
Calendar 
February 13 10:45a Intergenerational Cuba-centered Worship (zoom) 

February 20 1-3p Family Fires at the Meetinghouse 

March 5 Bread Day at the Meetinghouse or your home (save the date!) 

Every Month 
Every Sunday: 10:45a Meeting for Worship* 
First Sundays: 9a Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business 
Every Wednesday: 7p Young Adult Friends Mid-Week Worship 
 email yaf@portlandfriendsmeeting.org for location 
Second Saturdays: 5-8p Youngish adults potluck 
 Bart Czyz, btczyz@gmail.com, 207 899 5937 

*contact Clerks for online Meeting for Worship links

Connections 
Co-Clerks 
Rob Levin 
coclerks@portlandfriendsmeeting.org 

Lyn Ballou 
balloulyn@gmail.com, 207 838-6717 

Recording Clerks 
PFM.recordingclerk@gmail.com 

Treasurer, Contributions  
Jane Mullen, 215–421–5257 
jmmmaine@aol.com 

Treasurer, Operating Account  
Kathy Beach, 207-233-2065 
katherinegbeach@gmail.com 

Treasurer, Special Funds 
Special Needs Funds 
Elizabeth Szatkowski 207-274-3564 

Ministry and Counsel 
Beth Bussiere-Nichols 
Christine Fletcher 

Pastoral Care Coordinator 
Christina Davis 518-0784 

Childcare Coordinator 
Susan Grannell 401-413-5951 
pfm-nursery-coordinator@gmail.com 

Religious Education  
Adult: On Hiatus 
Youth: Bart Czyz btczyz@gmail.com 

Youth Religious Education Coordinator: 
Andy Grannell 207-878-8698 
grannell90@gmail.com 

Use of the Meetinghouse 
meetinghouse@portlandfriendsmeeting.org 

e-group membership 
pfm.email.list.owner@gmail.com 

Newsletter submissions 
Heather Denkmire 
pfmnewsletter@grantwinners.net 

Address/directory changes 
directory@portlandfriendsmeeting.org 

Portland Friends Meeting Newsletter
Second Month 2022

“Are you ready to hear any concern God may lay on you, large or 
small? Are you ready to rest if  God asks it of  you?” 

—Friends General Conference, Advices and Queries

1837 Forest Ave Portland, ME 04103
portlandfriendsmeeting.org 

207-200-6544

Meeting for Worship: 10:45a Sundays

 https://www.friendscamp.org/summer-employment-overview/

https://www.friendscamp.org/summer-employment-overview/
mailto:btczyz@gmail.com
mailto:coclerks@portlandfriendsmeeting.org
mailto:PFM.recordingclerk@gmail.com
mailto:jmmmaine@aol.com
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Portland Friends Meeting 
Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business 

February 6, 2022 
We began in silent worship at 9:01 a.m. on February 6th, gathered remotely and connected via Zoom. There were 49 
members and attenders present for this meeting. 

Our presiding Co-clerk, Rob Levin, read the query, “Are you ready to hear any concern God may lay on you, large or small? 
Are you ready to rest if God asks it of you?” (Friends General Conference, Advices and Queries) 

1. Clerk’s Comments – The Clerk welcomed Friends who attended the meeting. Fritz Weiss held us in the Light. 

2. Minutes of January 9, 2022 - The minutes from our January Meeting for Business were accepted as printed in the 
newsletter with the provision that the Co-clerks will discuss whether to include the mention of the Recording Clerk’s remarks 
and will report back on that discussion at the next Meeting for Business or on the e-group.  

3. Right Relationship Working Group – Proposed Minute and Testimony in Support of Tribal Sovereignty Bill – Wayne 
Cobb  

Wayne expressed his gratitude to the other members of the Right Relationship Working Group and acknowledged the work 
that has been done over past the year. He shared the remarks he gave at our Meeting's follow-up session after a workshop 
series given by Wabanaki REACH and then read the Proposed Minute and Testimony in Support of the Tribal Sovereignty 
Bill. The Co-clerk thanked Wayne and the Right Relationship Working Group for their service. 

[The Minute]: 

As a matter of conscience and in support of justice, the meeting united in its support for efforts to restore self-
government to tribes in Maine through legislative action. We approved the following testimony to be submitted on 
behalf of Portland Friends Meeting in support of LD 1626: 

The minute was approved with Friends asking that the Right Relationship Working Group broaden the language in the last 
paragraph to also include the freedom to determine jurisdictional issues, and issues around health and the health of the 
land. Friends expressed that they trust the Group’s faithfulness and give the Group their blessing to revise and submit this 
testimony to the Judicial Committee. Wayne also encouraged members and attenders who felt led to submit personal 
testimony to the Legislature, to supplement our corporate testimony. Wayne is happy to assist anyone with this process. 

5. Ministry and Counsel – Beth Bussiere-Nichols 

- Paula Rossvall - Transfer of Membership 

Ministry and Counsel warmly recommended the acceptance of Paula Rossvall's transfer of membership from Hanover 
Monthly Meeting. Friends joyfully approved this transfer. 

- State of Society Report – First Reading  

Beth shared Ministry and Counsel’s process in creating the initial draft of the State of Society. She asked Friends to consider 
as they read it if the report includes the big themes and for Friends to share their thoughts and input. The current draft of 
the State of Society will be sent out to the egroup and be included in the newsletter. If you have an editorial comment, 
please send it to Beth at beth.bussiere@gmail.com and she will share it with Ministry and Counsel.  The next draft will be 
presented at Meeting for Business in March. 

6. Millennials Worship Group – Hannah Colbert 

Hannah shared how the group came to be and what has been moving for them. In early 2019 there was a Young Adult 
potluck where they discussed what direction that group would go. A time of worship was part of the potluck, but it was 
decided that in future, worship should take place separately from the potlucks. For Hannah, starting the Millennials Worship 
Group was her first sense of a leading.  

The group began meeting Wednesday nights and from the beginning it was a very rich experience. They meet for an hour 
of waiting worship, followed by afterthoughts. Several of the Millennial friends also shared about their rich experiences as a 
part of this group and that, having worship and then having afterthoughts in this intimate group, has allowed for deep 
connection and growth, not only spiritually but in their relationships. They meet with a common basis of trust and love, and 
feel seen at a greater depth.  

Hannah would welcome speaking with Friends who would like to know more about the group and there is also an invitation 
to the public on the home page of Portland Friends Meeting’s website.  

mailto:beth.bussiere@gmail.com
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7. Youth & Family Committee – Bart Czyz, Clerk Youth & Family Committee and Emily Troll, Youth & Family Coordinator 

Bart expressed gratitude and appreciation to Andy Grannell for his service, dedication, love and knowledge as the Youth 
Religious Education Coordinator over the past 3 years. During the pandemic, Andy created a lending library and 
researched and developed many programming ideas around intergenerational connections. His outreach to parents was 
so valued as was his knowledge of Quaker history and our meeting. He has a great ability to connect people and gifts 
and Andy himself has been a gift to our meeting. Emily also gave thanks to Andy and all that he has shared.  

Bart also noted that a project the Committee is working on is around what the scope and goals of their work will be. 

Emily has been able to connect with many families and hopes to speak with even more. (If you’re a parent of a child in 
the Meeting and haven’t heard from her yet, please send her your phone number.) Through these conversations, certain 
themes have emerged: spiritual health is mental health, and that the coordinator position has 3 prongs - family supports, 
educating kids, and integrating families with the Meeting. Emily feels strongly the importance of being an 
intergenerational ambassador and that this is as an opportunity for new beginnings made richer by the gathering of 
experiences from the past.  

Emily asked Friends to consider this query:  

What does it look like to love each other across age, and all of the experience, perspective and knowing that that goes 
along with that?  

Emily can be reached with any thoughts Friends might have on the query, or on what they would like to see in our next 
phase of youth programming at etroll@wesleyan.edu 

8. Rising Concerns – Because of limited time, the Co-clerk asked Friends to reach out to either of them to share any 
concerns.  

9. Closing worship – Our meeting closed in silent worship at 10:40 am, purposing to meet again, at 9:00 a.m. on 
Sunday, March 6, 2022. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Patricia Pyle, Recording Clerk

(Minutes continued from p.2)

Touching the Spirit 
Hello, friends, art lovers and art makers, 

We invite you to send a photo of something you 
have created, or if you write or love a piece of 
published writing by another author, send a poem or 
short text (100 words or so) to me, Mary Tracy. 

Together, Muriel Allen and I will select one offering 
each month to put in the newsletter, under the 
heading of Touching the Spirit. Kids’ art and writing 
welcome! 

Questions? Ask Mary Tracy marytracy126@gmail.com 
or Muriel Allen murielpfm@gmail.com

Portland Friends Meeting Email Lists 
To send a message to either of our two “e-groups,” 
just join/subscribe.* Which list should you use for your 
message? 

PFM Life of the Meeting: directly related to Portland 
Friends Meeting business and invitations for everyone 
in the Meeting to gather such as invitations for all-
Meeting social/worship opportunities. Messages about 
Members or Attenders also will be shared, as needed. 
To send a message to this list, email: pfm-life-of-the-
meeting@googlegroups.com. 

PFM Wider Community, for any items to or from the 
wider community including Quaker groups beyond 
PFM such as Falmouth Quarter, NEYM, FWCC, etc. 
To send a message to this list, email: pfm-wider-
community@googlegroups.com. 

*To join/subscribe to these email lists/e-groups, simply 
email pfm.email.list.owner@gmail.com.

mailto:pfm-life-of-the-meeting@googlegroups.com
mailto:pfm-life-of-the-meeting@googlegroups.com
mailto:pfm-wider-community@googlegroups.com
mailto:pfm-wider-community@googlegroups.com
mailto:pfm.email.list.owner@gmail.com
mailto:etroll@wesleyan.edu
mailto:marytracy126@gmail.com
mailto:murielpfm@gamil.com
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State of Society 2021  
A Rough Draft Year  

  
Last year as the pandemic continued, we gathered to listen to God in new ways. Spirit is alive and 
singing amongst us, sometimes by its joyful presence, or too often by the sensation of its 
absence. We know that to be a community of faith is to piece together glimpses of God that each 
of us receives until together we see the whole, and this is hard to do right now. It’s hard to see 
God’s whole vision for us when we can’t find a way that we can gather all together that works for 
every person. Sometimes, finding ways to be together as one and feel Spirit’s presence takes so 
much creativity and energy and hope that we get tired or lonely, and we forget our unconditional 
belovedness.  

Sometimes Spirit’s presence (or our awareness of it) flows with ease and grace, even while the 
pandemic continues to surprise and disappoint us. Hope rose through the spring that 
vaccination would open the door to join together again in our Meetinghouse as a gathering of 
Faith. Our opportunities for whole meeting worship on zoom made us grateful to be able to hold 
worship during the pandemic for those able to be there, and sometimes Spirit would burst forth 
through the computer screen. We experimented with hybrid worship, but found that there was 
not life in it for us. This fall we had the gift of outdoor intergenerational worship and fellowship 
gatherings at Friends School of Portland. We were grateful for the chance to be with so many 
families that we have missed for the last few challenging years. The trees swayed and the clouds 
sashayed with joy. Some of us found just what our hearts needed in the sanctuary of a small 
group, often in person, like faithfulness groups or a weekday worship or a spontaneous 
opportunity for fellowship, where we could nurture fresh connections with each other and the 
Divine. Too many of us have not been able to find a way to be present with our community and 
this pains us. 
  
As the cold weather arrived, we moved to zoom for first Sundays with the whole community 
invited to worship together to do business and to be in waiting worship. We are experimenting 
with nurturing new fluid small gatherings, hoping to build new connections even as we are 
separated.  
  
Spirit nudges us to continue to engage in big questions even in these times when it can feel hard 
to hold the center. We’re not yet sure what these questions are but we’re working on finding 
them. We feel invited to explore: What is our purpose as a community? What is our role in the 
wider community? What is our responsibility to our  neighbors?  Two examples are our work 
with Family Promise helping to provide support for our neighbors in need of housing, and 
another is advocating for sovereignty for our Wabanaki neighbors. 

We’re doing hard work on an empty belly. We are hungry for connection. We’re praying to 
receive the nourishment we need each day to put one foot in front of the other, together. 

Portland Friends Meeting is being shaped and reshaped by the Ever-changing  and the Eternal.
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INDIGENOUS MATTERS 
At our February 6 Meeting for Business, we approved a minute authorizing the co-
Clerks to present written testimony to the Legislature on LD 1626, which would restore 
aspects of self-determination to the Wabanaki Tribes in Maine. This is the testimony we 
submitted:  

To the Committee on the Judiciary, Maine 130th Legislature: 

Portland Friends Meeting (Quakers) supports the passage of LD 1626. It has been 
more than forty years since the signing of the Maine Indian Claims Settlement Act. 
Most states abide by federal Indian law, but the Settlement Act and its implementing 
legislation have reduced the Tribes in Maine to the status of municipalities and taken  

away their sovereign  rights. In 2019 the Legislature established a Maine-Tribal Task Force to review the 1980 Act and 
report back with recommended revisions. In doing so, lawmakers referenced the many past disagreements over the 
language of this agreement that “have caused protracted and long-standing litigation” and “the diminishment of 
rights, privileges, powers and immunities of the Maine tribes” resulting in “a loss of health, education and general 
welfare compared to the overall population.” It concluded, “[T]he State does not prosper when a specific portion of 
its citizenry suffers.” 

Maine Tribes deserve the freedom to control their own destiny. The State should not restrict the sovereignty of the 
Tribes in Maine. If LD 1626 passes, the Tribes will have the freedom to more fully continue their heritage of sustainable 
stewardship of their lands and waters. In addition to many other benefits, passage of the bill will restore their right to 
exercise jurisdiction over crimes committed by tribal members on tribal lands. When the Tribes have the freedom to 
determine their own futures, tribal members and all Mainers will prosper and take one step closer to right relationship 
with each other. 

As Quakers who hold deeply to values of justice, equity and peace, we strongly urge your support for LD 1626. 

Lyn Ballou and Rob Levin, co-Clerks, Portland Friends Meeting 

The Wabanaki Alliance has set a goal of 500 testimonies in support of LD 1626; we are up to more than 300, so please 
help us add more! Your testimony need not be lengthy… a couple of sentences will do.  

Here’s a link with tips on submitting testimony: https://wabanakialliance.com/ld1626-testimony-guide/  

And here are some talking points you can use:  https://wabanakialliance.com/ld-1626-talking-points/  

Let's make the best showing we can in support of our Wabanaki neighbors! After you’ve submitted your written 
testimony please email me (wcobb2@gmail.com). I’ll forward our count to the Wabanaki Alliance to add to their grand 
total.  500 TESTIMONIES BY VALENTINE’S DAY! 

For additional support on submitting your testimony, check out this Community Info & Action Session sponsored by 
Portland Rising on Sunday, 2/13 from 1-2:30pm via Zoom. Its purpose is to share historical context and information 
about the bill and equip citizens to support it. Register here: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLSdvkTAQWbEAhcpjtLYJ3bq5Ozn_wUA6cPvxmN1PDer2mwcDfQ/viewform  

And finally, if you have the mental space, this bill is extremely worthy of your support: LD 906, An Act To Provide 
Passamaquoddy Tribal Members Access to Clean Drinking Water. The hearing is on February 17; submit your 
testimony at least a day ahead. Email me (wcobb2@gmail.com) if you would like to review a summary created by 
Tribal attorney Corey Hinton.

Spiqituwiye cihpolakon 
“The Eagle Soars High"  

By Mihku Paul

https://wabanakialliance.com/ld1626-testimony-guide/
https://wabanakialliance.com/ld-1626-talking-points/
mailto:wcobb2@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdvkTAQWbEAhcpjtLYJ3bq5Ozn_wUA6cPvxmN1PDer2mwcDfQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdvkTAQWbEAhcpjtLYJ3bq5Ozn_wUA6cPvxmN1PDer2mwcDfQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdvkTAQWbEAhcpjtLYJ3bq5Ozn_wUA6cPvxmN1PDer2mwcDfQ/viewform
mailto:wcobb2@gmail.com


Page  of 6 10

Family Promise, Focus on Food

Two members of Portland Friends have been helping with Family 
Promise Greater Portland’s monthly food distribution to 26 of our 
families.  Culturally appropriate foods are purchased from the Food 
For All African Mobile Market.  Additional food is picked up at the 
Preble Street Food Hub in South Portland and Wayside Food Programs 
in Portland.  Paula and Sue can tell their stories better than I can: 

I started volunteering at Family Promise after I told Ann Dodd-Collins 
that I would like to do something for this organization or for the Family 
PFM supports.  Ann told me that Family Promise was going to pack 
groceries with food that was more familiar to families supported by Family Promise. I definitely was interested. I found 
the group of volunteers, mostly women, eager to help and to learn what needed to be done. It was really nice working 
with these volunteers and the staff who care so much for the families they are serving. Over time this experience 
became richer as I got to know some of the regular volunteers better, as well as the staff. 

This fall I helped Ann deliver groceries as there was a shortage of 
people able to do this. We delivered to 4 families in the same 
apartment building, leaving groceries at the door for 3 families who 
were not home. The last delivery was to a young mother with a baby. 
The mother did not understand English, but we were able to 
pantomime the conversation. It was gratifying to meet one family who 
was being assisted by Family Promise and to see that the apartment 
she lived in was quite nice.  

This past month I met two members of the family PFM is supporting. 
Yvonne, from First Lutheran, and I delivered groceries to Celine who 
met us on the ground floor of the apartment building with a grocery 
cart and an adorable child of about a year in her arms. Celine spoke 
and understood English very well. It was such a pleasure to meet her, 
and her one year old daughter, and to work with Yvonne. 

I will continue to work with Family Promise; it is such a rich and 
rewarding experience. — Paula Rossvall 

After reading about the 
dire situation in Portland 

with the influx of so many asylum seekers, I was pleased to join a dozen 
or so others from many faith communities to pack up and deliver food 
for 26 Family Promise families. What seemed like utter chaos at first was, 
in fact, a very well-organized system. We set out food, counted 
potatoes, carrots, apples and peppers and divided into two teams. We 
packed food into grocery bags and in no time, there were two bags 
overflowing with food. We added books, diapers, milk, meat and oil for 
each family. Everything was then loaded into waiting cars and the drivers 
were off to deliver food all over the greater Portland area. Though none 
of my families spoke English, their gratitude was palpable. And, of 
course, smiles and laughter are the same in any language! 

It was a great privilege to be able to welcome and assist our newest 
neighbors. —Sue Nelson
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Upcoming Intergenerational Events - All are welcome
Intergenerational Cuba-centered Worship - February 13th 10:45 on Zoom 
This worship program is a gift to our sister meeting in Velasco, Cuba, in a time when it's 
been very hard to connect. A recording of the event will be carried to Cuba by a 
delegation from New England to the Cuba Yearly Meeting in February. Join us for a 
moving story about faith and the ocean, as well as songs, and quiet worship. Families will 
receive hands-on activities in the mail to deepen the at-home experience. All ages are 
welcome, and we heartily encourage you to join us for this special meeting.  

Family Fires - February 20th 1pm-3pm at the Meeting House 
February is fire time! We'll set up multiple fires outside the meeting house and gather as families, and as community. 
Fun snacks will be provided. Also fun get-to-know-you-(meet-or-remember-you) activities. And there will be time to 
talk and share ideas about what comes next. The whole family is invited and childcare is provided for some parent-

kid separate time. Please share widely with other families, whether or not they are 
Quaker. This is a welcoming space and a new beginning! Please RSVP yes, no, or 
maybe to Emily at etroll@wesleyan.edu.  

Bread Day - March 5th, Meeting House and/or your homes, more details TBA 
Save the date for Bread Day, a New England wide event inspired by NEYM's 
Gretchen Baker-Smith's ministry on bread. We will use bread-making as a channel 
for deep spiritual experience, with something to nourish people of all ages. More 
details coming soon. Stay tuned!

A suggestion for ways an Endowment can do good while doing well. 

I have been on the Lyman Fund Board for 28 years and Treasurer for about 15 years. 

Some time ago we looked at our endowment and questioned how some monies could be used more locally.  One 
member had invested in the New Hampshire Community Loan fund as an individual. 

What is a Community Loan Fund ??  An organization that receives loans from individuals and other organized bodies 
and turns around and gives low interest loans to organizations locally who are  building housing, senior projects, day 
care centers, health initiatives and some support business development.   

The first lender to the community loan fund signs up for a 5 or 10 year commitment at an interest rate of 2-3% based 
on the length of the loan.  Interest is paid back to the lender on a schedule. At the end of the loan period the lender 
has the option to renew the loan for another term or ask for the monies back. So the lender has security and ultimate 
ownership of their  money going forward while their money is earning some interest and doing good. 

The Community Loan Fund collects principal and interest from the borrower just as a bank would. They do all the paper 
work send out news of where and what projects they have supported. 

This can be a life saver for an affordable housing project that cobbles together monies from multiple sources, or a day 
care center trying to renovate.  

Lyman Fund decided to take 10% of our endowment and invest in Community Loan Funds in Maine, N.H., Vermont and 
Massachusetts.  Even though we are giving biannual grants, which is our mission, our funds keep growing in the socially 
conscious investments we have made and as they do we loan out more money to stay at the 10% level.   We feel we 
are being prudent with the endowment and our loans are safe if we should have to call them in someday, though that 
day seems highly unlikely.  The Genesis Fund in Brunswick is our Maine connection and they are investing in all the 
areas that I mentioned.  We are doing good and doing well.   

I am happy to talk with anyone interested in this concept.    Tracy Booth
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Touching the Spirit 
"Written in 2007 and tweaked a few times since, 
'We of Whee' comes from one of my earliest 
memories. I was 4, my brother Randy 6, and my 
father 32. We were repeatedly sliding downhill 
below our 1798 house in rural Vermont, and 
climbing back uphill for more runs, having the 
time of our lives.  The poem flowed out of me 
fifty-three years later.  A delight to write, it brings 
a smile every time I read it, reminding me of 
those times when my father was engaged and 
playful with us."   -- Chris Beach

Friends School of Portland 
Seeking Board Member 
Nominations  

I am reaching out on behalf of 
Friends School of Portland’s 
Board of Directors.   

Friends School of Portland is 
seeking new board members for 
the 2022-2023 school year eager 

to contribute to our young and thriving educational community. 
We are dedicated to a culture of joyful learning and welcome 
people from a diverse array of backgrounds and expertise who 
wish to share in the nurturing of our mission and vision. You can 
learn more about what it means to contribute to Friends School 
of Portland with board service on our website (https://
www.friendsschoolportland.org/newsforfriends/2022/1/14/
board-nominations-for-the-2022-2023-school-year) and this 
flyer (https://files.ctctusercontent.com/4936d993101/
cdf9ce56-6ea8-492e-8541-5b9a1a55d377.pdf?rdr=true).  

We recognize that our school community is connected to one 
another in a great many ways. This year as we seek to broaden 
the circles our board nominations are drawn from, we 
encourage you to nominate someone who would be a good 
Friends School of Portland board member. Here is our 
new online nomination form. (https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/e/1FAIpQLSfrcPZl9D0QI0-oQe_gKMOYOwP-7IgI-
yItgORo2ijnKThsVA/viewform) Please make sure to send in 
your nominations by March 31, 2022. 

I look forward to hearing from you,  

Jason Wentworth (Alumnx Parent ’21) 

Board Governance Clerk 
boardgov@friendsschoolportland.org

The 2022 FWCC (Friends World 
Committee for Consultation) Section of 
the Americas Meeting is coming 
online March 12th; registration is 
open now. "Hope and Resilience: 
Drawing strength from our Quaker 
faith" is the theme. 

The bilingual gathering is a great 
opportunity to witness the true diversity of 
Quakers in the Americas. 

https://fwccamericas.org/_wp/event/2022-section-meeting/

https://fwccamericas.org/_wp/event/2022-section-meeting/
https://www.friendsschoolportland.org/newsforfriends/2022/1/14/board-nominations-for-the-2022-2023-school-year
https://www.friendsschoolportland.org/newsforfriends/2022/1/14/board-nominations-for-the-2022-2023-school-year
https://www.friendsschoolportland.org/newsforfriends/2022/1/14/board-nominations-for-the-2022-2023-school-year
https://www.friendsschoolportland.org/newsforfriends/2022/1/14/board-nominations-for-the-2022-2023-school-year
https://files.ctctusercontent.com/4936d993101/cdf9ce56-6ea8-492e-8541-5b9a1a55d377.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.ctctusercontent.com/4936d993101/cdf9ce56-6ea8-492e-8541-5b9a1a55d377.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.ctctusercontent.com/4936d993101/cdf9ce56-6ea8-492e-8541-5b9a1a55d377.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.ctctusercontent.com/4936d993101/cdf9ce56-6ea8-492e-8541-5b9a1a55d377.pdf?rdr=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrcPZl9D0QI0-oQe_gKMOYOwP-7IgI-yItgORo2ijnKThsVA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrcPZl9D0QI0-oQe_gKMOYOwP-7IgI-yItgORo2ijnKThsVA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrcPZl9D0QI0-oQe_gKMOYOwP-7IgI-yItgORo2ijnKThsVA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrcPZl9D0QI0-oQe_gKMOYOwP-7IgI-yItgORo2ijnKThsVA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrcPZl9D0QI0-oQe_gKMOYOwP-7IgI-yItgORo2ijnKThsVA/viewform
mailto:boardgov@friendsschoolportland.org
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Portland Friends Meeting Buildings and Grounds Annual Report 2021 

Committee: Karin Wagner, clerk; Bernard Mohr, recorder; Tracy Booth, Syl Doughty, Peter Raszmann, Wayne Cobb, 
William Diffenderfer, Mary DeSilva, Doug Malcolm 

The committee met 4 times in the past 12 months, in February, March, May (Zoom) and September (in person). In 
addition, much of our committee work continued to be communicated through email. 

The Committee expenditures for the year were $5454 (104% of budget). Projects completed during the past year 
included: 

1. Tree work (in conjunction with Cemetery Committee) - Pruning of the branches on the west side of the Meetinghouse 
overhanging the roof and utility wires, removing dead/dying trees along the fence lines, removal of invasive Bradford 
pear trees in garden at top of parking lot. 

2. Creation of parking lot stanchions to mark parking boundaries to protect grass and gardens. 

3. Two Love Our Meetinghouse Days organized as in-person work days, on May 8 and Nov 6. 

The committee continued to oversee maintenance contracts with Seacoast Security, Rick Vance (snow removal), Rose 
Duran (cleaning service) and maintenance and licensing of the wheelchair lift. 

HVAC Work Group 
In April, 2021 the HVAC work group was formed to address the anticipated need to replace our aged heating system, the 
need to address air quality (ventilation) and cooling, and to act on the meeting community’s interest in de-carbonization. 
Members include three members of Buildings and Grounds (Karin, Syl, Bill), Brad Bussiere-Nichols, Jay O’Hara, Denis 
Lachman, and Sae Gozashti. Over the following 6 months we established guiding principles, outlined potential scenarios 
for replacement of our current heating system, received approval from the Meeting to hire an energy consultant, and 
created an RFP for an energy consultant. In September we accepted a proposal from Curt Bartram, engineer in energy 
conservation and HVAC systems. His consulting work with the HVAC work group is scheduled to begin in January, 2022 
with an estimated cost of $11,150. 

The Gardening Group (Doug Malcolm, Sandi Jensen, Kathy Beach, Kiya Smith-Lachman, Holly Travers, Syl Doughty) 
continued the development and maintenance of the gardens. 

Anticipated projects for 2022: 

1. Presenting energy consultant’s recommendations to Meeting community 

2. Removal of the dying ash tree northeast corner of parking lot 

3. Repair/replace window wells and drainage left side of building 

 Respectfully submitted on January 9, 2022 by Karin Wagner, Clerk

Friends Camp is hiring! 

Working as a counselor at Friends Camp was the best job I've ever 
had, and it's made me the person I am today. It gives you a huge 
variety of skills and experience that are applicable to lots of other 
jobs, and it's a great place to learn about yourself, what your gifts 
are, and what's important to you. There aren't many jobs where you 
can be your fully authentic self, and this is truly one of them. If you're 
a young adult who's interested in working at camp, I'd love to tell 
you about my experience! Email or text me. If you want to learn 
more, visit https://www.friendscamp.org/summer-employment-
overview/, check out @friendscamp on Instagram, or contact camp 
director Anna Hopkins Buller at director@friendscamp.org.  

-Maggie Fiori, she/her 
maggie@neym.org, 978-382-1850

https://www.friendscamp.org/summer-employment-overview/
https://www.friendscamp.org/summer-employment-overview/
https://www.instagram.com/friendscamp/
mailto:director@friendscamp.org
mailto:maggie@neym.org
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Portland Friends Meeting 
1837 Forest Ave 
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Tuesday, March 8, 11:59pm 

submissions: pfmnewsletter@grantwinners.net
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