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1837 Forest Ave Portland, ME 04103
portlandfriendsmeeting.org
207-200-6544

“Do you listen for the Spirit even when the words are foreign to you? Is your own
understanding of God enriched by other people’s experiences of the Divine?”
— NEYM Interim Faith and Practice Query No. 12
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Kathy Beach, 207-233-2065
katherinegbeach@gmail.com,

December 24

Treasurer, Special Funds
Special Needs Funds
Elizabeth Szatkowski 207-274-3564

Every Sunday:

10:30a Meeting for Worship*

First Sundays:

9am Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business*

Ministry and Counsel
Beth Bussiere-Nichols
Christine Fletcher

5pm Christmas Eve Meeting for Worship
(see below for details)

Monthly

Second Saturdays: 5-8p Youngish adults potluck
Bart Czyz, btczyz@gmail.com, 207 899 5937
*contact Co-Clerks for online Meeting for links

Pastoral Care Coordinator
Christina Davis 518-0784
Childcare Coordinator
Susan Grannell 401-413-5951
pfm-nurserycoordinator@googlegroups.com
Religious Education
Adult: On Hiatus
Youth: Luke Hankins 207-200-6042
Youth Religious Education Coordinator:
Andy Grannell 207-878-8698
grannell90@gmail.com
Use of the Meetinghouse
Lise Wagner 232-1778
lise.r.wagner@gmail.com
e-group membership
pfm.email.list.owner@gmail.com
Newsletter submissions
Heather Denkmire
pfmnewsletter@grantwinners.net
Address/directory changes
directory@portlandfriendsmeeting.org

Meeting for Worship on Christmas Eve
Join us for Meeting for Worship on Christmas Eve via zoom! We will share silent
contemplation, Bible readings, and hymns. We will close with lighting our
individual candles to share in the coming of the light.
Here is the link to the zoom meeting: https://bit.ly/PFMChristmasEve The
password will be shared on the e-group. You can also text Heather on Christmas
Eve at 207-590-8540 if you need the password.
We invite you to explore different ways to use your computer in a dark room for
when we “turn off all the lights” before lighting our candles. Please note: If you
are not comfortable with technology, just come as you are! “Dark mode” is an
option for some of us, and turning off lights in our homes at the right time is
another. Perhaps you might also find a way to leave your candle, after it is lit, so
it can be seen by the rest of the meeting… We look forward to seeing you!

Portland Friends Meeting
Meeting for Business
December 6, 2020
We began in silent worship at 9:00 a.m., gathered remotely and connected via Zoom, with 29 members and attenders
present.
Our presiding clerk, Brad Bussiere-Nichols, read the Query: Do you listen for the Spirit even when the words are foreign to
you? Is your own understanding of God enriched by other people’s experiences of the Divine? (NEYM Interim Faith and
Practice Query No. 12)
1. Clerk’s Comments. Brad read the Haudenosaunee Thanksgiving Address. The full Address will follow the minutes.
2. November Minutes. The minutes from our November Meeting for Business were accepted as printed in the newsletter.
3. Treasurer’s Report. Kathy Beach presented the report showing our expenditures and income through November. There
was a positive balance for the month of November, as it was a quiet month for expenses. Income was $4,885, expenses
were $3,419, leaving a positive balance of $1,466. We are 92% of the way through the year, with total income at 82% of
budget ($63,824) and expenditures at 84% of budget ($65,844). The deficit has diminished to $2,020. Ongoing thanks to all
who have continued to contribute as they are able. Friends approved the Treasurer’s report, with thanks.
The financial summary for January-November 2020:
Income
Donations:
Rent:
Endowment:
Total:
Balance:

$51,454 (85%)
1,370 (27%)
11,000 (92%)
$63,824 (75%)

Expenses
Meetinghouse:
Meeting cmtes:
Contributions:
Total:

$25,923 (93%)
32,128 (71%)
4,880 (100%)
$65,844 (84%)

-$ 2,020

4. Financial Oversight. Jo Linder, clerk of Financial Oversight, reported. She presented the proposed budget for 2021, as
recommended by the committee, which will be printed in the newsletter. She also provided documents that describe the
organizations to which we contribute, as well as the committee’s policy for approving funding requests (previously approved
in September, 2020). This budget will be brought forward again in January in hopes of final approval. We appreciate the
clarity with which the committee outlines any changes as well as its ongoing care of our finances.
Friends were reminded that we continue to contribute to the secondary education of Bradley Luongo at the Kakamega
Orphan Care Center, soon to be known as Friends of Kenya Rising, in Kenya. There are two more years of his schooling
through high school. At that point, Youth Religious Education will bring any requested post-secondary education costs to
the full meeting.
5. Ministry and Counsel. Christine Fletcher reported. Having met with all of the following Friends, the committee joyfully
recommends Portland Friends Meeting accept their transfers.
Fritz Weiss is transferring from Hanover (NH) Monthly Meeting; Diana White is transferring from Farmington Monthly
Meeting; and the DeSilva Family are all transferring from Dover (NH) Monthly Meeting: Mary and her husband Elliot as adult
members, and their children Eben, Oliver, and Zora as associate members. Friends joyously approved!
The committee noted that Friendly Connection Calls have started, and have approached 100 calls. It has been a blessing to
the callers as they are intending to connect with all active members and attenders every other month. What a beloved
community! In a big Meeting, there are bound to be people who are new or otherwise missed on the list. The committee
will be checking in later to make sure they get a chance to listen one on one to everyone; to hear Friends’ joys and
concerns and make sure all know how grateful we are that you are part of our community. Some themes of the discussions
were shared, as well as the joy of the connections.
Friends' concerns rise up from various monthly meetings to the Yearly Meeting level. If there is unity at the Yearly Meeting
annual gathering about the importance of a concern that is rising then it comes back to every monthly meeting to be
further seasoned before going back to the Yearly meeting at a later time. There are two concerns that we are invited to
(cont-)
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(Minutes continued from page 2)

engage more deeply with this year, an Apology to Native Americans (likely to be considered at Sessions in 2021) and a Call
to Urgent, Loving Action for the Earth and her Inhabitants. Small groups are planning ways to help us discern how to engage
with these concerns. They have been a part of our community concerns for many years but every season brings new
opportunities to reflect, to learn, and to engage in new ways. The two documents will be disseminated to the meeting.
M&C wants Friends to know that a conversation has been sparked by a Business meeting agenda question. This grew from
asking why the budget report always comes first at Business Meeting and became a larger discussion about how the agenda
for Business Meeting is made, and how we have community conversations about topics that have life. This issue will continue
to be discussed.
M&C will be starting to create the first draft of the 2020 State of Society which comes to the February Meeting for Worship
for the Conduct of Business. They are gathering information through Committee Reports and Friendly Connection calls, if
Friends have other thoughts to share they are welcome to email committee co-clerks, Beth Bussiere-Nichols or Christine
Fletcher.
4. Closing. Our meeting closed in silent worship at 10:14 a.m., purposing to meet again, God willing, at 9:00 a.m. on
Sunday, January 3, 2021.
Submitted by Lise Wagner, Co-Recording Clerk

A little note about using our e-groups…
While the occasional message gets sent to the “wrong group” when the moderator (me!) doesn’t pay close enough
attention, here’s a general sense of how our two e-groups are meant to be used:
The first e-group, or “list,” we refer to as “Life of the Meeting.” This is meant for items that are related very directly to the
Portland Friends Meeting’s (“PFM’s”) official work. Items from committees, or announcements from Clerks, or anything we
want communicated from PFM to the PFM community. Slightly confusingly, this list is also meant for items that are “officially”
Quaker. Say something from New England Yearly Meeting, Falmouth Quarter, or American Friends Service Committee, etc.
The other list, or “e-group,” is for the “wider world” and may be social invitations to or from the PFM community or any
other items of interest you want to share with the PFM community. It might be news items, personal essays, follow-ups on
issues discussed in Meeting for Worship or Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business just to share information
(though, of course, it is not a discussion group).
There are regularly items that are “grey areas” and I do my best to make decisions that will be as consistent as possible.
Thank you for your patience and understanding here. :-) Also, remember that when you send something to either e-group,
all text in the email will be sent to the list, so don’t include notes to me. And, finally, ideally, it would be nice not to include
“FW:” and similar text in messages; but that’s just a personal preference, not any kind of policy! —Heather

Portland Friends Meeting and Racial Learning/Justice
Friends involved with organizing around issues of racial justice send out deep thanks to all Friends who were engaged in
related learning and actions in 2020 including reading-group folks (White Fragility; How to be an Antiracist); founders and
participants in Activist Pie; contributors to Family Promise; demonstration attenders; allies to Indigenous people;
reparations proponents; activists with local people-of-color run organizations, and more. It has been a challenging year.
Sharing Your $$: This is typically a time of year when people with more-than- enough express their hearts by endorsing
the work of others. Consider donations to POC-run organizations in Maine, such as Wabanaki Reach or Maine Youth Justice
(http://www.mainewabanakireach.org/ ; https://www.maineyouthjustice.org/ ) OR see a list of Racial Justice grantees at
Maine Initiatives: http://maineinitiatives.org/400000-awarded-to-grassroots-racial-justice-work/ Concerned about nationwide injustices against black people? See: https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=content.view&cpid=4710
Light Up the New Year: In January and February, we will be offering hour-long Zoom sessions every other week focused
on a specific topic.. Come to one, or join in all of them, with conversations that connect us to community and lighten our
hearts. Monday, January 4, 7:00-8:00 pm “you and white centering” from Layla F. Saad’s book, “me and white supremacy”
http://laylafsaad.com/meandwhitesupremacy (5-page reading & queries will be sent out on December 26).
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Haudenosaunee Thanksgiving Address
(The words in bold are not meant to be spoken)
The Haudenosaunee Thanksgiving Address is an ancient message of peace and appreciation of Mother Earth and her inhabitants. The children learn
that, according to Native American tradition, people everywhere are embraced as family. Our diversity, like all wonders of Nature, is truly a gift for
which we are thankful.
When one recites the Thanksgiving Address the Natural World is thanked, and in thanking each life-sustaining force, one becomes spiritually tied to
each of the forces of the Natural and Spiritual World. The Thanksgiving Address teaches mutual respect, conservation, love, generosity, and the
responsibility to understand that what is done to one part of the Web of Life, we do to ourselves.
Greetings to the Natural World
The People
Today we have gathered and we see that the cycles of life continue. We have been given the duty to live in balance and
harmony with each other and all living things. So now, we bring our minds together as one as we give greetings and thanks to
each other as people.
Now our minds are one.
The Earth Mother
We are all thankful to our Mother, the Earth, for she gives us all that we need for life. She supports our feet as we walk about
upon her. It gives us joy that she continues to care for us as she has from the beginning of time. To our mother, we send
greetings and thanks.
Now our minds are one.
The Waters
We give thanks to all the waters of the world for quenching our thirst and providing us with strength. Water is life. We know its
power in many forms‐waterfalls and rain, mists and streams, rivers and oceans. With one mind, we send greetings and thanks to
the spirit of Water.
Now our minds are one.
The Fish
We turn our minds to the all the Fish life in the water. They were instructed to cleanse and purify the water. They also give
themselves to us as food. We are grateful that we can still find pure water. So, we turn now to the Fish and send our greetings
and thanks.
Now our minds are one.
Plants
Now we turn toward the vast fields of Plant life. As far as the eye can see, the Plants grow, working many wonders. They sustain
many life forms. With our minds gathered together, we give thanks and look forward to seeing Plant life for many generations to
come.
Now our minds are one.
The Food Plants
With one mind, we turn to honor and thank all the Food Plants we harvest from the garden. Since the beginning of time, the
grains, vegetables, beans and berries have helped the people survive. Many other living things draw strength from them too. We
gather all the Plant Foods together as one and send them a greeting of thanks.
Now our minds are one.
The Medicine Herbs
Now we turn to all the Medicine herbs of the world. From the beginning they were instructed to take away sickness. They are
always waiting and ready to heal us. We are happy there are still among us those special few who remember how to use these
plants for healing. With one mind, we send greetings and thanks to the Medicines and to the keepers of the Medicines.
Now our minds are one.
The Animals
We gather our minds together to send greetings and thanks to all the Animal life in the world. They have many things to teach
us as people. We are honored by them when they give up their lives so we may use their bodies as food for our people. We see
them near our homes and in the deep forests. We are glad they are still here and we hope that it will always be so.
Now our minds are one
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The Trees
We now turn our thoughts to the Trees. The Earth has many families of Trees who have their own instructions and uses.
Some provide us with shelter and shade, others with fruit, beauty and other useful things. Many people of the world use a
Tree as a symbol of peace and strength. With one mind, we greet and thank the Tree life.
Now our minds are one.
The Birds
We put our minds together as one and thank all the Birds who move and fly about over our heads. The Creator gave them
beautiful songs. Each day they remind us to enjoy and appreciate life. The Eagle was chosen to be their leader. To all the
Birds‐from the smallest to the largest‐we send our joyful greetings and thanks.
Now our minds are one.
The Four Winds
We are all thankful to the powers we know as the Four Winds. We hear their voices in the moving air as they refresh us and
purify the air we breathe. They help us to bring the change of seasons. From the four directions they come, bringing us
messages and giving us strength. With one mind, we send our greetings and thanks to the Four Winds.
Now our minds are one.
The Thunderers
Now we turn to the west where our grandfathers, the Thunder Beings, live. With lightning and thundering voices, they bring
with them the water that renews life. We are thankful that they keep those evil things made by Okwiseres underground. We
bring our minds together as one to send greetings and thanks to our Grandfathers, the Thunderers.
Now our minds are one.
The Sun
We now send greetings and thanks to our eldest Brother, the Sun. Each day without fail he travels the sky from east to west,
bringing the light of a new day. He is the source of all the fires of life. With one mind, we send greetings and thanks to our
Brother, the Sun.
Now our minds are one.
Grandmother Moon
We put our minds together to give thanks to our oldest Grandmother, the Moon, who lights the night‐time sky. She is the
leader of woman all over the world, and she governs the movement of the ocean tides. By her changing face we measure
time, and it is the Moon who watches over the arrival of children here on Earth. With one mind, we send greetings and
thanks to our Grandmother, the Moon.
Now our minds are one.
The Stars
We give thanks to the Stars who are spread across the sky like jewelry. We see them in the night, helping the Moon to light the
darkness and bringing dew to the gardens and growing things. When we travel at night, they guide us home. With our minds
gathered together as one, we send greetings and thanks to the Stars.
Now our minds are one.
The Enlightened Teachers
We gather our minds to greet and thank the enlightened Teachers who have come to help throughout the ages. When we
forget how to live in harmony, they remind us of the way we were instructed to live as people. With one mind, we send
greetings and thanks to these caring teachers.
Now our minds are one.
The Creator
Now we turn our thoughts to the creator, or Great Spirit, and send greetings and thanks for all the gifts of Creation.
Everything we need to live a good life is here on this Mother Earth. For all the love that is still around us, we gather our minds
together as one and send our choicest words of greetings and thanks to the Creator.
Now our minds are one.
Closing Words
We have now arrived at the place where we end our words. Of all the things we have named, it was not our intention to leave
anything out. If something was forgotten, we leave it to each individual to send such greetings and thanks in their own way.
Now our minds are one.
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Income($$)

Item

2021 Proposed
Budget

Donations
Rent
Endowment Withdrawal
Other
TOTAL INCOME

64090
0
12000

Fuel
Electricity
Water,Sewage, and Stormwater
Phone, WiFi
Insurance/Worker's Compensation
Snow Removal
Buildings & Grounds
Cemetery
Custodial Care of the Meeting
Endowment loan repayment (thru 2025)
City of Portland (in lieu of taxes)

3000
1200
1600
500
2500
2200
5250
5,800
1700
4500
500

Meetinghouse Expenses ($$)

76090

2020 Budget Y-T-D as of 11.30.20
60800
5000
12000
500
78300

51454
1370
11000
0
63824

3200
1500
1600
1500
2500
2200
5250

2002
950
1300
962
2004
1915
7125

5500
4500
210

Cemetery Comm req. $4000 plus $150/mo
4955 Lines 16 +17 were combinded previously
4500
210 specific program or City line item?

Subtotal Meetinghouse Expenses
Meeting Committee Expenses

28750

27960

25923

Religious Ed Coordinator
Nursery Coordinator
Employee Taxes
First Day Program Expenses
Childcare Providers
Campership and Youth Scholarships
Adult Religious Ed
Adult Scholarships for Friends Activities
Financial Oversight- payroll svc, review
Communications
Peace and Social Concerns
Library and Records
Ministry and Counsel
Clerk's Enrichment
Pastoral Care
Events/Welcoming
Family Promise
Special Needs Fund
New England Yearly Meeting
Miscellaneous

8000
4160
1000
600
600
3000
0
1500
600
350
0
700
350
500
100
350
1000
2500
16000
500

8000
4160
1000
1000
1750
4000
100
1500
600
700
150
500
200
1000
100
700
1000
2500
16000
500

7337
3817
1188
482
727
0
0
600
387
274
0
697
384
0
0

Subtotal Meeting Committee Expenses
Meeting Contributions
Friends School of Portland
Friends Camp
American Friends Service Committee
Friends Committee on National Legislation
Falmouth Quarterly Meeting
Maine Council of Churches
Quaker Ridge Meeting House
FLGBTQC
Ramallah Friends School
FWCC
Family Promise Portland
Friends Publishing
Friends of Kenya Rising
Puente de Amigos (Bridge of Friends)
Woolman Hill Retreat Center

Subtotal Meeting Contributions
TOTAL EXPENSES
BALANCE
Page 6 of 12

41810

44760

1500
300
400
400
100
150
80
150
500
100
300
300
1000
100
150

1500
300
400
400
100
150
80
150
500
100
300
300
500

5530
76090

NOTES

100

4880
77600
700

YREC

1/2 2020
on hiatus
300 requested; consider more
1/2 2020

1/2 2020
1068 lines 37+38 combined in prior years
0
14667
500

32128

1500
300
400
400
100
150
80
150
500
100
300
300
500 1 yr tuition Bradley's education (Kakamega)
Cuban Friends sister mtg w Durham Friends
100

4880
65844
-2020

RECIPIENTS OF PORTLAND FRIENDS MEETING EXPENSES/CONTRIBUTIONS 2020
City of Portland (now under Meetinghouse Expenses) exempts religious organizations from property taxes; PFM
chooses to give a donation to the city in lieu of such taxes
NEYM (now under Meeting Committee Expenses) offers youth & young adult programs, the annual Sessions,
committee work, adult religious education and inter-visitation programs, and support for Meetings. Additional financial
support for NEYM includes youth scholarships & adult scholarships.
Friends School of Portland (Maine) is an independent preschool through 8th grade arising from Quaker faith and
practice with which many members/attenders of PFM are involved
Friends Camp of China, Maine is a co-ed overnight summer camp that offers youth campers creative activities,
experience in living our Quaker testimonies, and lots of fun
American Friends Service Committee is a Quaker organization committed to social justice, peace, and humanitarian
service based on Quaker principles
Friends Committee on National Legislation fields a team of lobbyists to connect Quaker testimonies with peace and
social justice issues which need to be addressed
Falmouth Quarterly Meeting supports Quaker Meetings in southern and western Maine
Maine Council of Churches an ecumenical community of nine denominations, is a voice and resource in support of the
vision of a sustainable, just, and compassionate world
Quaker Ridge Building Fund helps with the general upkeep of the small, historic Quaker Meeting House in Casco,
Maine that is open certain times of the year
FLGBTQC is a Quaker faith community focusing on the concerns of people who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and queer and offering them inclusion and love
Ramallah Friends School is a West Bank oasis of peace-making and quality education for both men and women.
Founded in 1870 as a direct outreach of Maine Quakers, today its graduates attend the finest colleges here and
throughout the world.
Friends World Committee for Consultation purpose is to encourage fellowship among all branches of the Religious
Society of Friends.
Greater Portland Family Promise P ide h mele familie i he G ea e P la d, Mai e a ea i h ba ic h ma
needs shelter, safety, and sustenance with a spirit of warmth and hospitality. In the Family Promise model, each
host congregation furnishes clean, safe, overnight lodging and nutritious meals for one week, typically on a quarterly
ba i .
Friends Publishing Corporation a Friend and former Board member requests an annual contribution in addition to the
library subscription.
Friends of Kenya Rising (previously Friends of Kakamega) Kakamega Orphans Care Center Portland Friends Meeting
youth have supported Bradley, a student there, for several years. Financial Oversight Committee recommends
supplementing the youth fundraising effort for a limited number of years until Bradley completes high school.
Puente de Amigos Portland Friends Meeting is joining Durham Friends Meeting in a sister relationship with Velasco
Friends Church (Iglesia de Los Amigos Cuaqueros) in Velasco, Cuba as a part of the Puente de Amigos (Bridge of
Friends) between New England Yearly Meeting and Cuba Yearly Meeting.
Woolman Hill Quaker Retreat Center a Friend and Woolman Hill Board member requests PFM annual contribution
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Web hyperlinks accessed 11.15.2020

State of Maine support available for COVID-19 cases or
close contacts

Portland Friends Meeting Email Lists

As the numbers are increasing and the CDC is having
challenges identifying and tracing contacts we have created
an online referral process. We go to local community
organizations with referrals.

1) PFM Life of the Meeting, for items directly related to
Portland Friends Meeting business and/or directly Quaker
items.

We have staff available 7 am to 7 pm. Support includes
groceries, food, essentials, diapers, assistance with
unemployment or rent relief, and many other as-needed
services --whatever people need to stay home for the
isolation or quarantine or for those that need it they can go
to a quarantine shelter (we have hotels set up).
Background and direct link to the DHHS Website for
community care and social support: https://www.maine.gov/
dhhs/coronavirus-resources/support-for-isolation-quarantine
Questions: Email dhhs.covid.socialsupport@Maine.gov
Referrals: https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/form/covid-19referral-form

Our Meeting has two email lists, or, “google groups:”

To send an announcement to this list, email: pfm-life-ofthe-meeting@googlegroups.com.
2) PFM Wider Community, for any items of interest from the
PFM community to share, not necessarily directly related
to Quakers, including (but not limited to!) personal
invitations or wider community events.
To send an announcement to this list, email: pfm-widercommunity@googlegroups.com.
For any questions related to the lists, including requests to
add yourself to one or both:
pfm.email.list.owner@gmail.com.

Dear Friends of the Quaker Ridge Meeting House,
We hope this annual letter finds you well, and that you and your loved ones are
able to stay safe and find physically distant and virtual ways to connect.
The good news is that the sign purchased in 2019 was installed early in summer
2020, thanks to the hard digging by Bill Maxfield and joint labor with Brad Nichols
of Portland Friends Meeting to pour concrete and position the sign on the south
side of the meetinghouse. Nelson Camp added finishing paint touches to the
sturdy base, and Jamie Maxfield repainted the 1814 sign that hangs on the east
side of the building. The new sign details some history and a welcome so that
even during the winter when the door is locked, visitors who stop by will learn
some of the story of the building and know that it is still used for Quaker worship
in the summer months. Several local newspapers printed articles based on a press
release written by Dan Crofts that connected the sign to Maine’s Bicentennial year:
https://www.pressherald.com/2020/08/21/bicentennial-maine-casco/.
Friends of the Quaker Ridge Meeting House continue to be generous with their
Photo by Susan Maxfield
support. Contributions since my last annual letter totaled $1910. We are deeply
grateful to Anonymous, Ted and Deb Andrews, Chris and Kathy Beach, Valerie Bennett (in loving memory of Beryle Janet Goodwin), Sylvia
Bronner, Colin and June Cassidy, Monique Crochet, Anita Verna Crofts, Dan and Betsy Crofts, Mary Louise Edwards, Jean Fields, Laurie
Geiger, Holly Hancock, Chris Holden, Brian Hunt, Alice Maxfield and Nelson Camp, Judith Maxfield, Doug Malcolm, Kim Peranzi, Sally
Wallace, Portland Friends Meeting, and Windham Friends Church.
Thanks go also to Steve Edwards, Loren Hall, and Eric Nelson for contributions of time and effort to keep the meetinghouse grounds in
good physical shape. Eric Nelson, with his spouse Erin, are the new owners of Hall Funeral Home, and near neighbors. Eric has kindly
agreed to serve as a local contact. Requests for use of the building for a wedding or memorial service should go first to him.
<ericnelson.funeraldirector @ gmail.com>
As of October 31, the Fund’s checking account with Norway Savings Bank showed a balance of $52.38, with $3,406.65 in regular savings,
and $7,652.33 in The Next Hundred Years Fund.
Total expenditures since last year’s letter totaled $1264.00: insurance ($1086), renewal of road signs on Rt.11 and Rt.302 ($120), and Casco
PO Box rental ($64).
Please consider making a gift to maintain and preserve the historic meetinghouse. Contributions are tax-deductible and may be sent c/o
Betsy Crofts, 1373 Butternut Drive, Southampton PA 18966, or if you prefer to P.O. Box 585, Casco ME 04015, payable to The Quaker
Ridge Meeting House Fund. We much appreciate your generous support!
With warm wishes for blessed holidays, good health and peace in the new year,
Betsy Crofts, trustee <emcrofts @ gmail.com>
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The 'new look' library and YREC curriculum bookcases. All ready when we can return to our beloved Meetinghouse.

Advent Message
Our very own Beth Bussiere-Nichols shared a message at Durham
Friends Meeting on December 6, 2020.
To read her Advent Message, visit this link:
http://www.durhamfriendsmeeting.org/?p=3561
Page 9 of 12

Our Portland Friends Meeting Cemetery - Lively Space in 2020
The following are highlights of our work covering the period from mid-April to early-December:
• Beginning in early May, the committee drew up a request for proposals and advertised for “Portland
Friends Meeting Groundskeeper.” We interviewed three candidates and contracted with Robert ‘Bob’
Massengale who has served in this capacity and also has proven to be a valuable member of the
committee. The term of service for 2020 of April 1 – November 30th is now concluding. Bob’s original job
description also expanded and we much appreciated his willingness to work with us as the job shifted and
changed.
• In June, the committee elected to purchase a new Toro ‘super recycler’ from Yerxas, a local Warren
Avenue dealer and we then backed this $500 investment with a five-year warranty. This mulching mower
has a 21” cutting width, electric start, requires no oil change, has an aluminum no-rust deck, rear-wheel &
self-propelled drive, adjustable height, foldable or flexible handle, mulch rear bag, and weighs 92 lbs.
Key for our purposes was the new mower’s capacity to turn all that grass and leaves into super fine mulch.
As anticipated, this mulching capacity has significantly cut down the need for the burdensome annual leaf
cleanup in the fall.
• Following the burial services for Edward ‘Ed’ Anthony (1941-2020) on Wednesday, April 22nd and for
Anne Elizabeth Harwood (1948-2020) on Saturday, May 2nd, we took copious notes on our experiences
with our first green burials and reviewed them as a newly reconstituted committee, i.e., Wayne Cobb,
Anne Payson, and Andy Grannell. The shift from planning for cremains burials to green burials requires a
continuing series of adaptive shifts.
• In early May, Wayne Cobb contacted Robert (Robb) M. Spivey a long-time surveyor and an active
member of Brunswick Friends Meeting. Robb responded quickly and came on-site to review and renew
his earlier (November 11, 2000) survey of our roughly one half acre cemetery. On May 26, 2020, and as a
gift to PFM, Robb presented us with his updated survey map.
After a review of the trees both within and without our chain link fence, we began a multiple year process
of identifying, trimming, and cutting down all trees that are either dead or soon will be. First, Wayne
contacted 3-4 four local tree service companies (among them Whitney Tree Service) to gain estimates and
new insights. Since several of the trees in question are on properties owned by our neighbors, Wayne
conferred with the owner of the Tortilla Flat and with the appointed local manager for Hannaford. Both of
these conversations were constructive and helpful.
• To conclude our 'Love Your Meetinghouse – Leaf Raking Bonanza: on Saturday, November 7th was a
grand success and all the more so since we did this while masked and socially distanced. The weather, the
planning, and the ‘getter done’ energy was wonderfully synchronous. Thanks to all who contributed frpm
the Cemetery Committee members: Anne Payson, Wayne Cobb, Bob Massengale, and Andy Grannell.

All that dwell in the light, their habitation is in God, and they know a hiding place in the day of
storm; and those who dwell in the light, are built upon the rock, and cannot be moved, for who are
moved or shaken, goes from the light, and so goes from their strength, and from the power of God,
and loses the peace and the enjoyment of the presence of God.
~ Edward Burrough, 1634-1663
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Thanksgiving in Kakamega
I trust that all of you in America gave thanks on the Thanksgiving day holiday. Here in Kenya, turkeys are not common, but
Agneta managed to find one. It was carried in a gunia (gunny sack) on the back of a motorcycle. When the wiggling sack
arrived all the children of the neighborhood gathered in curiosity and watch the enormous tom turkey being released from
the bag. When it spread its tail and gobbled at them they were fascinated. Abigail roasted the bird over a wood fire and it
became like roasted goat. Here we had a ceremony, where we prayed in thanksgiving, (including prayers asking for God to
end the pandemic) and then I was asked to explain this American holiday. Since it started the first year after the white settlers
came to America and they had learned from the native Indians of the land how to survive in the new land, we included
cooked winter squash (called pumpkin here), turkey, green beans, and cranberry juice. Knapp (Agneta’s grandson named
after my middle name) said the cranberry tasted like medicine (a taste very different from any other fruit he had ever had).
The next day, Agneta, Roselyn, and I met with some of the leaders of Kakamega YM about the work in Uganda started by the
late Eileen, one of their pastors. We talked over some of the ways they can continue the work encouraging Ugandan Friends.
Then I visited Elizabeth Irungu Malenje and her daughter Marian. There Marian baked a chicken plus a chocolate cake, and I
made the squash, beans, and brought cranberry juice. The next morning I prepared breakfast- yogurt, cereal, nuts, and fruit,
(along with hot tea and left over cake. Feasting two days in a row! What a blessing during these Covid days to share with
these long time friends.
Yesterday, I visited Zablon Malenge in Iginga (near Kakamega).
Zablon has written an African version of Hill of Vision, (a book
written on the history of Friends in East Africa written by
Levinus Painter years ago. He is trying to get it published. He
also has now started another book on history of the splitting up
of East Africa YM into the 20 yearly meetings (1970’s-present).
Today, instead of attending a large meeting for worship,
Agneta, I and Pastor Shimala from Kakamega went to worship
with Gladys Kangahi, former clerk of USFW Kenya, and of
Friends World Committee, Africa Section.
She is unable to travel much and can’t physically attend her
local meeting, so we met with her in her home instead. Agneta
also bought a sack of beans, finger millet, and wimbi flour (a kind of dark millet used to make porridge and ugali that is full of
vitamins and minerals that has more flavor (like rye bread). On the
way we enjoyed watching the baboons in Malava Forest.
Visit with the leaders of Kakamega YM in Handidi.

This evening I joined my Quarterly Meeting via zoom. It is a joy to
learn more and work together helping Dover Monthly Mtg. that
provides sanctuary for refugee families, to begin learning more
about the Penacook Indians on whose land we now live and try to
see how to apologize for what our ancestors did to their ancestors
years ago. Also we have a new programmed meeting started by
Kenyans in Nashua, NH wanting to be connected to Dover Quarterly
Meeting.
Monday is a day of rest, and a time to catch up on internet reports at
a local cyber café. Thanks for all the messages. I keep praying for all
that I hear who are struggling with Covid right now. Marian

Shimala, Agneta, Kangahi and Gladys, MKB

Portland Friends Meeting Directories
To request copies of the most updated directory, or to let us know about changes we should make to your contact
information, just email: directory@portlandfriendsmeeting.org.
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