
Calendar 
May 8 10a Love Your Meetinghouse Day, Portland Friends Meeting 

 12:30p Love Your Meetinghouse Day picnic! 

——————————————————- 

Every Sunday: 10:30a Meeting for Worship* 

Second Saturdays: 5-8p Youngish adults potluck 
 Bart Czyz, btczyz@gmail.com, 207 899 5937 

*contact Co-Clerks for online Meeting for links

Connections 
Co-Clerks 
Brad Bussiere-Nichols 
pfmbrad@gmail.com 207-756-5586 

Lyn Ballou 
balloulyn@gmail.com, 207 838-6717 

Treasurer, Contributions  
Jane Mullen, 215–421–5257 
jmmmaine@aol.com 

Treasurer, Operating Account  
Kathy Beach, 207-233-2065 
katherinegbeach@gmail.com 

Treasurer, Special Funds 
Special Needs Funds 
Elizabeth Szatkowski 207-274-3564 

Ministry and Counsel 
Beth Bussiere-Nichols 
Christine Fletcher 

Pastoral Care Coordinator 
Christina Davis 518-0784 

Childcare Coordinator 
Susan Grannell 401-413-5951 
pfm-nursery-
coordinator@googlegroups.com 

Religious Education  
Adult: On Hiatus 
Youth: Bart Czyz btczyz@gmail.com 

Youth Religious Education Coordinator: 
Andy Grannell 207-878-8698 
grannell90@gmail.com 

Use of the Meetinghouse 
Lise Wagner 232-1778 
lise.r.wagner@gmail.com 

e-group membership 
pfm.email.list.owner@gmail.com 

Newsletter submissions 
Heather Denkmire 
pfmnewsletter@grantwinners.net 

Address/directory changes 
directory@portlandfriendsmeeting.org 

Portland Friends Meeting Newsletter

Meeting for Worship: 10:30am Sundays
Fifth Month

“Do you welcome inquirers and visitors to your meeting? Do you encourage their 
continued attendance and participation? Do you seek to share and interpret the faith of 
Friends and to cooperate with others spreading the Christian message? Are you patterns, 
examples; do your lives preach among all sorts of people, and to them? Do you walk 
cheerfully over the world, answering that of God in every one?” 

—New England Yearly Meeting’s Faith and Practice, Query No. 5

1837 Forest Ave Portland, ME 04103
portlandfriendsmeeting.org 

207-200-6544

An Invitation and Appreciation 
Hello Friends! I have 
remained on the Junior 
Yearly Meeting/Junior 
High Yearly Meeting (JYM/
JHYM) mailing list, despite 
Doug being in college. I'm 
so glad that I am! 

Our Yearly Meeting staff member responsible for these groups, Gretchen 
Baker-Smith, is an amazing minister. Her bi-monthly letters are filled with 
joy, wisdom, questioning, and love, all of the Spirit. I recommend them to 
you! Many of them are now posted on the NEYM website. You can find 
them by going to the home page neym.org, clicking on What We Believe, 
and then clicking on the tile Stories from Friends. You can also just search 
from the website for Message from Gretchen, and they'll all come up that 
way, too. You'll be happy you did! Love, Lise

mailto:btczyz@gmail.com
mailto:jmmmaine@aol.com
http://neym.org/
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Portland Friends Meeting 
Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business 

May 2, 2021 

We began in silent worship at 9:05 a.m. on May 2nd, 2021, gathered remotely and connected by Zoom. There were 45 
members and attenders present for this meeting.  

Our presiding clerk, Lyn Ballou, read Query No. 5 from New England Yearly Meeting’s Faith and Practice on outreach, “Do you 
welcome inquirers and visitors to your meeting? Do you encourage their continued attendance and participation? Do you seek 
to share and interpret the faith of Friends and to cooperate with others spreading the Christian message? Are you patterns, 
examples; do your lives preach among all sorts of people, and to them? Do you walk cheerfully over the world, answering that 
of God in every one?” 

Clerk’s comments. Lyn shared that Luke Hankins was at the meeting house during Meeting for Business experimenting with the 
technology for hybrid worship as well as working on addressing the challenges with foyer/breakout rooms and closed captions. 
The clerk expressed many thanks for all his efforts. 

Lyn also expressed her appreciation to Brad Bussiere-Nichols, “This is my last Meeting for Business while Brad is still Clerk.  His 
term ends in June.  I feel moved to express my joy and appreciation for his work, for how easy he has been to work with. I'm 
not surprised. He clerked before several years ago.  We saw then how spirit-led he was in Meeting for Business, and many times 
in his vocal ministry in Meeting for Worship, in his listening to others, supporting them.This second term has required all of that, 
and more.  COVID--lots of pastoral care, challenges and excitement of technology, many decisions to consider, the wide range 
of reactions among our many members and attenders, pressing social justice issues yet no Peace and Social Concerns 
Committee, the loss of three longtime members, Ed Robinson, Anne Harwood and now Arthur Fink.Through all of this Brad has 
continued to listen to and follow God's leadings, unfailingly patient and respectful of others.We still have his wise and steady 
leadership for two more months.  Consider taking time to notice it, and express your gratitude for his service.” 

April Minutes. Minutes from the April Meetings for Worship for the Conduct of Business were accepted with reorganization to 
more clearly denote the minutes from the April 11th and minutes from April 18th, 2021. 

Treasurer’s Report. Kathy Beach presented the report. Expenses related to the Meetinghouse are minimal as we continue in 
community mostly via zoom meetings. There was an Easter gathering at Hideaway Acres in Cumberland where families walked 
together and worshiped in a large barn. As is our custom on Easter, we had a fundraiser and $782 was raised for Bradly 
Iwungu’s continued school scholarship in Kakamega, Kenya. 

Following Ann Dodd Collins' description of Greater Portland Family Promise on April 18th and her devoted ministry, Friends 
sent checks totaling $100 specifically for the Family Promise Program.  

Total donations for April were $3182. 

Checks were sent this month to the Maine Council of Churches and the Quaker Ridge Meetinghouse Fund. We also fulfilled our 
loan repayment of $4500 to Friends Fiduciary this month. The loan repayment dates back to prior Meetinghouse renovations 
and will be completely repaid in 2025.  

In summary: 
For the month of April: Year-to-Date: 
Income: $4,182 Income: $25,007 
Expenses: $6,308 Expenses: $20,199 
Balance: ($2,126) Balance: $4,808 

Friends accepted the report.  

Ministry and Counsel. Christine Fletcher presented the report for Ministry and Counsel. Ministry and Counsel would like to 
thank Friends for your patience and flexibility in the last two months as we have experimented with changing the format of our 
virtual worship together. We embarked on this experiment with the goals of creating a more intentional space for worship, 
allowing us to center more deeply. About 50 people gave us feedback in the online survey sent out almost a month ago, and 
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results were largely very positive. Many shared that they feel that their experience of worship has been deeper, that they 
appreciate the more intimate welcoming and opportunity to visit in the foyer or the ability to move into worship earlier if they 
choose. There are also Friends for whom this system feels burdensome and frustrating. And although people have gamely 
learned how to move themselves into the breakout room, the mysteries of Zoom mean that for some people this isn't 
possible. 

We are currently planning to continue/refine this experiment with the goal to make the process easier for everyone and 
require less work behind the scenes. We thank the community in advance for their patience as we will likely try a few tweaks in 
the coming weeks. Friends can help things move smoothly in several ways. Please consider signing into the zoom meeting 
earlier than 10:30, as there is usually a rush of people needing to be moved around that time that can at times be challenging 
to manage. In general, the zoom meeting is set up and ready to welcome you at 10:15 every Sunday. If you are comfortable 
with moving yourself into the breakout room doing this on your own is also very helpful. We might experiment with keeping 
people waiting in the waiting room for a few minutes if needed to help manage traffic flow, and we may also try changing the 
settings so that you are prompted with a prominent option to join a breakout room as soon as you enter the zoom meeting 
and can then choose to either wait to join after visiting in the foyer or join whenever you feel ready. 

We are also experimenting with providing closed captions. Our initial research was that the close captions would only be 
available in the foyer and not in the breakout room, but we are still experimenting, and this will be part of the ongoing 
process. 

Once we have our process well established there will be more opportunities for feedback as well as for interested Friends to 
volunteer to help. 

Nominating Committee. Chris Beach presented the report for the Nominating Committee. He expressed that it is a wonder 
to be involved in the nominating process.  

He noted that the Egroup Coordinator is Heather Denkmire. Please reach out to Heather or Chris if you would like to offer 
your assistance as a backup Egroup Coordinator. 

Rob Levin has been nominated for the position of co-clerk of the meeting. There was some discussion of the process involved 
in the offering of Rob to be co-clerk. His deeply led and thoughtful process and the strengths he brings to the position were 
described by Nominating. The committee’s discussion was far reaching and deep. They feel Rob has taken a leadership role in 
the meeting and that during the pandemic he brought the meeting together in joyful ways and is constantly listening, curious 
and open with a deep appreciation and love for the meeting community. 

The Communications Review Committee has been laid down as its function has long been served and it is no longer active 

Some end of term dates for Ministry and Counsel will be recalibrated and will become clear by July.  

Friends accepted the slate of nominations. (Attached is a copy of the 2021-22 Individual & Committee Responsibilities at 
PFM.) 

Velasco Sister Meeting. Fritz Weiss reported for this committee. They continue to meet monthly and are actively learning 
about each other. The Cuban community was curious about our community celebrations and shared how they celebrate and 
come together as a community. 

Times are hard in Cuba not just because of Covid but also because of the country’s current policies. There is a lack of protein 
available, and people are struggling. Quakers are one of the few private employers. The recent currency revaluation has 
resulted in a 5-fold increase in employee costs. Still, they continue to provide medical supplies and pastoral care at the 
hospitals though they are in need of funds. For those who would like to donate, donations can be made through the Miami 
Friends Church: 

Marcos Longoria, Clerk 
Miami Friends Church 
330 SW 79 Ct. 
Miami, FL  33144 (cont-)

(Minutes continued from page 3)
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Hannah Colbert has stepped back from this committee, and so Nominating is looking for someone to join the group. It would 
be particularly helpful if that person was able to assist Sydney McDowell with Facebook communication with the Velasco 
Meeting. 

It is anticipated that, as our gathering restrictions lift, Durham and Portland meetings will start visiting and will be able to 
share more about the Velasco community. There is also an interest in exploring with the new head of school and the Spanish 
teacher a relationship between the children of the Friends School of Portland, the children of the Portland and Durham 
meetings, and the children of the Velasco meeting.  

Closing. Our meeting closed in silent worship at 10:20 a.m. on May 2nd, 2021, proposing to meet again, God willing, at 9:00 
a.m. on Sunday, June 6th, 2021. 

2021-22 Individual & Committee Responsibilities at PFM 
As of 5-2-2021 

*   = Convener or Clerk of committee; (______________ = position yet to be filled); Italics – new to position 
        

Co-Clerks of Meeting …………………  Lyn Ballou (07-01-20 through 06-30-22) and  
 Rob Levin (7-01-21 through 06-30-23) 
Co-Recording Clerks (Bus. Meeting) … Lise Wagner & Patricia Pyle 
Recorder (Meeting’s official records) … Lise Wagner 
Treasurer (Operating Account) ……… Kathy Beach 
Treasurer (Contributions) …………… Jane Mullen 
Treasurer (Special Funds) …………… Kathy Beach 
Reviewer of Financial Records ……… Beth King 
Special Needs Fund …………………. Chris Beach & Elizabeth Szatkowski 
Youth Religious Ed. Coordinator……. Andy Grannell 
Nursery Ed. Coordinator…. Susan Grannell 
Meetinghouse Use Coordinator …….       Lise Wagner (back-up = Sarah Cushman) 

Ministry & Counsel 
Christine Fletcher* (’22) Maggie Nelson (’24) Beth Bussiere-Nichols* (’22) 
Chris Beach (’24)  Peter Woodrow (’24) Jessica Eller (’24) 
Kiya Smith (’24) Ann Dodd-Collins (’23) Fritz Weiss (‘23) 

Financial Oversight 
*Jo Linder, Emily Silevenac, Daryl Renschler, Sue Nelson, Becky Steele, Muriel Allen, Kathy Beach (ex 
officio), Jane Mullen (ex officio), Alan Farneth, Dick Stratton 

Communications Individual Positions 
Newsletter:  Heather Denkmire, (Back-up = ____________) Liz Maier (mails paper copies) 
Website: Rich Nagel   Directory: Sarah Cushman 
Egroup Coordinator: Heather Denkmire (Back-up = ____________) 
Recording Announcements:  1st Sun:  Chris Beach, 2nd Sun:  Gail Scott 

3rd Sun: Bob Massengale, 4th Sun: Gaynell Boehne, 5th Sun:  Julie De Sherbinin 
Recording Backups: Elizabeth Szatkowski, Rob Levin, Patricia Pyle 

Buildings & Grounds Committee: *Karin Wagner, Syl Doughty, Tracy Booth (summer only), ^Peter 
Raszmann, Bernard Mohr, Wayne Cobb, Bill Diffenderfer, Mary De Silva 
Helping Hands: Kathy Beach, Chris Beach, Doug Malcolm 

Resource Committee for FSP: (two-year terms) *Mary Tracy (’22), Mettie Whipple (’22), Lea Sutton (’22), 
Kathy Beach (’23), Stan Scott (’23), Nipper Harding (’23) 

(Minutes continued from page 3)

(cont-)
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Library & Records Committee 
*Andy Grannell, Kristina MacCormack, Sally Farneth, Mia Bella D’Augelli, Kate Wininger 

Cemetery Committee: *Andy Grannell, Anne Payson, Wayne Cobb, Bob Massengale 

Pastoral Care Committee 
*Christina Davis, Stefanie Fairchild, Els Heij, Joyce Blossom, Barbara Rose McIntosh, Kristina 
MacCormick, Theresa Oleksiw 

Youth Religious Education Committee 
Bart Czyz*, Chris Fitze, Andy Grannell (ex officio), Susan Grannell (ex officio), Emily Silevenac 
(through 6-21), Anneke Hohl (through 6-21), Bill Diffenderfer, Doug Malcolm, Sue Calhoun 

First Day School Teachers: Chris Fitze, Jonathan Ewell, _______________, ________________ 

Hospitality Individual Roles: Sarah Cushman (welcoming newcomers), Mary Tracy (snacks) 

Welcoming and Outreach Ad Hoc Group (membership fluctuates) 
*Mary Tracy, Dorothy Grannell, Lyn Ballou, Sarah Cushman, Anne Thompson, Rhoda Renschler, 
Dennis Redfield, Paula Rossvall, and Emily Troll 

Events Coordination Contacts: Dorothy Grannell and Kiya Smith 

^Family Promise Coordinators: Ann Dodd-Collins (general), Sue Nelson (supplies) 

Teams to Clean up & Close Meetinghouse after Meeting for Worship 
1st First Day: Chris and Kathy Beach 
2nd First Day: Peter Raszmann & Ann Dodd-Collins 
3rd First Day: Denis Lachman & Kiya Smith & Liz and Jim Maier 
4th First Day:  Mettie Whipple and Nipper Harding 5th First Day: Julie De Sherbinin 

Greeters 
1st First Day: Kristina MacCormick and ____________  2nd First Day: Lise Wagner and Ann Dodd-
Collins 3rd First Day: _______________ and _______________ 
4th First Day: Fritz Weiss, 5th First Day: Muriel Allen and Sandi Jensen 

Leadings:  Stefanie Fairchild, Sandi Jensen, Kathy Beach, Wayne Cobb, Mary Tracy 

Velasco Friends Meeting Sister Committee (w/ Durham Friends): *Fritz Weiss (’24), Ann Dodd Collins 
('24), Fritz Weiss ('24), Sydney McDowell ('23), Doug Malcom ('22) _______________ From Durham, 
Nancy Marstellar, (co-clerk), Wendy Schlotterbeck. 

NEYM Positions:  Nominating: Fritz Weiss 

Nominating Committee (two-year terms) *Rob Levin (‘20), Chris Beach (’20), Elizabeth Szatkowski 
(’21), Lea Sutton (’22), Melissa Brown (’22), Bart Czyz (’22) 

Adult Religious Education Committee – Currently laid down. 

Peace & Social Concerns - Currently laid down. 

Communications Review Committee – Recently laid down. 

(Individual and Committee Responsibilities continued from page 4)
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Portland Friends Meeting 
Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business 

April 11, 2021 & April 18, 2021 
Revised to reflect more clearly that April Meeting for Business occurred over two dates, 4/11 & 4/18 

We began in silent worship at 9:02 a.m. on April 11th, gathered remotely and connected via Zoom. There were 42 members 
and attenders present for this meeting.  

Our presiding clerk, Brad Bussiere-Nichols, read the New England Yearly Meeting Query No. 4, “Is every aspect of your life 
open to the transforming power of God? What stands in the way?” 

1. Clerk’s comments. It has been an exhausting year meeting in this fashion. Despite the help of technology, it has still been 
lacking, in terms of feeding our souls. We hope that more outdoor gatherings such as happened on Easter will be able to 
occur more often. The clerk also asked for patience, as he had received his second dose of the virus vaccine and did not 
feel he was at top form. 

2. March Minutes. The minutes from our March Meeting for Business were accepted as printed in the newsletter.  

3. Treasurer’s Report. Kathy Beach presented the report showing our expenditures and income through March. We 
continue to be in good shape as expenses are minimal and many Friends continue to contribute on a regular basis. There 
was a positive balance for the month of March. Income was $4,510, expenses were $2,386, leaving a positive balance of 
$2,124. Friends accepted the report. 

Year-to-Date: 
Income: $20,825 (27%) 

Expenses: $13,892 (18%) 

Balance: $6,933 

4. Financial Oversight. Daryl Renschler reported for the investment subcommittee regarding our endowment funds through 
Friends Fiduciary. Many thanks to those on the committee who put together various reports for this presentation.  Our 
endowment funds are now over $800,000. The breakdown is the following: $410,246 Endowment; $272,788 Barbie 
Potter; $105,900 Cemetery; $45,237 Jones Youth=$834,171. Friends School paid back the $150,000 loan from PFM early 
last December. The committee has reinvested the loan repayment in our Friends Fiduciary account. Daryl also updated us 
on some new things about Friends Fiduciary. It decided to go completely fossil-free in all their funds, including Growth 
and Income Fund, as well as Green Fund. Because of that, the two funds are being merged. Friends Fiduciary has been 
performing above its benchmarks. The Fiduciary has hired an advocacy employee. 

Appreciation and joy were expressed for all the funds now being green. A question was raised about what each of the 
funds is for. Daryl and Kathy will create a report for the newsletter to outline those funds. Another question was raised 
about what an endowment is for and what goals there are for it. A suggestion was made that a session be held, led by 
Financial Oversight, to discuss the various funds held by our meeting. That will be scheduled in the not distant future. 

5. Ministry and Counsel. Beth Bussiere-Nichols reported. The oversight committee for the marriage of Mel Brown and 
Maggie Nelson has been formed and consists of Jennifer Frick, Lea Sutton, Sandi Jensen, Rob Levin, Hannah Colbert, and 
Jessica Eller. 

On March 21, 2021, Ministry and Counsel hosted a worship-sharing session using this year’s state of society process as a 
starting point for listening to how our community is called moving forward. Approximately 25 Friends joined in the session 
and there was rich sharing by many. It was clear that more time was needed to continue this conversation, and a second 
session is planned for Sunday April 25th at 9am. All are welcome. 

A clearness committee met with Doug Malcolm and found him clear for membership. Ministry and Counsel recommends 
that he be approved for membership in Portland Friends Meeting. Friends approved.  

Ministry and Counsel recommends the following minute of support be approved by Portland Friends Meeting: 

Minute of Support for Fritz Weiss's participation in the Portland Interfaith Group 

(cont-)



Page  of 7 12

Portland Friends Meeting supports Fritz Weiss’s participation in the Portland Interfaith Group. The Portland Interfaith 
Group is a gathering of clergy, rabbis, and leaders of faith communities in Greater Portland. The group shares 
concerns, initiatives, and opportunities for both interfaith projects and mutual support. In this group, Fritz is serving as 
a Public Friend fully able to participate in the activities and work of the Group.  Because of Fritz Weiss's experience in 
Friends’ faith and practice, we are confident that he brings seasoned and grounded wisdom to this work. 

The term “Public Friend” indicates that the meeting feels that the person can represent Quakers in the public sphere, 
based on capacity and deep understanding of Friends’ beliefs and practices. 

Friends approved. Fritz expressed appreciation and indicated that he will take this as an obligation to report back 
periodically on the Interfaith Group’s work. 

6. Initiative to Extend Our Welcome to the Sidewalk Karin Wagner, clerk of Buildings and Grounds, reported. A small 
group of Friends, consisting of Lyn Ballou, Sarah Cushman, Dorothy Grannell, Denis Lachman, Bernard Mohr, Karin 
Wagner, met on April 1, 2021.  

As background, in 2018, the Buildings and Grounds committee began work on a proposal to design a new sign for the 
meetinghouse. This proposal was presented to and approved at Meeting for Business in January, 2019. Additional 
proposals to provide a bench at the bus stop and bike racks at the meetinghouse were also made in January, 2019.  
Simultaneously, a Welcoming and Fellowship group was convened to consider how the meeting could engage in 
outreach with the larger community and also with the Riverton neighborhood. 

 From the confluence of these ideas, a proposal arose to step back and develop an integrated design incorporating 
these ideas based on the values of the Meeting community. To that end, a Listening Session was held on April 28, 
2019 to seek input and guidance from the Meeting on how and whether to proceed with this initiative.  This session 
included a presentation by Denis Lachman and Sarah Cushman which elicited a lively discussion among approximately 
50 members of the meeting community.  A report on this session is available at: https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1Th___0G5E1qpO60kZ4J9AW4XEag3ahKyBd4i4PU51NY/edit?usp=sharing 

A second listening session was tentatively scheduled for September, 2019, but the initiative was then paused due to 
other commitments and ultimately, the pandemic.   

The group listed above met on April 1st to discuss whether and how to restart this initiative. There was agreement that 
the initiative should continue to consider the larger design picture, rather than focusing on individual projects (sign, 
bench for bus stop, etc), and that this should start with engaging the meeting in conversation to determine the 
community’s current priorities and interest in this work. 

Several challenges to this work were acknowledged: 

since April, 2019, the meeting’s focus has turned inward, in part due to the effect of the pandemic, and the 
Welcoming and Fellowship group has lost some of its critical initial energy to power this work 

until the meeting community returns to in-person worship, it will be more difficult to engage in this discussion 

new priorities for the meeting community may have arisen in the past 1-2 years 

Therefore the decision was made to continue to pause this work until we have returned to in-person worship and until 
there is discernable energy within the community toward this work. 

On April 18, 2021, we continued our business, in particular with regard to two items from the Ministry and Counsel 
report for which there was not enough time on April 11. There were 45 members and attenders present for this 
meeting. 

7. Ministry and Counsel (continued) 

Greater Portland Family Promise. This has been a strange year when our support of Family Promise has been at a 
distance. Ann Dodd-Collins was led to share with us about her experience of being called to this ministry as we ask 
ourselves as a community to renew our commitment to the program. Ann described her history with FP which began 

(cont-)

(Revised Fourth Month minutes continued from page 6)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Th___0G5E1qpO60kZ4J9AW4XEag3ahKyBd4i4PU51NY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Th___0G5E1qpO60kZ4J9AW4XEag3ahKyBd4i4PU51NY/edit?usp=sharing
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even before it came to Maine. Because she volunteered to be PFM’s coordinator for the program, she was able to meet 
coordinators from all over our community and discovered the richness and compassion in other faith communities. She 
also described what the majority of the families participating in Family Promise have gone through, as asylum seekers, 
who arrive here with nothing, having had to leave everything behind. She spoke of the gaps that Family Promise fills 
which General Assistance can’t cover, including bus passes and laundry quarters. (If one is on GA, one is not allowed to 
have cash.) Ann told of the amazing people who work for FP, as well as the amazing families she has come to know 
through the program. She feels so blessed to do this work, which has changed her life. She has found herself called to 
pay attention, for example, not just to the logistics of getting boxes of food, but what goes into those boxes: food that 
they recognize and want to eat. This can help them feel more at home, comfortable in this strange land. She has 
learned to love and trust people, even when logic has told her not to, because they have loved and trusted her. She has 
learned that gratitude comes in small and large packages. We are reminded that Family Promise is so much more than 
just bus passes and gift cards and sharing meals. We are part of a much larger picture of God’s work. 

Friends expressed deep gratitude for Ann calling us to the ministry she gives so beautifully, which is also our work. We 
were reminded to be attentive to those outside our culture and community as a gift, responding to those in need when 
and how they need it. Friends were encouraged to continue to support this program, even while other issues may call 
to us. One Friend suggested the creation of a support committee for Ann in her ministry; the Ministry & Counsel co-
clerk agreed to have follow up conversations about this with Ann.  

Friends agreed to make a commitment to provide support for GPFP’s homeless prevention program for one month this 
year, likely in the fall, as a time when we give deliberate attention to fundraising for the program.  

Response to NEYM Draft Apology. Friends have gathered for two sessions to reflect on and give feedback regarding 
the draft Apology to Native Americans from NEYM Right Relationship Resource Group. With gratitude for the 
engagement in these sessions, the committee that has organized this work (Ann Dodd-Collins, Jennifer Frick, Wayne 
Cobb) has drafted a letter as well as an annotated copy of the apology with our community’s comments/feedback 
listed. Friends approved this as our meeting’s discernment of Yearly Meeting’s proposed Apology. We are asked to live 
into the commitment of this letter, working toward right relationship with Native tribal communities.  

Friends are encouraged to register for the opportunity to engage in an interactive experience through Wabanaki 
REACH on May 24th to help us move forward in considering these issues more in the context of our Maine community. 
Other potential plans are a book group, a screening of ‘Dawnland,’ and an acknowledgment on our website that our 
meetinghouse sits on Wabanaki land. 

8. Closing. Our meeting closed in silent worship, purposing to meet again, God willing, at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, May 2, 
2021. 

(Revised Fourth Month minutes continued from page 7)

Portland Friends Meeting Email Lists 

Our Meeting has two email lists, or, “google groups:” 

1) PFM Life of the Meeting, for items directly related to Portland Friends Meeting business and/or directly 
Quaker items. Think, “official.” (Occasional messages about Members or Attenders will be shared, as 
needed.) To send an announcement to this list, email: pfm-life-of-the-meeting@googlegroups.com. 

2) PFM Wider Community, for any items of interest from the PFM community to share, not necessarily 
directly related to Quakers, including (but not limited to) personal invitations or wider community 
events. To send an announcement to this list, email: pfm-wider-community@googlegroups.com. 

For any questions related to the lists, including requests to add yourself to one or both: 
pfm.email.list.owner@gmail.com.

mailto:pfm-life-of-the-meeting@googlegroups.com
mailto:pfm-wider-community@googlegroups.com
mailto:pfm.email.list.owner@gmail.com
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Greater Portland Family Promise in April 

The family that Portland Friends supports is doing well. Sandra gave birth to a son, Mbaki, April 23, just a few 
days after she moved from a second floor apartment in Portland to a first floor apartment in Westbrook. When 
I took her the things she needed last week, she invited me in, and I got to see one of the most beautiful 
babies I have ever seen. He was sleeping, but his six-year-old sister Masivi was dancing with excitement, so 
happy to show off her baby brother. It is such a blessing to be able to support this family. 

GPFP’s newest program is a food 
distribution project. The intent is to 
provide boxes of culturally 
appropriate food to many of our 
graduate families once a month. Our 
first distribution in April was a great 
success. Thanks to the Food For All 
Mobile Market and to a wonderful 
group of volunteers, we were able to 
pack and deliver food to 23 families. 
And because we have just received a 
$12,000 grant from Good Shepherd 
Food Bank, we will be able to 
continue this work into the future. 
Our next food distribution will be on 

May 27. Please reach out to Courtney Tabor (courtney@greaterportlandfamilypromise.org) if you are interested 
in helping with our May distribution or in future months. 

At our April Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business, Portland Friends committed to supporting the 
homelessness prevention program by raising funds for that program. 

September will be our month to 
focus on fundraising. GPFP doesn’t 
just help our families find housing; 
we do whatever it takes to make 
sure they maintain housing. 

Sometimes it’s as simple as 
providing a box of food because 
after the rent was paid there wasn’t 
enough money left to feed the 
children. Sometimes it is negotiating 
with landlords about perceived 
infractions. And sometimes it is 
paying the rent when the father gets 
covid-19 and can’t work. Whatever it 
takes. 

Thank you for supporting Greater Portland Family Promise and for supporting me. 

Sometimes the work is easy. Sometimes it is hard. But it is always joy-filled. As a friend said recently, it’s 
dancing with God. -- Ann
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By Marianne Hutchinson, Rumford Falls Times 

Rumford area educator Adelaide Solomon-Jordan is a historian whose 
research includes early New England African American biography and 
history. She has also researched her own family history, beginning with 
her parents and other ancestors who came to the U.S. from Bermuda 
and the Grand Cayman Islands in the early 1900s. 

Solomon-Jordan retired from her work in the local schools in 2020 but continues to volunteer and teach area students and 
others about Black history and the Black experience. She’s also a member of the Western Foothills Anti-Racism Education 
Advisory, based in Rumford, which provides educators and community members with a resource and blog space for 
addressing systemic racism. 

She’s also known throughout the state for her knowledge and leadership. 

She serves as chair of the education committee for the Holocaust and Human Rights Center of Maine and is a board 
representative for its Vision 2020 project created to honor Black and Brown Mainers. In March she was appointed to the 
Maine State Archives Advisory Board by Secretary of State Shenna Bellows for a three-year term. 

Tell us a bit about your own family history and how and why your parents came to the U.S. and how they made their 
living. The Americana Lecture video (https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KQALpol1oHZH3IvYM6SUwrgyJZ81Y8ir/view?
usp=sharing ) tells part of the story of my maternal family and explains my mother’s birth (1907-2008) and her coming to 
America as an 11-monthold infant. I was born in Connecticut of a Bermudian-born and Berkshires of Massachusetts-raised 
mother and Caymanian-born father. In Massachusetts my mother’s fraternal family dates to the 1730s, includes service in 
the Revolutionary War and Civil War, a named park honoring the family on the main street in Pittsfield, Mass., (which was 
given) a National Register designation. 

My father (1902-1973) came to the United States as a 19-year-old, to live with his father’s youngest brother in Philadelphia. 

He was active in the International Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the world, serving as grand exalted ruler. 

We attended Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Stamford, Connecticut, where I was born. Both my parents 
were active in the church. My sisters and I attended Sunday school and I sang in the youth choir and was an officer in the 
youth group. 

I graduated from high school in 1963 from the college preparatory tract. I was active in what we would call today social 
justice issues. I was a candidate for Miss NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People). I did not 
win. It was a time and place where there was much civil rights activity, the early 1960s. There was also the presence of 
many families that had personal connections to the Holocaust and World War ll. Rietta Lieberman (former U.S. Senator 
Joe Lieberman’s sister) was a classmate and friend. Jackie Robinson (baseball player) had moved his family to Stamford, 
not without racist attempts to prevent him from doing so, and he was active locally and nationally in civil rights activities. 

So, early on I saw myself, with each of my parent’s personal histories and my activities as equal to any schoolmate, and 
certainly, while acutely aware of race, I take great pride in my ancestry, which includes having nationally and internationally 
known ancestors such as the late Natalie Cole, Franklin Grant (Baseball Hall of Fame) and through marriage a Tuskegee 
Airman, a boarding school founder Dr. Charlotte Hawkins and my late brother-in-law, Vernon Jordan Jr. 

Adelaide Solomon-Jordan, a historian of early New England African 
American biography and history, talks about her work and the book 
“The Escape of Oney Judge,” by Emily Arnold McCully last October 
at her home in western Maine. She often shares this true story with 
area children of a young woman who was a slave to George 
Washington and his family and who managed to escape slavery. 
Photo by Bruce Farrin/Rumford Falls Times

Face Time: Adelaide Solomon-Jordan 
Teacher of Black History and the African American Experience

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KQALpol1oHZH3IvYM6SUwrgyJZ81Y8ir/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KQALpol1oHZH3IvYM6SUwrgyJZ81Y8ir/view?usp=sharing
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What kind of work have you done as a board member of the Holocaust and Human Rights Center of Maine? My 
work on the board of HHRC includes serving as the chair of the education committee. Education about the Holocaust 
and human rights issues is the major focus of the center. I am also a board representative to the HHRC project, Vision 
2020. This project has identified and will recognize Black and Brown heroes in Maine’s history, including predating 
statehood in 1820. I was also involved in a video created by HHRC on the experiences of students of color in Maine 
schools, K-12, from a racial perspective. One of the four former students was from RSU 10 (with schools in Rumford and 
Mexico) and one from RSU 56 (with schools in Dixfield and Peru). 

You’re also a member of the Western Foothills Anti-Racism Education Advisory. What are some of the goals and 
activities of this group? Goals and activities of the group include hard discussions about local systemic racism. 

The website (www.westernmainearea.org) is a valuable resource for educational opportunities (and it includes) 
workshops, a blog, newsletter, (and input from the) Mountain Valley Civil Rights Team. 

A major goal of the group is to provide a weekly meeting space to address this longstanding history of race and racism 
and for community and school folks to discuss the hard issues surrounding local racism and how to address, educate and 
confront systemic racism. 

[…]In your career as an educator, you taught Black history lessons to students at Rumford Elementary School. 
What brought about these lessons and why did you give the lessons? During a Monday check-in with a group of first-
graders, the classroom teacher asked me if I wanted to talk about what I had done over the weekend. I told the children 
I had been to an educational event about African American history. 

I discussed the event, the children asked questions and following a discussion with the classroom teacher it was decided 
I would begin weekly sharing about the Black experience in America. 

As these children moved up, I added a second grade and then a third grade to these discussions. At the end of each 
year, we had a parade through the school, celebrating the folks they had learned about. Some of their favorites included 
George Crum (developer of the potato chip), Katherine Johnson (human computer), Bessie Coleman (first African-
American licensed pilot), the Tuskegee Airmen and such topics as black hair and segregated schools. We also talked 
about Ruby Bridges, who like them was about 6 years old when she integrated a school. We talk about how she might 
have felt, and how they felt. 

My goal is to normalize this part of American history. African American history is American history, and over the years it 
has been the practice of United States education to ignore, eliminate or present a distorted picture of this history. 

This was an opportunity to have the children gain a more complete picture of American history. 

My educational background is in both early childhood education and history, so it was a natural for me. However, 
recently states, and more recently school districts, have joined colleges and universities in establishing some form of 
African American history education. With colleges and universities, it is majors and departments of African American 
studies. 

That is the acknowledgement that the history of Africans in America is a valid but historically neglected area of study and 
degrees. 

There is some irony in that Black churches, fraternal organizations and Black families have passed this history down over 
the years. I recall during the first presidential campaign of Barack Obama, Michelle Obama mentioned that enslaved 
people had built the White House and the Capitol. That night on the evening news white news reader after white news 
reader denied this. Later, after they had taken the time to do a more expansive search of our history, they discovered 
what I had learned at home growing up: People of African descent, both free and enslaved, built the White House and 
our national Capitol. It is a very interesting story and I encourage folks to search out this history. (For more: 
www.whitehousehistory.org/press-room/press-backgrounders/slavery-and-the-white-house). 

The above is only part of the complete profile that can be found here: https://www.sunjournal.com/2021/04/04/face-
time-adelaide-solomon-jordan-historian-of-black-history-and-the-african-american-experience/)

http://www.westernmainearea.org
http://www.whitehousehistory.org/press-room/press-backgrounders/slavery-and-the-white-house
https://www.sunjournal.com/2021/04/04/face-time-adelaide-solomon-jordan-historian-of-black-history-and-the-african-american-experience/
https://www.sunjournal.com/2021/04/04/face-time-adelaide-solomon-jordan-historian-of-black-history-and-the-african-american-experience/
https://www.sunjournal.com/2021/04/04/face-time-adelaide-solomon-jordan-historian-of-black-history-and-the-african-american-experience/
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