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There are two ways of spreading light; to be the candle or the 
mirror that reflects it. 
 - Edith Wharton 

Calendar  
 Upcoming Events 

Saturday, June 22, 11:00 am Memorial Service for Diana White, Durham 
 Monthly Meeting 

Saturday, June 22 Young Friends hike to Bradbury Mountain 

Monday, June 24, Quaker Earthcare Witness program, 
8:00 pm EDT Navigating the Storms, online 

Saturday, June 29, 3:30 pm AFSC Visit, Friends School of Portland 

June 29-30 Abenaki Heritage Weekend, Lake 
Champlain Maritime Museum 

June 30-July 6 Friends General Conference, Haverford PA 

Tuesday, July 23, 4:00 pm Friends School Read-Aloud and Draw-
Along with author Phuc Tran 

Sunday, July 28 (tentative) Summer Meeting for Worship for the 
Conduct of Business 

August 5-12 World Conference of Friends, South Africa 
and online 

Tuesday, August 20, 6:00 pm Friends School present Dominic Lavoie 
and the Butte Pack Band 

 Every Month 

Every Sunday, 10:00 am Meeting for Worship* at the Meetinghouse 
 and separately on Zoom 

Third Sundays, 8:45 am Early Meeting for Worship at the 
 Meetinghouse 

Second & Fourth Sundays, First Day School for high schoolers 
10:00 am 

Every Weekday, 10:30 am Meeting for Worship on Zoom* 

First Thursdays & Third Meeting for Healing on Zoom* 
   

PFM at the Portland Pride Parade, June 15, 2024 
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Portland Friends Meeting 
Minutes of Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business 

June 9, 2024 
 Peter Woodrow, Clerk 
Rob Levin, Recording 

Members and attenders of Portland Friends Meeting gathered in worship at 11:54 
am. Some 38 Friends gathered, in person at the Meetinghouse and remotely via 
Zoom. Wayne Cobb offered a heartfelt Land Acknowledgment, praying that we 
consider Native Americans in Southern Maine as encompassed within “all our 
relations.”  

Clerk Peter Woodrow opened with a quote from Elizabeth Watson, found in Cathy 
Whitmire’s Plain Living:  

The years ahead will not be peaceful or uneventful. Those who place 
too much value on comfort and security are probably in for a rough 
time. Those who are unencumbered and flexible will more likely 
survive.  

In spite of the weight of the sad time, I bring you a message of hope. 
For I believe our young people can yet save the world. The revolution 
that is needed now is already taking place in the minds and lives of 
some of them. They have a dream of a somehow strangely better world 
than the one they have inherited, and they are living as if it were 
already visible, already here. They step to a different drummer. 

Following a period of silent worship, Peter welcomed all and thanked Luke 
Hankins for tech support, Rob Levin for serving as Recording Clerk, and Beth 
Bussiere-Nichols for holding the Meeting in the Light.  

Peter also mentioned that he and Sumner Caughey are looking at new all-in-one 
hybrid technology that they hope to try out over the next few weeks to replace the 
makeshift set up we have used for the past few years. 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The Meeting approved the minutes of Meeting of May 5, 2024. One small 
correction: The Family Promise report inadvertently listed Sue Reilly instead of 
Sue Nelson as a helper in the food distribution program.  

2. SUMMER WORSHIP 

Ministry and Counsel is proposing and we approved that we remain in the 
Meetinghouse over the summer, and not move to Friends School, as we have done 
in recent years. Sunday worship will continue at 10:00 a.m., with singing at 9:25 
on all but third Sundays. Masking continues to be strongly encouraged on third 
Sundays, and there will also be an early worship at 8:45 a.m. on third Sundays. 
Daily worship will continue online and Friends are encouraged to seek other 
forms and times of worship and invite others to join. 

Summer Meeting for Business is likely to be July 28 in the evening, but stay 
tuned for confirmation.  

Portland Friends Meeting 
Meeting for Worship for the Conduct of Business—June 9, 2024 

Page 1 
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3. APPROVAL OF NEW MEMBER 

Mags Fehr introduced Genna Ulrich on behalf of the Clearness Committee for 
Membership for Johanna. We approved with joy! Genna reported that the 
committee met at her home and experienced deep sharing about membership and 
Johanna’s sense of having found a spiritual home here. We are so grateful 
Johanna is walking in her journey with us. Johanna thanked us for welcoming 
her, and reflected on the rich spiritual openings she experienced through the 
clearness process.  

4. REPORT OF CLEARNESS PROCESS AND FORMATION OF CARE & 
ACCOUNTABILITY COMMITTEE FOR MAGGIE FIORI 

Jessica Eller reported on a clearness process for Maggie Fiori. See Attachment 1. 
Maggie recently requested a Clearness Committee, which came to unity in 
recognizing that Maggie has a sustained public ministry centered on inviting 
people into the core of Quakerism. In many ways, Maggie has organized her life 
around this ministry, and it has found outlets within and beyond PFM (co-
clerking M&C, leading our recent retreat, her artwork, and serving as a chaplain 
at Friends Camp, among others). To support her ministry, the Clearness 
Committee recommended to M&C the creation of an ongoing Ministry Care and 
Accountability Committee for Maggie. Meg Klepack read the letter from the 
Clearness Committee to M&C.  

M&C approved the formation of the care and accountability committee, while also 
recognizing that we as a community are continuing to experiment with how we 
support ministries. Maggie is also asking us to hold her accountable, to help her 
discern what is Spirit and what may be something else, when to hold back and 
when not to hold back. M&C approved Jim Grace, Jessica Eller, Miabella 
D’Augelli and Vicki Anderson to serve on this committee.  

M&C brought this report for information and acknowledgement. If Friends have 
concerns about Maggie’s ministry, they are encouraged to contact the Care and 
Accountability Committee members named above.  

5. NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Brad Bussiere-Nichols presented for Nominating Committee.  

Two Friends have been led to offer their gifts to us as Co-Clerks, Mary DeSilva 
and Jim Grace. We are fortunate to have Mary and Jim taking on this new role 
with us. Heather read a message from Mary, who was not able to attend because 
of a prior commitment. In the words of Madeleine L’Engle, Mary is ready to make 
some magic with us! Mary brings a freshness to this leading, having found a 
spiritual home in this community over the past six years, and with prior  
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experience with New Hampshire Friends. Likewise, Jim brings decades of clerking 
experience at many different monthly meetings and with New England Yearly 
Meeting.  

Either Mary or Jim will serve for one year and the other will serve for two years, 
but they have not yet decided on the terms.  

Friends enthusiastically approved Mary and Jim as Co-Clerks. 

Meanwhile, many others have stepped up in a variety of different capacities, and 
we approved them with gratitude. See Attachment 2 for a list of new committee 
members, with a link to the full committee roster.  

6. UPCOMING FRIENDS WORLD COMMITTEE MEETINGS  
Dorothy shared news about the recent gatherings and successes of the Friends 
World Committee for Consultation. Their fundraising campaign exceeded their 
goal, and they are working on a fully interactive database of Quaker Meetings 
from around the world. In addition, they will be hiring a Peace and Justice 
Secretary to work on climate justice issues. The next World Plenary Meeting is 
planned for August 2024. For more information, visit https://fwcc.world/.   

7. REVISED PROPOSED POLICY REGARDING DEPOSITS TO FRIENDS 
FIDUCIARY 
Jo Linder presented for the Financial Stewardship Committee on a proposed 
policy regarding deposits to our Friends Fiduciary invested subfunds. See 
Attachment 3.  

This policy follows on unfinished business from our discernment process. 
Depending on our framing, the policy can be seen as a simple administrative 
matter regarding how we move funds around, or a philosophical and moral issue 
of how we relate to our abundance of funds. Our discussion explored the 
connection between the Committee’s hopes for short-term guidance, and our 
ongoing search for unify around a long-term approach to wealth, privilege, and 
the uses of resources.   

The practical issue is what to do when we have surplus funds in our operating 
account, whether and how these surpluses can be used to replenish the different 
Friends Fiduciary invested subfunds. As explained in the Attachment, in March 
2023, at the end of the discernment process, the Discernment Committee 
proposed that any excess funds be split evenly between the Capital Reserve 
subfund and the Shared Witness subfund. But we were not in unity at that time 
and reserved the matter for future discussion.  

Now, as a result of accruing a higher balance in our operating account because of 
reduced spending on youth education programs, Financial Stewardship is 
bringing this matter back to our attention and seeking guidance from the 
Meeting. For example, Dick Stratton, one of our Treasurers, made a transfer of 
$20,000 to the subfunds in March, before this policy was in place.  
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Friends posed various questions about the details of past and current transfers, 
and how the budget intersects with the operating account and the invested funds. 
We discussed whether the proposed policy could be approved now, while 
reserving the larger philosophical issues for a later time, or if the two were too 
interrelated to be teased apart. There were several questions and comments about 
our current policy of drawing no more than 4% annually from the General 
Meeting subfund to support the operating budget, with some expressing a desire 
to review that policy at the appropriate time.  

Friends spoke passionately about the challenges of a spiritual community both 
possessing money and talking about money, and how faith plays a role in shaping 
our fiscal decisions. One Friend shared an ongoing discomfort over our retention 
of excess funds, and how that affects our spiritual condition, as informed by 
Biblical wisdom.  

Ultimately, we approved the following policy on an interim basis:  

When the PFM operating account contains a sizable amount of 
money ($15,000-$20,000), the PFM Treasurer will transfer some of 
the amount in excess of near-term operating needs to one or more of 
PFM’s FFC sub funds. The distribution to FFC will be proportional to 
what has been harvested from these investment sub accounts since 
the last such transfer or currently scheduled for harvest. After 
making such transfers, the Treasurer will report to Meeting for 
Business the amounts transferred and how the criteria were applied. 

This language was largely similar to the proposed policy, but with one change: we 
deleted the second sentence in the proposed policy that had referred to only three 
of the subfunds, as we found it confusing and unnecessary.  

Meanwhile, Peter will discuss with the two incoming Co-Clerks how and when to 
continue the conversation about the larger issues raised by the policy. 

8. CLOSING WORSHIP 
The Meeting then rose at about 2:35 pm, to meet again for the Conduct of 
Business on July 28, 2024, according to Divine will.   
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Attachment 1 
 

 
 
M&C  Ministry Care and Accountability Committee Approval Report for Maggie Fiori 

June 2024 

Maggie Fiori met twice with a clearness committee earlier this spring to explore her call to 
public ministry. The committee came to unity in recognizing that Maggie has a sustained 
public ministry and recommended that M&C create a Care and Accountability Committee 
for support of the ministry. The members of the Clearness committee were: Tom Antonik, 
Sue Reilly, Kirk Read, Meg Klepack, Jay O’Hara and Dorothy Grannell (who attended the first 
meeting).  

The letter is attached below. 

 At its April meeting, M&C discussed this recommendation, and after deep discernment 
accepted the clearness committee report and approved taking on care of Maggie’s spiritual 
work.  M&C recognized that although PFM has historically and continuously supported gifts 
and ministries in many different ways, we are continuing to experiment with this form of 
nurturing ministries, which has a more transparent, clear process and expectations for 
someone who requests care from PFM.  Maggie has requested this form of accountability 
from the Portland Friends Meeting community for her work. 

After the M&C meeting, Fritz Weiss, Ann Dodd-Collins, and Jessica Eller met with Maggie to 
explore how to best support and hold Maggie’s faithful work as recognized by her clearness 
committee. It was a tender meeting - exploring the multiple dimensions of Maggie’s gifts - 
the role of art, outreach and sharing with those Maggie encounters outside the Quaker 
community, spoken ministry, creating Quaker retreat experiences, and a call to serve as 
chaplain at Friends Camp. Maggie shared that her experience of worship and community 
at PFM has supported her in developing creative and faithful work, and that she wants her 
ministry to be accountable to the PFM community.  There was further discussion about the 
role of accountability, which was described as helping pay attention to what is Spirit and 
what may be something else, helping Maggie recognize when to hold back and when not 
to hold back, and helping test Maggie’s discernment. Maggie was clear that she expected 
to share regular reports and was hoping for regular meetings.  Several different forms of 
care were explored, and a Ministry Care Committee was determined to be the best form to 
support this spiritual work at this time.  The group generated possible names who would be 
a good fit to invite to serve.   

Jessica reached out and reported on those who were clear to serve. 

In  May, M&C approved Jim Grace, Jessica Eller, Mia Bell D’Augelli and Vicky Anderson to 
serve on Maggie’s committee. 

The protocol on nurturing ministries that Portland Friends Meeting approved specifies that 
at the next meeting for business the report from the clearness committee would be shared.  
In addition, the decision of M&C to take spiritual gifts and faithful service under its care and 
the names of those approved to serve on the committee would be minuted.  

This report is brought to Meeting for Worship with attention to Business for acceptance.  

It was noted that if individuals have concerns about an individual who is being supported, 
they are encouraged to contact the individual’s care committee to share those concerns. 
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Letter from Clearness Committee for Maggie Fiori 

 

April 1, 2024  

Dear Ministry and Counsel,  

As you are likely already aware, Maggie Fiori requested a clearness committee for 
discernment of her ongoing call to public ministry in January of this year. The committee 
(put together by Jessica Eller) was composed of Tom Antonik, Kirk Read, Sue Reilly, Meg 
Klepack, Jay O’Hara, and Dorothy Grannell. We met with Maggie twice on February 24th 
and March 29th (though Dorothy needed to step off the committee between the first and 
second meetings). The committee came to unity in recognizing that Maggie has an 
ongoing public ministry and in recommending that M&C create a Ministry Care and 
Accountability Committee for support of the ministry.  

Maggie has a sustained public ministry centered on inviting people into the core of 
Quakerism on listening for God’s guidance, faithfulness to the call, and the collective 
liberation available when we follow. A sustained ministry which she has organized her life 
around. This invitation has taken many forms recently- within the Meeting, Maggie 
frequently offers vocal ministry and recently led the PFM retreat, cultivating opportunities 
for spiritual deepening for members. Her artwork is another manifestation of the same 
ministry and is offered both within the four walls of our meeting and to a more public 
audience of people who are not (yet) Friends. Through creating art which reflects her “felt-
sense” of the Kingdom of God and challenges our culture's entrenched beliefs about God 
and religion, Maggie invites others onto the path of Quakerism that she has found, utilizing 
fresh metaphors which help people move beyond their past traumas sustained in modern-
day Christianity and into a new understanding of God and faithfulness.  

PFM is blessed by the gifts that Maggie is carrying. Maggie needs both the support and the 
accountability of an ongoing ministry care committee to help bring these gifts to their 
fullness. We request M&C create a Ministry Care and Accountability Committee for support 
of her ongoing ministry.  

 

With love,  

Tom, Meg, Jay, Kirk, and Sue 
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Attachment 2  
 
Report from Nominating Committee 
Meeting for Business, June 9, 2024 
 

Brad Bussiere-Nichols reporting on behalf of Nominating Committee. 

Today we are submitting to you the slate of names of individuals who are offering to 
take responsibility for some of the many jobs that help make this community, our 
spiritual community, work and thrive and live into its purpose, in the coming year. 

First on our list are two Friends who have been led to offer their time and their gifts to 
us as Meeting Co-Clerks, Mary DeSilva, and Jim Grace. 

In addition, the following people are stepping forward to begin their time of service:  

− Patricia Pyle as Backup E-Group Coordinator 

− Muriel Allen as Meetinghouse Use Coordinator 

− Stefanie Fairchild for the Special Needs Fund 

− Julie deSherbinin & Kathy Hooke for 5th Sunday Clean & Close the 
Meetinghouse 

− Emily Williams & Wayne Cobb for Financial Stewardship Committee 

− Heather Denkmire & Marcia Taylor for the Friends School Resource Committee 

− Megan Holt as 2nd Sunday Greeter 

− Johanna & Kit Hattabaugh as Sunday Greeter Substitutes 

− Joan Leeman for Library Committee 

− Peter Woodrow for Ministry & Counsel 

− Joan Leeman for Pastoral Care Committee 

− Julie deSherbinin for Welcoming Committee 

− Johanna Hattabaugh for Youth Religious Education Committee 

The Nominating Committee appreciates, gives thanks, and feels blessed by all of the 
new volunteers, and the many people that continue in their roles for another year.  We 
also recognize that there are Friends for whom committee work, for a variety of 
reasons, may not fit at this time, but support and celebrate the life of the Meeting in 
myriad other ways, and by just being present at Meeting for Worship (or via 
Zoom).  Thank you, thank you all! 

A complete list of current committee members is available here. 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j5CGg2njSjYXjDXHz-oYgGo66k_FIS2N/view?usp=drive_link
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Attachment 3 
 
 

Policy Guiding Transfers from Portland Friends Meeting Operating 
Account to its Investment Account at Friends Fiduciary Corporation 

Financial Stewardship Committee June 2024 

 

Background 
Following a recent year-plus discernment process, Portland Friends Meeting 
(PFM) approved the following minutes [in March, 2023 newsletter]: 

Friends approved creating five subfunds within the investment accounts 
at Friends Fiduciary, including $200,000 in Capital Reserve Fund, 
$50,000 in Jones Youth Fund, and $200,000 previously dedicated to the 
Shared Witness Fund. The remaining balance will be kept in a General 
Meeting Fund for support of the annual budget. 

From that amount a Cemetery Fund will be established, based on 
consultations between the Cemetery and Financial Stewardship 
Committees. 

With reference to the “Proposal for Shared Witness Seasoning Process,” 
Friends approved the overall approach to discerning whether and how to 
allocate funds from the Shared Witness Fund and to take any other 
actions as a community that express Spirit moving among us. At the 
same time, Friends expressed desire that the process remain as agile and 
responsive as possible, encouraging the flow of Spirit among us. 

The Meeting will review these arrangements regarding use of the 
Meeting’s invested funds during the fall of 2025, with a view towards 
adjusting, as needed, for the 2026 budget. As we live into these decisions 
and processes, we can make adjustments along the way as needed. 

The following proposed minute was set aside until a later date, while we work on 
issues related to more intentional fundraising and how to replenish any of the 
subfunds over time: 

Going forward, donations from members and attenders will be allocated to 
reaching the amounts envisioned in the operating budget approved by the 
Meeting. Any surplus will be split evenly between the Capital Reserve 
Fund and the Shared Witness Fund. 

Conversion of PFM four sub funds to five sub funds at Friends Fiduciary was 
accomplished by July, 2023 including $100,000 in the Cemetery Fund.  
Distribution of funds harvested from the Shared Witness Fund with guidance 
from a Shared Witness Seasoning Group led to financial grants in 2023 to Maine 
Immigrant Rights Coalition, Family Promise, Friends International Bilingual 
Center (Bolivia), Bolivian Climate Disaster Relief Project. In 2024, $75,000 was 
sent from our Shared Witness Sub Fund to the American Friends Service 
Committee (AFSC) to support AFSC efforts in Gaza. During the discussion of the 
gift to AFSC, several Friends expressed interest in replenishing the Shared 
Witness Fund by making personal donations directly to it. 

https://www.portlandfriendsmeeting.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/23-3rd-month.pdf
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Respecting the work of the discernment process, Portland Friends Meeting 
Financial Stewardship Committee (FSC) does not recommend accepting donations 
directly by individual members to the sub-funds at this time. It does recommend 
a policy (below) to guide occasional transfers from PFM’s operating bank account 
to its investment sub funds at Friends Fiduciary Corporation (FFC). One of the 
benefits of this policy will be to allow for some replenishment of the Shared 
Witness, Capital, and Meeting Sub Funds over time. 

Proposed Policy 
When the PFM operating account contains a sizable amount 
of money ($15,000-$20,000), the PFM Treasurer will transfer 
some of the amount in excess of near-term operating needs to 
one or more of PFM’s FFC sub funds. The Meeting, Capital, 
and Shared Witness Sub Funds will be considered for such 
transfers. The distribution to FFC will be proportional to what 
has been harvested from these investment sub accounts since 
the last such transfer or currently scheduled for harvest. After 
making such transfers, the Treasurer will report to Meeting 
for Business the amounts transferred and how the criteria 
were applied. 

This policy will allow for some degree of replenishment of these three sub funds. 
This year (2024), transfers will be made to the Shared Witness, to the Meeting, 
and to the Capital Reserve Sub Funds. 

  

Ed. Note: 
This is the 
proposed 
wording of the 
policy.  See 
text of minutes 
above (Item 7, 
Page 4 of 
minutes) for 
final approved 
wording of this 
policy. 
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World Conference of Friends—August 5-12, 2024  
Dear Friends, 

In just over two months, August 5-12, 2024, Friends will gather for the World Plenary, 
where we are now expecting Friends from nearly 100 Yearly Meetings or Quaker groups. 

(Editor’s  Note: Portland Friends could decide to be a HUB and Friends 
could come to the meetinghouse to join the conference in South Africa via 
Zoom and participate in worship and the Plenary talks.  Cost $132.00) 

Ahead of that, I am glad to say that, at long last, both the songbook and the study guide 
are now published, in English, KiSwahili and Spanish. 

These are resources for all, not only those attending the World Plenary. Please do share 
them with Friends in your community. You can download them for free from our website. 

This month I was able to meet with leaders of some of the Quaker agencies, who gathered 
together in Brussels. How to respond when great powers are disregarding international 
law, was a major question for us all. 

This has not stopped agencies from taking action though. For example: 

− Quaker Peace & Social Witness is again supporting ecumenical accompaniers in 
the West Bank, and has written to Barclays asking them to live up to their Quaker 
foundations, and stop financing weapons that could be used in war crimes. 

− In Gaza, AFSC has been continuing to provide aid, despite mounting challenges, 
including an attack on one of their trucks. 

− In the context of campus encampments in the USA, FCNL is seeking to turn 
protest in to policy by trying to move legislators to a pro-peace position. 

− QUNO and QCEA are standing up for conscientious objectors and those who 
refuse to kill 

You’ll also remember the joint statement shared last time. This has now been co-signed 
by nearly 100 different Quaker groups around the world. 

Acutely aware of ongoing, interlocking and deepening global crises, Friends will have 
questions about what Quaker agencies are doing. Accordingly we hope to hold an online 
panel session ahead of the World Plenary Meeting in August. Register as an online 
participant in the WPM for an invite. 

As I try to come to terms with living in the time of the greatest violent conflict since the 
end of the Second World War, I find myself seeking guidance from the "life and power 
that takes away the occasion of all wars". I am sure this is our greatest hope. 

In Friendship, 

Tim Gee 

Executive Director 

 
AFSC Visit  
As we all welcome the promise of summer, we'd like to remind everyone how much it 
would mean to have you join in our welcome of the American Friends Service Committee 
and share in hearing about its work on June 29th, Saturday, 3:30 pm, at the Friends School 
of Portland.  This is a rare opportunity to hear firsthand about some crucial and desperately 
needed work bringing our Quaker witness to life in the world. 
 
Keith Harvey, AFSC's Regional Director, will update us on AFSC's work in the Northeast, 
especially its advocacy on immigration and the rights of indigenous peoples in Maine. 

https://fwcc.world/resources_cpt/wpm-songbook/
https://fwcc.world/resources_cpt/wpm-study-guide/
https://fwcc.world/resources/
https://www.quaker.org.uk/our-work/eappi
https://www.quaker.org.uk/news-and-events/news/honour-your-heritage-by-ending-investment-in-arms-to-israel-quakers-urge-barclays-bank
https://afsc.org/
https://www.fcnl.org/
https://quno.org/
https://www.qcea.org/
https://afsc.org/newsroom/different-future-possible-quaker-organizations-share-vision-peace-palestine-and-israel
https://afsc.org/newsroom/different-future-possible-quaker-organizations-share-vision-peace-palestine-and-israel
https://fwcc.world/wpm/
https://fwcc.world/wpm/
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Joyce Ajlouny, AFSC's General Secretary, will speak about AFSC's work globally,  including 
an update on the work our Meeting has been supporting in Gaza.  
 
Please help us in spreading the word, and RSVP'ing at this link: 
https://secure.afsc.org/a/conversation-afscs-joyce-ajlouny.  For more info about AFSC in 
general, see https://afsc.org/.  
 

“We bring together people of all faiths and backgrounds to challenge 
injustice and build peace around the globe.” 

 
Update:  HVAC and Electrical Improvements  
Earlier this year, the Buildings and Grounds Committee issued Requests for Proposals to 
several engineering firms. Each firm was asked for its proposal to provide an engineering 
study that would address electrical system upgrades, indoor air quality improvements, 
and reduction or elimination of reliance on fossil fuels. The Committee has received three 
proposals which we are evaluating. At the summer Meeting for Business we will be 
asking the Meeting to approve the selection of its recommended candidate. 
 

Quaker Earthcare Witness  
NAVIGATING THE STORMS: 

PROPHETIC WITNESS FOR AN EARTH RESTORED 

We live in a time of great change. If 
humanity does not soon develop 
wisdom and global solidarity, we will, 
through technological hubris, vain-
ambition, and age-old rivalries, 
unravel the thread of Life. 

In this pre-World Plenary FWCC 
Consultation, Keith Runyan, Director 
of Quaker Earthcare Witness, will 
show how we might find solace and 
wisdom in the Mountains, Winds, 
and Seas of the Earth. How might we 
become students of the Living 
World? As Quakers, will we “garden 
as the world burns” or will we rise to 
the heights of our tradition, take bold 
action, and rediscover our Prophetic 
Voice? Register here. 

 

Young Friends at Portland Friends Meeting  
We have one more activity together before summer break, bringing 
kiddos from Family Promise to Bradbury Mountain for a hike and 
lunch on June 22nd. Then we’ll meet again in September on the 
22nd for the first of our regular 4th (and 2nd) Sunday gatherings. 
The calendar is available here.  Do you know any rising 9th 
graders who might want to join our group? Let Heather know! 
PFM-YF@heatherdenkmire.net . 
 PFM High Schoolers Aura and Ollie 

celebrating graduation 

https://secure.afsc.org/a/conversation-afscs-joyce-ajlouny
https://afsc.org/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/s6rb4h7
https://www.portlandfriendsmeeting.org/young-friends/
mailto:PFM-YF@heatherdenkmire.net
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News from Friends School of Portland 
1. Friends by the Forest 

Friends School is launching a summer 
event series: Friends by the Forest.  

We have 3 fun summer Tuesday events 
planned!  And Emily Troll will be a part 
of our first musical event!   

On Tuesday, June 18, bring your work 
gloves, picnic dinner, and instruments! 
You can come for all...or just a part of 
the fun! 

At 4pm, set out with Falmouth Land 
Trust to do some trail work at the edge 
of FSP's property. 

And then at 5:30pm, join Emily Troll, 
Owen Marshall, and the Rage Potatoes 
for a fiddle tunes musical jam hour! 
Bring instruments of any kind. There's 
room for everyone and every level. Even 
if you've never played fiddle music 
before, come tap your feet, listen along, 
and you may find yourself inspired to 
join in by the end. Listeners and 
cheerleaders are welcome.  

More details on our website! 

 

2. Graduates 

Friends School of Portland 
celebrated 15 graduating 8th 
graders at the beginning of June 
(including Jonathan Ewell's son 
Isaiah)!  Here are the graduates 
planting a tree marking this 
special milestone. 

 

 

 

 

3. Friends School Rolling Admissions 

Friends School of Portland is now accepting students for the 2024-2025 school year on 
a rolling basis for limited openings. Interested in learning more?  Reach out to 
Enrollment Director, Megan Campbell by emailing megan@friendsschoolportland.org  
 
 
 

https://www.friendsschoolportland.org/friendsbytheforest
mailto:megan@friendsschoolportland.org
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A Book for Our Age Group  
On Monday, June 10th 2024, seventeen Quaker Women of a “Certain Age”  met to 
discuss Fellowship Point, a novel by Alice Elliott Dark.  Suggested to us by Sydney 
McDowell, this book is about two lifelong friends who are Quakers from Philadelphia 
whose families share a family compound on the coast of Maine near Bar Harbor (it is a 
fictional location).  It documents the twists and turns of their lives and their relationship 
for 80 years, especially as it relates to their jointly held property which they want to 
preserve and protect.  Through the years they learn that the Abenaki people had a 
summer camp on the point and many artifacts have been found and saved.  It is a 
sanctuary for birds and people alike.  As they reach the close of their lives, they need to 
break the trust in order to save the land.  Eventually Agnes realizes that the land is not 
really hers but should go back to the Wabanaki People in Maine.  In addition to a better 
understanding of the land, the friends learn about prisons and what incarceration can do 
to people.  There are many twists and turns in this 600-page book that spans time from 
the 1940’s to 2008 and includes the major events of those years.  Privilege, class, 
mentorship and living up to one's values  are all a part of the story line as well as what 
the women learn about themselves. 
 
When we read the book, some of us were struck by how much we felt we were part of this 
story and could be one of the characters.  Dorothy Grannell wrote to Alice Dark and 
suggested if she was coming to Maine we would like a chance to talk with her about the 
book.  Alice Dark was delighted and volunteered to make a special trip to meet with us!  
We had a potluck lunch followed by an in-depth discussion of the book.  Many of us 
marveled about how the author could know so much about us and Quakerism.  Alice 
Dark grew up in Philadelphia and attended a Friends-related school, where she absorbed 
not only Quaker values but the atmosphere of Philadelphia Friends.  One of the 
participants said we were having a mini women’s retreat.  Another stated that the main 
character’s reaction to the 9/11 attack was the same as hers, and that feeling led her to 
find Portland Friends Meeting, with a printout on her chair of the Friends Peace 
Testimony and sealing her attendance here since then. 
 
You don't have to be an 80-year-old woman to get engrossed in Fellowship Point. You do 
need to look at the issues raised by the author and think about your own values and 
reactions.  Alice Dark stated that she thought we were her best readers yet because we 
caught and understood the Quaker references and how they add to the story.  We gave 
Alice two books as a way of thanking her—The Gatherings, and Fit for Freedom, Not For 
Friendship, as well as a quilted bag that Ann Dodd Collins made.  Everyone pitched in to 
make the afternoon run smoothly and provide a lovely lunch for the author and 
ourselves.  As Alice says in the book, “If you really want to help the animals, you won’t 
eat them!” 
 
Abenaki Heritage Weekend 2024  
On June 29 – 30, 2024, citizens of the New England Abenaki community will gather at Lake 
Champlain Maritime Museum to celebrate their history and heritage, and the public is 
invited!  

Organized by the Vermont Abenaki Artists Association, this FREE event will be happening 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. both Saturday and Sunday!  

One of the highlights is the Native Arts Marketplace of the Vermont Abenaki Artists 
Association, where visitors can talk to artists, watch craft demonstrations, and purchase 
outstanding beadwork, paintings, jewelry, wampum, woodwork, leatherwork, drums, and 
other items.  
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“The variety and quality of the work created by our Abenaki artists is outstanding,” said Vera 
Longtoe Sheehan, Executive Director of the Vermont Abenaki Artists Association. “Some of 
our artists create traditional art and some create contemporary art, often inspired by 
tradition. If you are looking to purchase a special gift or something new for your collection, 
be sure to visit the Native Arts Marketplace.” 

Throughout the weekend there will be activities of interest to everyone. The public is 
advised to bring a picnic lunch and enjoy singing and drumming by the Nulhegan Drum. 
Children and adults alike will enjoy storytelling by Abenaki author and historian Joseph 
Bruchac.  

To see more information about the event, feel free to visit https://abenakiart.org/abenaki-
heritage-weekend/.  

We hope to see you there! 

 
Suggested Summer Reads from Mia  

− Do you step away regularly for 
reflection? 

− How do you balance the pulls of 
cares and commitments in the 
world with your physical, 
emotional, mental, and spiritual 
needs? 

− Are there aspects of life where 
you feel stuck? If so, how might 
you loosen the tension to open to 
Spirit? 

Here are some suggested 
good summer reads: 

 

Greetings from the Pastoral Care Committee  
We would like you to know more about PFM’s Pastoral Care Committee. We are available 
to provide assistance with a variety of needs, such as 

− Rides to Meeting 
− Planning and providing food 
− Visits at home, hospital, and assisted living 
− Prayers for holding you or a loved one in the Light 
− Errands when it is difficult to do them on your own 

Contact our Clerk, Stefanie Fairchild, at stefaniefairchild@yahoo.com or 207-272-6500, 
for assistance, or any other member of the Committee:  Kristina MacCormick, Joyce 
Blossom, Paula Rossvall, or Mags Fehr. 
 

 

https://abenakiart.org/abenaki-heritage-weekend/
https://abenakiart.org/abenaki-heritage-weekend/
mailto:stefaniefairchild@yahoo.com


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next newsletter deadline: 
  Wednesday, July 31, 11:58 pm 
 
submissions: dhingston@comcast.net 
  Please note “PFM Newsletter” in the subject line.  

Portland Friends Meeting 
1837 Forest Ave 
Portland, ME 04103 
 

 

 

 

Address Service Requested 
 

 

PFM at the Portland Pride Festival, Deering Oaks, 
June 15, 2024 

mailto:dhingston@comcast.net
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