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“What have we learned we can do without and leave behind? What new practices do we
want to continue?”
—New England Yearly Meeting State of Society Report for 2020
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Calendar
January 15

Young Friends Midwinter Retreat, Woolman Hill

January 23

1p Threshing session on stewardship of resources (Zoom)

January 31

7-9pm Fruits of Faithfulness (details inside)

Every Month
Every Sunday:
10:45a Meeting for Worship*
First Sundays:
9a Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business
Every Wednesday: 7p Young Adult Friends Mid-Week Worship
email yaf@portlandfriendsmeeting.org for location
Second Saturdays: 5-8p Youngish adults potluck
Bart Czyz, btczyz@gmail.com, 207 899 5937
*contact Clerks for online Meeting for Worship links

Friends School is looking forward to a winter Admissions Open House Saturday,
January 8. Interested in learning more? Reach out to Admissions Director, Anna
Child, by email annac@friendsschoolportland.org.

Portland Friends Meeting
Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business
January 2, 2022
We began in silent worship at 9:00 a.m., gathered remotely and connected via Zoom. There were 54 members and
attenders present for this meeting.
Our presiding clerk, Lyn Ballou, read the query from the New England Yearly Meeting State of Society Report for 2020:
What have we learned we can do without and leave behind? What new practices do we want to continue?
1. Clerk’s comments. Lyn reminded Friends to limit the use of the ‘chat’ function to requesting technology assistance,
while we are in worship, just as we would not hold side conversations if we were in the same room together.
2. Minutes from December 5, 2021 Meeting for Business. Friends accepted the minutes as printed in the newsletter.
3. Ministry and Counsel. Co-clerk Lyn Ballou noted that meeting for worship, briefly begun in person at the
meetinghouse, has been suspended due to the highly contagious omicron variant.
Dennis Redfield reported on the weekday Zoom worship. Every weekday morning, for a half hour, a number of
people have been meeting in worship since about April 2020. Approximately 4-8 people attend, over several states.
Other Friends shared their experiences with this worship and how important it has been to them. If Friends who
aren’t able to attend due to work or other issues would like to have a concern held in the Light, please forward that
to Dennis, Diana White, or Shannon O’Connor.
Maggie Fiori briefly explained the process of creating the State of Society report and its use in our tradition for our
meeting and for communicating with other meetings. She noted the weight of all that Ministry and Counsel has held
over the past year and wondered if there are Friends who would offer to work on this document of our spiritual
condition. Friends were also asked, in the space of worship, to begin to name the mystery of Spirit in ourselves and
our meeting community.
4. Financial Oversight. The reports of the Treasurer were sent
out as advance documents. They reflect a positive balance
at the end of 2021, for which we are very grateful. The total
income for the year was $68,893; the total expenses were
$64,226, for a balance of $4,667.
Jo Linder, clerk of the committee, brought forward the
revised operating budget for 2022, after hearing the
lengthy discussion at and subsequent comments after
December’s meeting for business. She reminded us that our
community is in the midst of considering our finances,
including the amount and uses of our endowment. We
expect to begin to thresh these issues on January 23, 2021
at 1 p.m. Approval today of the operating budget is subject to possible later modification during 2022. She also
noted that the advance document included the capital budget expected expense of $15,000 for a heating and
ventilation system consultant, which was previously approved.
Because there are questions about what we are called to in Spirit and how we use our money, a suggestion was
made that these issues be the focus of community discussion over the next year.
We then recessed worship for the conduct of business at 10:30 and convened the 10:45 Meeting for Worship, where
it was announced that the conduct of business would resume at the rise of Meeting.
After the rise of Meeting, at 11:50, the presiding Clerk presented a minute in regard to the budget drafted by our
departed Recording Clerk Lise Wagner. Co-Clerk Rob Levin acted as Recording Clerk. After discussion we
approved this minute:
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(Minutes continued from p.2)

— Friends approved the proposed operating budget, with an expectation that the ongoing issues of how we use
and spend our money in our community and in the world will be a focus of threshing and discernment over the
coming year.
Rising concerns. The Clerks reminded Friends of the opportunity to organize extracurricular activities for our
community, and suggested that anyone interested in being contact person(s)/cheerleaders should let the Clerks
know.
Tom Antonik and Fritz Weiss announced they will be leading a book group on Listening Hearts, about nurturing
ministry.
We ended at about 12:15, purposing to meet again, God willing, at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, February 6, 2022.
Respectfully submitted,
Lise Wagner, co-Recording Clerk

Letter Writing for LD 1626 - January 18th, 7-8:30
Many of us hold a concern for our Wabanaki neighbors,
and hope that LD 1626 could bring a step towards
justice for them. If you´ve been wanting to help, but not
sure where to start, this meeting is for YOU!
There will be quiet time for writing letters, as well as
talking time to encourage and support each other.
Write to Governor Mills, your legislators, your
newspapers - whatever you´re feeling pulled to. We will
have folks there who have already written some letters,
so you can ask questions and see some excellent
models.
Now, you can RSVP here https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLSe1nwtQcNDQ43Zk9TIg_09d0L5Ox61hW3fscl
HhWh1P9VEPYQ/viewform. Please send this link
onward to Friends and friends, and encourage RSVPs so
I can plan for the appropriate size group. Thank you!

Touching the Spirit
Hello, friends, art lovers and art makers,
We invite you to send a photo of something you have
created, or if you write or love a piece of published
writing by another author, send a poem or short text (100
words or so) to me, Mary Tracy. Together, Muriel Allen
and I will select one offering each month to put in the
newsletter, under the heading of Touching the Spirit. Kids’
art and writing welcome!
See Sandy Jensen’s entry on page five this month. If you
are reading the newsletter as a printed copy, we invite
you to view the electronic version available at
portlandfriendsmeeting.org to enjoy the full color images!
Questions? Ask Mary Tracy marytracy126@gmail.com or
Muriel Allen murielpfm@gmail.com

Some Donation Options: Important! Before you donate any items, PLEASE contact the organization to make sure that
what you have is something they can use.
Furniture: Furniture Friends, furniturefriends.org/ and Neighbors in Need, neighborsinneedmaine.org/ This is a facebook
group serving our immigrant community.
Clothing: Maine Needs, maineneeds.org/ The picture links are broken, just keep scrolling down; Preble Street,
preblestreet.org/donate/
Household Goods: Greater Portland Family Promise, gpfamilypromise.org/ If you have items to donate, please contact
Michelle at michelle@gpfamilypromise.org to schedule a drop-off; Maine Needs, maineneeds.org/ The picture links are
broken, just keep scrolling down; St Elizabeth’s Jubilee Center (Essentials Pantry), stelizabethsmaine.org/ Check their
website for donated items they are accepting; The Opportunity Alliance, opportunityalliance.org/ways-to-give
Food: Preble Street, preblestreet.org/donate/; Wayside Food Programs, waysidemaine.org/; Your local food pantry
Miscellaneous: Gear Hub, portlandgearhub.org/donate/ Gear Hub accepts bicycles, camping equipment, and winter gear.
And all of these organizations take cash donations as well.
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Fruits of Faithfulness

Monday, January 31; 7:00-9:00 pm (on Zoom)
Come and join a celebration of the talents and gifts brought to Portland Friends by
Maggie Fiori (formerly Nelson) in her capacity as the New England Yearly Meeting
Youth Minister. Have you ever wondered what is involved in a ministry? PFM’s
Nurturing Ministries Support Group is teaming up with Maggie Fiori’s Spiritual Care
Committee to offer a program that will at once make Maggie’s work visible to the
PFM community, shine a light on Quaker youth, encourage us to embrace new
intergenerational ways of worship and connection, and educate us all on ways of
supporting ministries in our Meeting.
The program—including art and music—will feature an interview with Maggie about
her leadings and work conducted by Leslie Manning (clerk of the Permanent Board
for NEYM and member of Maggie’s Care Committee). This will be followed by
breakout-group discussions of the query: “How do you sustain spiritual energy in
pursuit of your leadings when obstacles appear in your path and things feel
discouraging?” Tom Antonik will elder the gathering.
To prepare for the evening, Friends may wish to become acquainted with the
Guidelines for Spiritual Care Committees (from the
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting site) which follow:
•Mirror to the Friend the ways God is acting/shining/

serving through them.
•Demonstrate a willingness to accompany the Friend
lovingly into difficult spiritual places
•Be able to challenge the Friend to live more deeply and
fully the life of the Spirit, while also accepting the Friend
without judgment in the present moment.
•Demonstrate clear willingness to devote the time
necessary to prepare for the work of the care committee
and to attend the sessions of the committee with the
Friend.
A Zoom link will be sent out before the gathering. Come
and connect, converse and celebrate a gem in our midst.

Portland Friends Meeting Email Lists
To send a message to either of our two “e-groups,” just join/subscribe.* Which list should you use for your message?
PFM Life of the Meeting: items directly related to Portland Friends Meeting business, any Quaker items, and
invitations for everyone in the Meeting to gather such as invitations for all-Meeting picnics or hikes or worship
opportunities. Occasional messages about Members or Attenders also will be shared, as needed. To send a message
to this list, email: pfm-life-of-the-meeting@googlegroups.com.
PFM Wider Community, for any items of interest from the PFM community, not necessarily directly related to
Quakers, though they will certainly be Quaker “adjacent” because we are we. :-) To send a message to this list,
email: pfm-wider-community@googlegroups.com.
*To join/subscribe to these email lists/e-groups, simply email pfm.email.list.owner@gmail.com.

:
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Year End Report of the Youth Religious Education Committee (YREC)
-Members: Sue Calhoun, Bart Czyz (Clerk), Mary DeSilva, Chris Fitze, Doug Malcolm,
-Teacher: Jonathan Ewell
-Nursery Coordinator: Susan Grannell
-Youth Religious Education Coordinator: Andy Grannell
2021 was a fruitful and unique year for the Youth Religious Education Committee. The presence of the COVID pandemic continued to
change the traditional course and appearance of our work. During 2021, that work gathered around two themes: 1.) connecting
families, youth, and our meeting in ways both familiar and new; and 2.) embarking on a deep, thoughtful examination of our work and
how we carry it out.
Prior to the pandemic, we focused much of our work on offering First Day School two Sundays a month and hosting three youthcentered events each year for the entire Meeting. In 2021, we were grateful to offer, in new forms and with new joys, versions of our
traditional Easter Breakfast, Summer Picnic, and Advent Garden. Further, during the fall, when PFM began to offer Meeting for Worship
outside at Friends School, we had a rich season of reconnecting on a regular basis with many youth and families.
During 2019 and 2020, several First Day School teachers stepped aside. In the summer of 2021, Andy Grannell planned for his service
as the YRE coordinator to end with the year. Over the course of this year, our consideration of finding new people for those roles lead
us to several important insights and projects.
First, refreshing the position description of the YRE coordinator, lead us joyfully on a several-month consideration of all the roles that
work together on the committee. The result was a clear, thoughtful map of our work that improves our ability to support our volunteer
teachers, coordinate between age groups, and consider offering First Day School for ages K-8 every Sunday. Further, our new shared
understanding of our committee positions us well to go in whichever direction the spirit leads us next.
Second, we recognized that we are currently unable to articulate the scope and goals of either First Day School or, in general, YREC.
We need to be able to do so to provide direction and support to our volunteer teachers, and, more fundamentally, to ensure that we
are providing the right care, support, and guidance to our youth and their families. At the same time, we hear (from both ourselves and
our meeting), new questions about how we can best do our work.
Taking all of these thoughts into consideration, we see 2022 to hold, at the very least, the following for YREC:
1. Offering hearty gratitude and appreciation to Andy Grannell for his service in the role of YRE Coordinator.
2. Finding a new person to serve in the role of YRE Coordinator.
3. Carrying out a community process to discern and articulate the scope and goals of First Day School and YREC.
4. Finding new volunteers to serve as First Day School Teachers (whether or not First Day School meets in a traditional way)
5. Connecting with youth and families in ways appropriate to our situation
6. Hosting versions of our traditional, annual events
When I am making pottery it is one of the few
times when the thoughts in my mind quiet down
and images or feelings come forward. My body
memory or experiences take over. They are often
images I see or feelings I have in Nature: what
does the wind do? How does the water move?
What patterns repeat in different beings or
places? This platter has a wave form that
expresses movement of wind or water. It resulted
from a movement of my arm without any
intention or thought about “wave” or “wind” or
“grass”. I think this is one of many ways Spirit is
part of us and expresses itself through creativity. I
love this letting go and opening the door to Spirit
moving through me. --Sandi Jensen
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Portland Friends Meeting
1837 Forest Ave
Portland, ME 04103

Address Service Requested

Next newsletter deadline:
Tuesday, February 8, 11:59pm
submissions: pfmnewsletter@grantwinners.net

