by phone. 

Durham: Meeting via Zoom. Semi programmed format is working out well; have learned how to work out details. Learning 
from others and connecting.  People have joined from around the country which has been a silver lining for Zoom meetings.  
Able to have some music - piano is good on Zoom, but singing is done individually.  Member Edie Whitehead died recently; 
the family had a brief gathering for prayer via Zoom through the funeral home. Learning how to deal with future memorials.    
Hold in prayer: Sukie Rice’s ongoing struggle with cancer.  

Windham: From a conversation with the pastor: Janice contacts each person weekly. Very small meeting. Well grounded 
with the process of connecting with members. Received a State of Society report.  An aging meeting, they still feel the effect 
of losses from previous years and a shrinking physical presence. Sarah reported for them; Christine will contact Janice to ask 
about her state of health. 

Portland: Ann Dodd Collins reported that 65-70 people attend Zoom meetings on first day. Pastoral Care Committee is 
contacting those who are in need of care. Individuals are reaching out and helping each other.  Two Zoom Saturday events for 
Art and Quaker.  Ed Robinson and Anne Hayward died this past week; the meeting is feeling their loss.  Tom Antonik reported 
that two youth retreats were held on line; noted that some shyer youth  participated well; the group got to know each other's 
pets! Affinity Groups on Friday nights. Friends from away have joined.  Clerking is difficult. 

Southern Maine.  Meet at 9:30 individually from home, nurtured by email updates and inspiration. Share how they are  
managing.  No interest in Zoom meeting. Concerns about Marty Walton in Hospice.  Also concern for Linda Lyman, her 
partner.  Sara Denning physician working at Veterans Hospital.  Concern about opening too soon. No state of Society now, 
but looking forward to a time they can meet again and write one. Emails express the importance of the meeting to all.  Will 
look forward to their being able to meet on the beach for worship while socially distancing. 

note: Memorial Minutes and State of Society Reports will be shared in the Sixth Month Portland Friends Meeting Newsletters 

Treasurer's Report: Falmouth Quarter Financial Report 
March 31, 2020  

Savings    633.46 + .32 interest      633.78   
Checking   400.16 +    40 Windham       590.16 
                                   100 Durham 
                                   50 Brunswick 

Approved donations have gone out this week.   The treasurer asked that we hold the Permanent Board, meeting at the same 
time, in the Light. The report was accepted as read. 

Fritz Weiss was approved as co-convenor to replace Marian Dalton who is unable to continue at this time. 

Closing Worship 

We closed at noon, affirming that our next scheduled meeting is June 25th for fellowship.  October 24, 2020 is scheduled for 
an annual business meeting.
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Memorial Minute 
Durham Friends 

Clarabel Marstaller, 97, died peacefully on December 2, 2019, in Brunswick, Maine. Clarabel was the 
daughter of Milton and Freda Morris Hadley, born November 19, 1922, in Vermilion Grove, Illinois. She was 
the last surviving sibling of six: Mark, Robert, David, Ruth, and Phillip. Robert and Phillip died in infancy. 

Clarabel graduated from Olney Friends School, Barnesville, Ohio, in 1940, and Earlham 
College in 1944, with a BA in mathematics. She worked for Eli Lilly Company for a year and taught for three 
years at Olney Friends School and Earlham College before she married Louis Marstaller of Freeport, Maine, in 
1948. Clarabel was a devoted wife, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, Friend, and friend. She loved 
people, especially her grandchildren and great grandchildren. In her later years when she didn’t see them very 
often, she got tremendous pleasure in talking on the phone and seeing pictures and videos of her grandchildren 
and then great grandchildren. These were some of her most joyous moments.  

She was devoted to her communities and communicated with people near and far, taking 
interest in their activities and families. Her Christmas card list numbered in the hundreds! When her mobility 
made travel difficult, she continued to correspond with many and appreciated visits. 
She helped in the family business, The Maine Idyll Motor Court, and served as treasurer of its 
corporation for over 20 years. She did substitute teaching in Freeport and Brunswick during the 1950s and 
served as office secretary of New England Yearly Meeting of Friends (Quakers) from 1959-1982 while Louis 
was its Field Secretary. She and Louis opened their home to many travelling and local friends and Friends, 
generous with time, food, and hospitality. She was a mentor to many in her local Meeting and broader 
community. 

Clarabel was known for her deep faith. She wrote: I thought I could be a good person without 
God’s help, (but) realized I couldn’t… She prayed and read the Bible and other religious works daily, and 
helped others on their spiritual journeys. She was courageous and stood up when she saw injustice, and was 
generous with her support of organizations that helped others. 

Clarabel was a birthright and faithful Friend and member of Durham Friends Meeting from 
1949. She served as presiding clerk, trustee, Sunday School teacher, choir director, organist, on 
Ministry and Counsel, on the Christian Education Committee, and was active in the Woman’s Society. She was 
a recorded Friends minister for her Gifts in Ministry by Durham Friends and confirmed byFalmouth Quarterly 
Meeting. She served the United Society of Friends Women of NewEngland Yearly Meeting as president, 
newsletter editor, and treasurer, attending several triennial sessions of the United Society of Friends Women 
International. She was active in Friends United Meeting for a number of years, serving on boards as recording 
clerk and assistant clerk. She served several years as a representative to the Friends Committee on National 
Legislation in Washington,D.C. She was a member of the Freeport Woman’s Club from 1968 and served it as 
president, treasurer, and on committees. She represented the Woman’s Club on the Women’s Legislative 
Council for many years and encouraged others to become and stay interested in issues that affect communities 
and our world. 

She is predeceased by her husband Louis, daughter-in-law Judy (Robert’s wife), and Judy’s 
son Michael Burns. She is survived by her children, David and wife Sally of Brunswick, Maine; Nancy and 
husband David Brooks of Harpswell, Maine; Robert of Savannah, Georgia; Thomas and wife Betsy of South 
Hampton, New Hampshire; grandchildren Wesley (wife Rebecca and their children Will and Pippa), Tess, 
Amelia, Syretha, Erik, Kris, Ashley, Darrik (wife Kate), and Lance.
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